As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isiah   56:1, 6-7
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	O God, let all the nations praise you!
	Popoli tutti, lodate il Signore!



SECOND READING     Romans: 11:13-15, 29-32
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 

and healed all who were sick.

Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Gesu’ annunciava il vangelo del Regno e guariva ogni sorta di infermita’ nel popolo.    Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew  15:21-28
Woman, you have great faith.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$628.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$374.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$402.00
 PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   20/08/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  Confirmation (Selected)
Confirmation (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  A DiRico & F Multari
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & LCalafiore
10.30am (SUN) – Sr Estelita & A Valentini
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  27/08/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & G Canavan
T Nguyen & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  P Sparano & S LoBartolo

T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & E Thompson
S Dakin, J Iaria, B Clark-Loh, E Bartlett
                                                                                                T Nguyen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       21/08/2017          F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                               28/08/2017         E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
Lucia D’AMICO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES      Concetta BRUNETTI, Angelo TROIETTO,
Giuseppe TARANTO, Giuseppe VIRGONA, Rita & Joseph BONELLO,
Michele, Pasquale, Francesco & Giuseppina INZITARI, Giuseppe, Stella & Marianna GALATI,

Luigi ANZELLOTTI, Nicola, Carmela, Filippo, Anna & Antonia ANZELLOTTI, Elena MARKESICH,
Lucia NICASTRI, Gina DIDONATO, Filomena BALICE, Germano SCAVELLI, Mary TUNN, 
Mariano MERCIECA, Polly, Emmanuel & John FARRUGIA GAY, Stephen BORG, Mary PACE
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   20th Sunday,  Year  A                                                                                20  August   2017                                                      
	Life’s Obstacles 
In the popular 1994 movie The Shawshank Redemption, the character Andy is wrongly convicted of murder and is incarcerated in the notoriously harsh Shawshank Prison.  Andy works in the prison library which has very few resources except for some old tattered books and magazines.  He begins a campaign to improve and expand the library and approaches the prison warden for funds.  The warden is reluctant to spend taxpayers’ money on luxuries for convicted criminals.  Andy is not deterred and so he asks the warden’s permission to write to the State Senate for funds.  Despite believing Andy’s efforts are a waste of time, the warden promises to personally mail the letters.  Andy sets about sending one letter a week to the Senate, asking for assistance, believing that they can’t ignore him forever.  It takes six years but to Andy’s amazement boxes of books are delivered to the prison, together with a cheque for $200.  A note is attached from the Senate stating that they now consider the matter closed!  Some of the prison officers are surprised that Andy’s persistence has paid off.  Andy becomes even more determined and starts writing two letters a week!  The State realises Andy can’t be bought off with $200 and a few boxes of books.  In the hope of silencing him, the State approves an annual payment of $500.  Andy made that $500 stretch as far as it would go. He did deals with book clubs and charity groups.  The library was refurbished and it became the place to be.  It was the best prison library in all of New England. Despite the desperate situation he found himself in and the many obstacles he faced, Andy never gave up.  His determination, his persistence and his commitment were rewarded.  In today’s gospel, we have another person in a desperate situation, with all sorts of cultural and social obstacles standing in her way.  A Canaanite woman, a descendant of one of the ancient enemies of Israel, approaches Jesus but is initially not welcomed.  Still she persists in her request.  She is a mother and her daughter is suffering.  Naturally she is bold and tenacious when the life of a loved one is at stake.  She refuses to be put off or give up. Although rebuffed by the disciples and ignored by Jesus, her sheer persistence has surprising results.  Her persistence is seen by Jesus as evidence of great faith.  He relents and heals her daughter.  Sometimes we struggle with persistence.  We can give up when things become difficult.  We can lose hope when things don’t turn out as we planned.  We can even stop praying when we don’t get what we ask for.  Whatever our situation, let us be persistent in our efforts, never giving up, and recognising God is always with us.                          
                                                                                         David J Hore CSsR           


CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
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Congratulations to the 23 young ones who received the sacrament of Confirmation this weekend on Saturday 19 August at 5.00pm, by Monsignor Peter Kenny.  Congratulations also to their sponsors and families.  
40TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to Miriam & Tony Mizzi, and Rosanna & Tony Truda who celebrate their 40th Wedding Anniversary this weekend.  Let us pray and ask God to bless them with many more years of happiness.  Auguri.
MEMORIAL MASSES
Sunday 20 August 9.00am - Concetta Brunetti (1 mth)
Saturday 26 August 6.00pm – Maria Olalla (1 yr)

Sunday 27 August 10.30am – Salvatore Gurrisi (1 mth)

FUNERAL

Funeral Mass for Lucia D’Amico will be celebrated on Thursday 24 August at 11.00am.

THANK YOU FROM CATHOLICARE SUNDAY APPEAL 
CatholicCare is deeply grateful for the support of our parish during their CatholicCare Sunday Appeal.  Because of our parish’s donations, and donations form the Catholic Church Community, they can continue to support vulnerable and disadvantaged families through a range of social services.
FESTA DI SAN ROCCO DOMENICA 20 AGOSTO 2017
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Nella Chiesa di San Giuseppe Lavoratore  79 Wilson Boulevard –  N Reservoir

PROGRAMMA

Ore  9:00am   Santa Messa cantata in Italiano 

Ore  2:00pm   Inni e preghiere in onore a S. Rocco 

Ore  2:30pm   S. Messa concelebrata dal  Rev. Padre Aurelio Fragapane  Adm. & Rev. Padre Emanuele Bonello PP.

La celebrazione sara’ rese solenne con  musica e canti dal pianista Raffaele Rossi.  Dopo la Santa Messa la processione si articolera’ tutt’intorno alla chiesa accompagnata dalla Nota Banda Bellini si fara’ sosta nel piazzale della scuola con preghiere canti e musica. 
Rientro in chiesa per la benedizione con il S.S. Sacramento.   Portate i vostri ammalati per una benedizione speciale.  Alla conclusione della celebrazione religiosa ci sara’ un rinfresco.

BISHOP JOE GRECH MEMORIAL COLLOQUIUM 
Thursday 24 August, 7pm Philippa Brazill Lecture Theatre, Daniel Mannix Building, Australian Catholic University, 8–18 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy. This year, ACMRO and the ACU will co-host the annual Bishop Joe Grech Memorial Colloquium. The theme for the evening is ‘Freedom of religion in a multi-religious society: the contribution of migration’. Speaking at the Colloquium are Archbishop Julian Porteous, Archbishop of Hobart, and Fr Fabio Baggio, Under-Secretary for the Migrants and Refugee Section of the Holy See. Cost: Free
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER FORMATION DAY: THE JOY OF LOVE
Saturday 26 August, 3.30–10pm  St Anne’s parish hall, 101 Riddell Road, Sunbury
You are warmly invited to attend this Worldwide Marriage Encounter formation afternoon and evening, to be presented by Helen and Leo Wursthorn and Father Doug Smith from Sydney, senior ministers in Worldwide Marriage Encounter. The afternoon will begin, rather than end, with afternoon tea, prior to the formation getting underway at 4pm. The event will continue at 5.30pm with a special Mass to celebrate Fr Doug’s 50th anniversary of priesthood. Dinner will follow at 6.30pm. Childminding between 4pm and 5.50pm is also being proposed. Let the organisers know any needs in your RSVP. Music and dancing into the night with DJ will wrap up the evening.  Details, bookings and RSVP: by 22 August to Marianne & Marcel on mnmproductions@optusnet.com.au
	MIGRANT AND REFUGEE WEEK 21st – 27th AUGUST
The reflective theme that Pope Francis has chosen for the 103rd World Day of Migrant and Refugees, commemorated in Australia on Sunday 27th August 2017, is:
“CHILD MIGRANTS, THE VULNERABLE AND THE VOICLESS”
“Migration today is not a phenomenon limited to some areas of the planet. It affects all continents and is growing into a tragic situation of global proportions. … Children are the first among those to pay the heavy toll of emigration, almost always caused by violence, poverty, … Childhood, given its fragile nature, has unique and inalienable needs. Above all else, there is the right to a healthy and secure family environment … All children, furthermore, have the right to recreation; in a word, they have the right to be children.” (From the MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS)
“It is important for local communities to help families, particularly the children to integrate into its communities. … We also need to encourage members of the ethnic community who may have arrived earlier to become involved and assist in integrating new families more recent arrivals. … Education is vital in assisting child migrants and their parents in settling into their new country. … Effective education must also look at strengthening young migrants’ potential and possibilities by helping them to nurture their talents, developing their personality and using their mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.” (From the MESSAGE OF BISHOP VINCENT LONG VAN NGUYEN)
“The call to serve and to ‘welcome the stranger’ is one that needs to speak to the hearts of every baptised Catholic if we are to truly serve ‘for the least of God’s people’. There are always things that everyone can do. These include: … Forming relationships which invite people into transformational experiences where individuals are valued and cared for. Focusing on the positive contribution of migrant young people and their families, by recognising their strength, courage and endurance. Prioritising cultural competence, which is more than just understanding or tolerance, but an embracing of diversity as part of the rich fabric of our society.” (from the article written by Michelle Periera, Manager of St. Vincent De Paul Society, Victoria). More information on www.acmro.catholic.org.au 
Lord Jesus, we praise you and we give you thanks. You call us to welcome your children who come to our land to better their lives and to escape oppression, poverty, persecution, violence, and war. Grant that we may be guided by your Word to abolish the barriers in our hearts and in our minds. Amen


FEAST OF OUR LADY OF VICTORIES: MALTESE NATIONAL FEASTDAY
Thursday 7th September at 7.00 p.m. Mass at St Paul’s Chapel at the Maltese Centre, Parkville.
Sunday, 10th September at St Mary Star of the Sea Church, West Melbourne.
At 3.00 p.m. Rosary followed by a Concelebrated Mass, then by Procession with Our Lady’s Statue. 
FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· Mary’s Assumption regards our future: it turns our gaze heavenward announcing the new heaven and new earth with Christ’s victory.
· The journey of entrusting ourselves to the Lord begins every day, starting
                 each morning.
