As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Kings      3:5,7-12
You have asked for wisdom.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, I love your commands..

	Quando amo la tua legge, Signore.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Romans  8:28-30
He predestined us to become true images of his Son.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom..   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Ti rendo lode, Padre, Signore del cielo e della terra, perche’ ai piccoli hai rivelato i misteri del Regno.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   13:44-52
He sells evesrything he owes and buys the field. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$419.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$222.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$201.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   30/07/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – R  Covello
S Dakin & V De Leo               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  06/08/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- R DiGuglielmo & P Sparano
M & T Forte & M Piscioneri
10.30am- B Clark-Loh
G Caruana & R Iuele
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   John KOSZTKA
Bishop Emeritus of Garissa Kenya: Paul DARMANIN (Malta), Emanuel BONELLO (Gozo, Malta), 

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Maria & Carmelo GRIMA, Giovanni, Michael & Pasquale BUTERA, Eva-Maria ESPOSITO, 
Pasquale & Laura MARIANI, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Paola ALASSO, Pasquale VILLELLA

Domenico CANNIZZARO, Felice TARANTO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                               30   July,   2023                                                                                                                           
	HEAVEN IS A PEARL WORTH PURSUING 
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Much like today, different gods and life philosophies were plentiful in the ancient Roman world. They were like different pearls, available for people to pick and choose which they liked and wanted to keep.  However, say you had come across a pearl greater in its beauty and purity than all of the others you had seen, one so valuable it required you to discard all the rest to obtain it. There’s a sense of urgency in the decision too. A pearl this valuable, like treasure found in a field, will not remain available like this for long. Looking at it, you know you must decide quickly while it is still available.  Would it be worth it to you?   When Jesus talks about the ‘kingdom of heaven’ or the ‘kingdom of God’ being like a pearl of great price, he’s referring to the value of the new way of living available through him. 

As St Paul explains in today’s second reading, the kingdom of heaven is not just about eternal life. It is primarily about being shaped to become like Jesus, including in the here and now. We share Jesus’ wisdom, his capacity to love others and his relationship with the Father. We live with Christ’s life, we become moulded to his ways, and we take on Christ’s whole way of being as our own. 

The imagery offered by the parables in today’s gospels describes the right response to finding the kingdom of heaven, which is to give up everything else that has value in order to pursue it. Whether it costs us success, security, pleasure, or the respect of others, the kingdom of heaven is worth the very highest price.  St Matthew understands how the kingdom of heaven can change a person. Not only has he given up everything, including riches and security, for the kingdom of heaven but, in attaining it, he is like the head of a household who can welcome others into the kingdom and give its treasures away.  However, there is no understanding of the kingdom of heaven as Jesus describes it without a life-changing commitment to stay on its course.   As our first reading explains, King Solomon, at the start of his life, found this pearl of great price and placed it at the very centre of his life. Solomon disregarded offers of health, wealth and security and instead prized knowing the heart and mind of God. However, as the books of Kings go on to document, the wealth and life of pleasure drew Solomon’s focus away from the wisdom he once prized above everything. 

The life on offer from God gives us meaning and joy. It offers us a life where “all things work for good for those who love God.” It is worth it to cast everything aside to attain it. 

                                                                                                              Joseph Doyle                                            


WORLD YOUTH DAY 2-6 AUGUST 2023 LISBON PORTUGAL
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Over 3000 Australian young people and leaders (600 from Melbourne) will join Pope Francis for the World Youth Day (WYD) in Lisbon Portugal from 2 – 6 August 2023. The whole week consists of a series of cultural, religious and sporting events. Through various events, such as musical performances, dance and theatre shows, conferences and meetings, young people will be able to be part of an experience of joy and universality of faith. 

Let us remember in prayers the young people attending the event In Lisbon. 

The Reflective theme for WYD is: 

“MARY AROSE AND WENT WITH HASTE,” (Lk 1:39).
PRAYER FOR WYD 

(Written by Pope Francis on the 21st November 2022, feast of the Presentation of Mary)

Our Lady of the Visitation, you who left in haste towards the mountain to meet Elizabeth, lead us also to meet all those who await us to deliver them the living Gospel:  
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord! We will go in a hurry, with no distraction or delay, but with readiness and joy. We will go peacefully, because those who take Christ take peace, and well doing is the best wellbeing. Our Lady of the Visitation, with your inspiration, this World Youth Day will be the mutual celebration of the Christ we take, as You once did. Make it a time of testimony and sharing, fraternisation, and giving thanks, each of us looking for the others who always wait. With you, we will continue on this path of gathering, so that our world will gather as well, in fraternity, justice and peace. Help us, Our Lady of the Visitation, to bring Christ to everyone, obeying the Father, in the love of the Spirit!

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

BAPTISM

Congratulations to Alex Giuliano child of Adrian and Eleni,  who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Alex into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion
FEASTS
Monday  31 July: St  Ignatius of Loyola, priest

Tuesday 1 August: St Alphonsus  Liguori, bishop, doctor

Thursday 3 August: St Dominic, priest

Friday 4 August: St John Vianney, priest
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CELEBRAZIONE IN ONORE A SAN ROCCO

Domenica 20 Agosto nella Parrocchia di San Giuseppe Lavoratore.

Ore 8.30am   Preghiere e Canti al Santo

Ore 9.00am Santa Messa in Italiano con musica e canti accompagnati dal Rev. Padre Raffaele Rossi

Benedizione dei malati.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi devoti e Fedeli ad onorare e pregare per la sua intercession.

MALTESE MASS
A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 5 August at 5.30pm

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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· Let us Pray together that the WYD in Lisboa 2023 will help young people to set out on the journey, witnessing to the Gospel with own lives.
· Dear young people, never get tired of being instruments of peace and joy among your peers.
· Many countries are experiencing extreme climate events.  I reiterate my appeal to the leaders of Nations, that something more tangible be done to limit polluting emissions:  It is an urgent challenge and affects everyone.  Let us protect our common home.
· How often in the Bible the Lord asks us to welcome migrants and foreigners, reminding us that we too are foreigners.



The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
