As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah      55:10-11
The rain makes the earth give growth.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruiful harvest.

	Tu visiti la terra, Signore, e benedici i suoi germogli.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Romans  8:18-23
All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; allwho come to him will ive for ever.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Il seme e’ la parola di Dio, il sesminatore e’ Cristo: chiunque trova lui, ha la vita eterna.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   13:1-23
A sower went out to sow. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$351.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$265.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$217.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   16/07/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
E Saliba
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R Pino
M Piscioneri, R Alberti & G Calvi
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte
T Nguyen & M Mizzi                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  23/07/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- N Ziino 

T Nguyen & D Nguyen
9.00am- G Calvi & C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am- R Iuele

L De Marco & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Vincenzo SCIONTI, Joseph FARRUGIA, Oneglia BIRRI, Gemma FERRARA
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Giovanni CALVI, Rosa PISANI, Rosaria RAPA, Vito, Rocca-Maria DEL ZOTTI, Sebastiano DE CARO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                               16   July,   2023                                                                                                                           
	The KINGDOM WILL TRIUMPH
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The Kingdom is a central theme of Matthew’s gospel. Today we begin a series of readings from Ch 13 in that gospel over three Sundays concerning Jesus’ teaching, in parables, about the coming of the Kingdom.   In preceding chapters, Matthew has depicted Jesus as a great teacher and miracle worker. But Matthew now portrays the growing tension between Jesus and the leaders of Israel. Hostility is mounting, People are turning against Jesus. Jesus himself explains, “they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.”   The parable of the sower in today’s gospel focuses on the sowing of seed, and the very different outcomes depending on where the seed lands, seeds perishing in poor soil but abundantly fruitful when falling on good ground. This serves as an analogy for the flourishing of the Kingdom. As with all of Jesus’ parables, the parable turns our expectations upside down!   Jesus describes the sowing of seed according to the agricultural method of his day, a method very different from the refined industrial methods of our day. The seed is sown liberally, by hand, over the ground, falling on good soil but also on poor, be it among thorns or bushes or on rocky ground. 

Given that many of the seeds land in inhospitable places, many come to nothing. But the seed that falls on good soil is astonishingly, indeed fantastically, fruitful, yielding thirty or sixty or even a hundred-fold.   What then is the message? The seed is the Word, the good news of the coming of the Kingdom. The Word is proclaimed widely and liberally, offered for all to hear. Jesus explains why it doesn’t always take root and grow. He teaches that it will not always find receptive ears and responsive hearts in which to flourish and bear fruit. But when it is received and nurtured, it grows and bears fruit superabundantly. In other words, no matter the resistance or hostility, the Kingdom will not fail. God’s Word will ultimately prevail.   In this way Jesus encourages us not to lose hope, and not to be discouraged or to lose faith in our mission to spread the Word. Our teaching, preaching, and daily living of the gospel in love of God and neighbour may well encounter opposition, even persecution. The Good News will be received by some, and ignored or rejected or reviled by others. But in Jesus the Kingdom has come, its growth is utterly assured. It will not fail; nothing will prevail against it.   Jesus reminds us of the blessing that we have been given: “Blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear.” Let us pray, as individuals and as a Church as we progress on the synodal journey, to see ever more clearly, to listen ever more humbly, and to grow in our understanding of the Kingdom we are all called to help build. 

	                                                                                                                                                                Anne Hunt          


CATHOLIC MISSION APPEAL THANK YOU
[image: image1.jpg]Thankyoufor your generous partnership with lfe-changing
‘mission programs, like supporting r Carolina and the
Salesian Sisters and their work through the Maria Auxiladora
Clinicin Veniale, Timor-Leste

Your gifts helping the Sr Carolina continue to provide
life-saving treatment and access to resources on
health and well-being. Your gift also supports mission
programs around the world that reach out and give life
tothose inmost need.

To learn more about the impact of your support, visit
catholicmission.or.au/our-work,where you can also sign-up
forour regular newsletter.

fyou have notyet had the opportunity to give,please doso

at catholicmission org au/timr. Your action will make a real,
lasting impact

!_/Jcathnllc Freecl 1300257296

MISSION  cathalicmission.org.auhimmor





FEAST
Saturday 22 July: St Mary Magdalene, Feast
FUNERAL MASS

Rosary for Gemma Ferrara will be recited on Thursday 20 July at 12.30pm followed by Funeral Mass.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
COVID SAFE PRACTICES
· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion. Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. 
· While distributing communion, Ministers of Communion, if they wish, do not have to wear masks anymore, it’s optional. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19.
POPE FRANCIS' JULY PRAYER INTENTION - FOR A EUCHARISTIC LIFE
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Pope Francis said that “In the Eucharist, it is Christ who offers himself, who gives himself for us. Jesus invites us, so that our lives may be nourished by him and may nourish the lives of our brothers and sisters.”
---------------------------------------

                                                        PRAYER

 “Let us pray that Catholics place at the centre of their lives the eucharistic celebration, which transforms human relationships and opens up an encounter with God and their brothers and sisters.”

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY: SUNDAY 23 July 2023
Next Sunday 23rd July 2023 is the World-day for Grandparents and the Elderly established by Pope Francis in 2021 to be celebrated on the fourth Sunday of July which comes close to the Feast of Sts Anne and Joachim (26 July) grandperents of Jesus. This year’s reflective theme chosen by Pope Francis is: 
“HIS MERCY (GOD’S MERCY) IS FROM AGE TO AGE” (Lk 1:50).

In his special message Pope Francis said that “These words remind us of the joyful meeting between young Mary and her elderly relative Elizabeth.” Pope Francis continued on by saying that “Mary said these words in her prayer of the Magnificat, (My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord), in which Mary proclaimed that the Lord’s Mercy is from generation to generation. The Holy Spirit blesses and accompanies every fruitful encounter between different generations: between grandparents and grandchildren, between young and old.”

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 

  PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
