As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Samuel   7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
The kingdom of David will be established for ever in the sight of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

	Cantero’ per sempre l’amore del Signore.



SECOND READING     Romans   16:25-27
The mystery kept secret for endless ages is now revealed.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!  
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.  Alleluia! 

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Ecco la serva del Signore: avvenga per me secondo la tua parola.  Alleluia!

  


GOSPEL  Luke  1:26-38
You will conceive and bear a son.         
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you to those parishioners who contributed last week and to all those who have contributed during the 7/8 months while church was closed.  Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
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Sebastian ASTUTO, Teresa STODUTO, Caterina BRUNO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES 
Giulio GENCARELLI, Nadia DI BATTISTA, Celestino DI BATTISTA, Famiglia RISOLI, Famiglia ALBERTI Angelina & Giuseppe TODARO, John, Luigi & Cristina PASCUZZI, Achille & Carmine DI GUGLIELMO, 
Salvatore DE CARO, Gaetano SPANO, Michele VALENTINO, Bishop Joe GRECH, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI, Giovanni  & Tonino PACELLA, Guiseppe ZAPPONE, Donata & Ottavio QUINTILI, Alfonzo & Linda FELICIANI, Antonietta LANCIANA, Pietro LUCIA, Giuseppe ZANGARI, Felice TARANTO, Maria & Giuseppe VIRGONA, Vince, Felice, Angelo, Mario & Angela VIRGONA, Nunziatta TARANTO
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                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   4th  Sunday of Advent Year   B                                                                20   December,   2020                                                  
	The waiting is almost over 
Almost 60 years ago the world was shaken by the civil rights movements in America.  Martin Luther King and others launched a massive direct action campaign in Birmingham, Alabama.  He was arrested for defying a state law that forbad mass public demonstrations.  In prison, King penned, on the margins of the local newspaper, his ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’.
In this letter, Martin Luther King articulated principles for achieving liberation for his people.  He spoke of his impatience, “For years now, I have heard the word ‘Wait’!  This ‘wait’ has always meant ‘never’.  When you are forever fighting a degenerating sense of ‘nobodyness’, then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait.”  He went on to say that human progress “comes through the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God and, without this hard work, time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social stagnation”.
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Today we reflect on the story of the Annuciation.  It is a story of liberation.  God is intervening in human history.  Via the angel Gabriel, God announces to a tired-of-waiting world that he will not abandon humanity to endless futility and is sending the long-awaited messiah.
God’s design for the world requires human co-operation.  It is given by Mary. She is told that she is to be the mother of the saviour.  The news comes out of left field.   There was an expectation that the messiah would be a person of significant importance.  Mary is merely a lowly village girl.  The news astonishes and troubles her.  “How can this be?”  she asks.  Gabriel reassures, “Do not be afraid”.  This work will be accomplished in and with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Divinely reassured, Mary consents.  The word becomes flesh.  The long wait for liberation is over.  Advent is a time of waiting but it is coming to an end.  We can be so swept up in the rush as to forget that the primary reason for celebrating Christmas is to welcome Christ into our lives.

Perhaps we might take a ‘Mary moment’ to be surprised that God chooses each of us, through our baptism, to be a Christ-bearer in our families, our workplaces, our world.  We will feel inadequate and unworthy, but nothing is impossible with God.  If God can call a young girl from an insignificant town and betrothed to a carpenter to bring the saviour into the world, God can do the same for you and me.
Today is a day to answer that call, to listen to angelic reassurances that we are not to be afraid; that we have the support and encouragement of the Holy Spirit dwelling with us.  Today is a day to renew our personal ‘yes’ to God’s call to be a willing co-worker with God to bring peace and liberation for all.  Our world is waiting for our response.

                                                                                                         Michael Gilbert CSsR


	CHRISTMAS
This weekend’s Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Advent tells us of Mary being called to become the Mother of Jesus. God continues to dwell among us in Mary’s Son, Jesus Christ, whose body is the Church. Let us pray for a deepening of faith this Christmas that we, like Mary, may continue to give Christ to the world. With the so much suffering during this year 2020, brought by the corona virus may our faith grow through the values of patience, prayers, perseverance and hope. Jesus is a gift of love and hope for the world.  
To all parishioners and friends at St. Joseph the worker Parish, North Reservoir, may you be filled with blessings at Christmas and the New Year.  Thanks to so many people who help in the parish through the variety of ministries, being part of a group and many other things.   
Happy Christmas and Happy New Year
                                            Buon Natale e Buon Anno
                                                                        Il-Milied it-Tajjeb u s-Sena t-Tajba



GENERAL GUIDELINES IN CHURCH AT MASS
As we gather for mass, we are asked to observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus. 
FACEMASKS 

Are no longer compulsory.  People can still wear them if they wish or in case social distance cannot be well maintained. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship.  Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. Also, Sanitise your Hands as you enter Church.  
SINGING: Congregational singing is not allowed. 
COLLECTION: to be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 
SOCIAL DISTANCE: Please observe the 1.5 meters distance.  
HOLY COMMUNION: to be received only on the hand.  Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitser bottles provided at seats), and while approaching to the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meter distance.  
Thanks to all those who are giving us a hand at this time for example: writing the names of attendees, preparing and cleaning after mass according to Covid-19 requirements.  Thank you for your help. 
JESUS GIFT OF LOVE AND HOPE FOR OUR WORLD
During Advent we continue with the reflective theme provided by the Liturgical Commision of our Melbourne Archdiocese:  
JESUS GIFT OF LOVE AND HOPE FOR OUR WORLD

	CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE
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THURSDAY 24th  DECEMBER – 2020  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.00pm  & 7.30PM Christmas Eve Mass
FRIDAY  25th  DECEMBER  - 2020   CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

As you come to Christmas Mass please be patient to record your name.  

PLEASE NOTE that due to Covid 19 concerns, we WILL NOT have the MIDNIGHT MASS 
THIS YEAR.
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas
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(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)

Tuesday (Martedi’)           22/12/2020        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)  23/12/2020        9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)           24/12/2020       9.30am 



MONDAY COMMUNION SERVICE
For this last month we had Monday Mass instead of Communion Service.  From Monday 21st December till beginning of February there will not be a Monday Mass or Communion Service. We look forward to beginning Mondays Communion Services in February 2021. 
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Harrison Toso child of Stephen and Rachel, and Jiemba Pean child of Jose and Teresa who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES

There are Christmas offering envelopes in the seats.   Please be generous to the parish during this Christmas season.  

PLEASE NOTE :  LAST BULLETIN FOR THE YEAR
Please note that this is the last printed parish news.   We will not have bulletins during holidays. The next printed bulletin will be on the weekend of 6th / 7th   February 2021

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 8 December 2020 – 8 December 2021 
Pope Francis declared this year of Saint Joseph celebrating the 150th anniversary since Saint Joseph was acknowledged by Pope Pius the Ninth on 8th December 1870, as PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH.  In his letter Pope Francis said that the greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, “at the service of the entire plan of salvation”.  Saint Joseph the Worker: Pray for us. San Giuseppe Lavoratore: Prega per noi.  
