As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Kings       19:9, 11-13
Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

	Mostraci, Signore, la tua missericordia.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Romans  9:1-5
I would willingly be condemnd if it could help my people.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Io spero, Signore.  Spera l’anima mia, attendo la sua parola.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   14: 22-33
Command me to come to you over the water. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$292.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$298.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$266.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   13/08/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
E Krygger
E Saliba & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Calvi
F Pascuzzi, O Strangis & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua
B Clark-Loh & S Rottura               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  20/08/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba

N Ziino & B Nadenbousch
9.00am- C Brunetti & G Barbaro
P Sparano, M Sinopoli & P Leggiero
10.30am- J Iaria

T Nguyen & D Nguyen
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Maria D’ERCOLE, Pasquale FURCI,

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Venera IACONA, Sebastiano IACONA, Giuseppina & Angelo MANNO, Elizabeth BRANCATELLA,   
Domenica & Giuseppe ENSABELLA, Adamo MASSENA, Francesco DE SENSI, Frank Dante DE SENSI, Stefano LICASTRO, Rita BONELLO, Mary TUNN,  Maria VELLA, George AGIUS, 
Carlo & Famiglia VALMORBIDA, Angelo & Angelina GENTILE, Carolina CARDAMONE, 
Giuseppe FIRMANI,  George AGIUS, Angelo GIOSCIO, Caterina GIOSCIO, 
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     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                                13   August,   2023                                                                                                                           
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WHERE IS GOD 
We are told in the Catechism that “God is everywhere”. However, the question of how God reveals the divine presence to each of us – how God becomes real for us, or speaks to us – is not so simple. In today’s first reading, the prophet Elijah is told to go to the mountain so he will see the Lord passing by. However, Elijah only experiences earthquake, wind and fire which do not reveal the Lord to him.   Then, after this failure to see or find God, Elijah experiences the presence of the Lord in the “still small voice of a gentle breeze”. This voice of God, which Elijah hears in his heart and soul, calls on him to set out from the mountain to become the Lord’s spokesperson. Elijah sets out and meets Elisha who becomes his fellow disciple in promoting the Lord’s covenant with the people of Israel.   In today’s gospel story, Peter comes to believe in Jesus as ‘the Son of God’ through the experience of almost drowning. Like so many of us, Peter is a person of ‘little faith’ who meets the God of Jesus in a situation of distress. Peter is fishing when he sees a ‘ghost’ walking towards him on the water. But the ghost turns out to be Jesus telling the disciples not to be afraid. 

So, Peter, following Jesus’ invitation to come to him across the water, begins to do so before the winds arrive and he begins to sink, crying out “Lord, save me!” 

Jesus stretches out his hands to catch Peter before chastising him: “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”   Peter and the disciples then cry out together: “Truly you are the Son of God”. 

The question then becomes, how God speaks to us in our daily lives? As with Elijah and Peter, we may find ourselves searching for the voice of God in the wrong places, or without sufficient trust. Moreover, it is especially when we are in situations of challenge and distress that the Lord may pierce our defences to tell us not to be afraid, but to believe in his divine forgiveness, love and mercy.   Our contemporary secular culture has been described as a culture where ‘God has gone missing’. So many people appear to be able to live without any notion of God. But we should not think this is a particularly modern issue. The prophet Isaiah speaks of “a God who lies hidden” (45:12); for St Paul, Christ is “the image of the unseen God” (Col. 1:15). Indeed, St Augustine tells us “if we think we understand God, it is not God we understand”. 

So, we are left with the paradox that, while ‘God is everywhere’ – present in every created reality – this God is always present as Mystery. There is no human experience from which God is absent. Yet, our faith is constantly tested, like Elijah and Peter, that we may find the God of Jesus Christ in places we may least expect. 

                                                                                                                                    Gerard Hall   SM                                                                                                        


	THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
On Tuesday 15th August 2023 we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Our School Children will attend and participate at the Mass which will start at 9.30am 

-----------------------------

(Please note that for this Tuesday 15th August only, the mass is changed from 10am to 9.30am, to fit in with the school’s Time Table. School’s staff & students say ‘Thanks’.) 
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On the feast of the Assumption, we read the Gospel from St Luke about Mary who “arose and went with haste” to visit her cousin Elizabeth who then praised Mary by saying “Blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord God would be fulfilled”. At this meeting between the two women, we can see the beginnings of the community that will share and celebrate the blessings of salvation given by God in Jesus. The gospel presents Mary praying the song of praise, The Magnificat, where she sings of her complete trust and faith in God whose ‘Mercy is from age to age’. With this in mind let us pray with the special Prayer of Pope Francis for the World Youth Day to Our Lady of the Visitation.   

“Our Lady of the Visitation, you who left in haste towards the mountain to meet Elizabeth, lead us also to meet all those who await us to deliver them the living Gospel:  
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord! We will go in a hurry, with no distraction or delay, but with readiness and joy. We will go peacefully, because those who take Christ take peace, and well doing is the best wellbeing. Our Lady of the Visitation, with your inspiration, this World Youth Day will be the mutual celebration of the Christ we take, as You once did. Make it a time of testimony and sharing, fraternisation, and giving thanks, each of us looking for the others who always wait. With you, we will continue on this path of gathering, so that our world will gather as well, in fraternity, justice and peace. Help us, Our Lady of the Visitation, to bring Christ to everyone, obeying the Father, in the love of the Spirit!” 




HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
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CELEBRAZIONE IN ONORE A SAN ROCCO

Domenica 20 Agosto nella Parrocchia di San Giuseppe Lavoratore.

Ore 8.30am   Preghiere e Canti al Santo

Ore 9.00am Santa Messa in Italiano con musica e canti accompagnati dal Rev. Padre Raffaele Rossi

Benedizione dei malati.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi devoti e Fedeli ad onorare e pregare per la sua intercession.

BAPTISM

Congratulations to Hudson Lee Sozzi child of Lucas and Maddison, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Hudson into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
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CUPPA

This weekend after the 10.30am Mass there will be a cuppa in the Narthex.  Please stop and  enjoy the hospitality of the parish.

FEASTS
Monday  14 August: St Maximilian  Mary Kolbe, priest martyr
Tuesday 15 August: THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Wednesday  16 August: San Rocco da Montpellier
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· Lisbon was considered by all to be a gift of God, who once again set in motion the hearts and the steps of the young people to go to meet other young people and to encounter Jesus.
 


The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
