As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah       56:1,6-7
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	O God, let all the nations praise you!.

	Popoli tutti, lodate il Signore.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Romans  11:13-15, 29-32
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and healed allwho were sick.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Gesu’ annuciava il vangelo del Regno e guariva ogni sorta di infermita’ nel popolo.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   15: 21-28
Woman, you have great faith. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$452.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$226.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$236.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   20/08/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
E Saliba
E Ziino & B Nadenbousch
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & G Barbaro
P Sparano, M Sinopoli & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria
T Nguyen & D Nguyen              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  27/08/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- D Pullicino
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am- T Forte & G Calvi
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am- V De Leo
L De Marco & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Maria D’ERCOLE, Pasquale FURCI, Luciana Isabella SPOSARO, Raymond SULTANA (Gozo, Malta),
Giuseppe GIANFRIDDO

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Achille DI GUGLIELMO, Gemma FERRARA, Elena MARKESICH, Lucia NICASTRI, 
Michele GIGLIOTTI, Pietro RIPOLI, Adelina RASO, Mons. Aldo REBESCHINI, 
Antoneitta CRITELLI, Elvira PIAZZA, Betty PELUSO, Pasqualina PUGLIESI, 
p
Assunta & Caterina PAPALIA, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              20   August,   2023                                                                                                                           
	LIVING ON THE MARGINS[image: image1]
Matthew’s community consisted of Jews and non-Jews (Gentiles), which contributed to tension and disharmony. The Jewish Christians still saw themselves as Jews. For them, they hadn’t changed their religion. Christianity was simply another reform-movement within Judaism. However, being Jewish was not solely about religion, it was also cultural; giving identity, meaning, understanding and depth to life.   The Jews saw themselves as a holy nation, a people set apart; and non-Jews were considered the opposite! So, when non-Jews began joining the new community and growing in number, the Jews felt overwhelmed and uncomfortable with the religious and cultural blending. Questions arose: Were non-Jews welcome in the Christian movement and on what conditions? Who decides about membership and participation? Is there openness to integration and compromise? 

Throughout his gospel, Matthew confronts attitudes of superiority and contempt for Gentiles among the Jewish Christians. For example: He introduces and gives prominence to the Gentile Magi. He has Jesus calling his followers to “love your enemies”. He shows Jesus curing the servant of a Gentile centurion and exorcising Gentile demoniacs in the region of the Gadarenes.   In today’s story, Matthew addresses the differences between a woman and Jesus’ disciples. Matthew doesn’t just identify her by geography but uses the term ‘Canaanite’; an ancient word for Israel’s’ long-time enemies. He shows that it’s the disciples who first have a problem with her: “She’s shouting after us.” Matthew uses the usual Jewish objection by having Jesus say: “I was sent only to the lost-sheep of the House of Israel.” But then he adds a balancing statement by having Jesus respond to the woman and praise her faith: “Woman, you have great faith.”  Matthew shows Jesus being deeply moved by the woman’s desperate motherly love and her readiness to trust him. Jesus has no interest in her ‘religion’ or any questionable moral worthiness, and certainly not that she was a Gentile woman. Jesus is as close to those on the margins as he is to those who belong to the so-called ‘inner circle’.   In the conversation between the woman and Jesus, Matthew demonstrates God’s abundance: “Even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.” (Recall the feeding of the 5000 - twelve baskets-full of scraps were collected from what was left over). God’s grace, mercy and compassion are lavish and reach out beyond Israel to embrace the whole world.   So, who might be today’s equivalent of the ostracised Gentile woman or the Gentile and Jewish members of Matthew’s community?   Like Matthew, perhaps we can use the story to examine contemporary life, with all its questions, differences, uncertainties, tensions and complexities. A good starting point is to see life through the lens of God’s unconditional love for everyone and to reach out with respect, compassion and sensitivity to others, especially those pushed to the edges. 
                                                                                                                          David J Hore   CSsR                                   


	SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 27 AUGUST 2023
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Last Thursday 17th August the Australian bishops Launched their annual Social Justice Statement for this year, entitled: Listen, Learn, Love: A New Engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. (C/o: Australian Catholic Bishops Conference’s 
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/CatholicOrgAuacbc). The Statement was prepared in partnership with the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council. With the statement being published as the country prepares for the referendum on an Indigenous Voice to Parliament, the bishops encourage all Australians to seek out opportunities for dialogue with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to become informed about their hopes for the future. “Let’s come together in friendship and love” the statement says, “to show all that love can not only change individual lives, but that it can change society for the better.”

	


GO FORTH, THE MASS IS ENDED

Wise and loving God, when relationships are fractured, journey with us in the life-giving process of reconciliation. Fill us with patience and unconditional love. 
Time to wake up to a new reality; to respond to a fresh vision. 

· We will learn new ways of responding to those of a different culture and background.
· We will learn from those who use technology differently from us.

· We will be ready to lose some benefits so that we leave the planet healthier for those who come after us.

· We will foster a society that shares with the poor and the outcasts.

· We will always listento those who speak of peace.

· We will hear and take to heart the words of present-day prophets.

God will be with us as we encounter new realities and fresh visions.
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
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CELEBRAZIONE IN ONORE A SAN ROCCO

Oggi Domenica 20 Agosto nella Parrocchia di San Giuseppe Lavoratore.

Ore 8.30am   Preghiere e Canti al Santo

Ore 9.00am Santa Messa in Italiano con musica e canti accompagnati dal Rev. Padre Raffaele Rossi

Benedizione dei malati.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi devoti e Fedeli ad onorare e pregare per la sua intercession.

FEASTS
Monday  21 August: St Pius X, pope
Tuesday 22 August: THE QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Thursday  24 August: St Bartholomew, apostle
DAY RETREAT on 'LISTENING - TO GOD AND TO EACH OTHER'.
All parishioners and friends are invited to the St Francis of Assisi Parish Retreat to be held on Saturday, 26th August, 8.30 am – 3.00 pm at Loyola College, Watsonia. 
The Retreat will be presented by Fr Anthony Girolami.
‘Come apart for a day to spend with the Lord’
*Cost: $5     * Lunch - bring lunch to share       * Tea & Coffee provided
*Booking Essential – RSVP: Tuesday, 22nd August.
 Bookings: Contact:  9407 6700     Email: Ruth.Lees@cam.org.au
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· How good it is to live in gratitude and blessing instead of regrets and complaints, to raise our gaze upwards instead of wearing along face.
May our Mother, assumed into Heaven, help us to climb higher each day through service and praise.

	


The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
