As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Leviticus      13:1-2, 44-46
As long as he is unclean, he must live alone, outside the camp.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

	Tu sei il mio rifugio, mi liberi dall’angoscia.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    Corinthians     10:31-11:1
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
A great prophet has appeared among us: God has visited his people.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Un grande profeta e’ sorto tra noi, e Dio ha visitato il suo popolo.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Mark   1:40-45
The leprosy left him and he was cured.  
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$429.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$285.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$224.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   11/02/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – N Ziino
E Krygger & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco 
B Clark-Loh & V De Leo
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  18/02/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- D Pullicino
T Nguyen & B Nadenbousch
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am- L Conte
T Nguyen & M MIzzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   Vincenzo D’ANIELLO
Joseph Pham LONG (Texas USA), Carmel BORG, John Mallia (Malta), Carmel ATTARD (Gozo Malta),
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Elizabeth Ngo DINH, Ann Ham TIEU, Carmelo GRIMA, Famiglia BRUNETTI, Famiglia DI TORO
Felice TARANTO, Anna CANDIA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm

  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment   
 6th  Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year  B                                                  11   February,   2024                                                                                                                           
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Healing the ‘unclean’
The Old Testament Law existed to protect God’s people from physical and moral hazards that could harm the whole community. The Law’s emphasis on spiritual and bodily purity established how God’s people could live together in a healthy relationship with God and each other. 

And a leper was a danger to the whole community. While leprosy, more commonly known today as Hansen’s disease, is still a highly contagious infection, in ancient times, it was incurable, and its diagnosis was virtually a death sentence.  The only thing a community could do to protect itself was to quarantine those infected permanently. As a result, lepers had to live outside walled cities, could no longer enter God’s presence in the Temple and were forbidden to interact with the community. Even a chance encounter with a leper could make someone unclean.  To re-enter right relationship with God and the community, a leper would need to be healed and ceremonially purified. The process required a Temple priest to investigate a leper claiming to have been healed and then pronouncing them fit to re-enter contact with God and with other people. The healing of leprosy was so rare that many rabbis considered it akin to raising someone from the dead and the rare holiness of the healer.  The leper in today’s gospel identifies Jesus as the one through whom the power of God is uniquely present. Instead of notifying Jesus of his condition by shouting “unclean, unclean” and avoiding contact with Jesus, as the Law demanded, the leper’s plea of “If you wish, you can make me clean” shows his utter confidence in Jesus’ power. And instead of avoiding the leper to preserve his cleanness, Jesus touches him. From the perspective of the leper, this may have been the first time another human being touched him in years. In this moment, Jesus restores both human and divine contact to the leper who had been cut off from both.   The response of Jesus to the leper is his response to all of us who have been devastated by the effects of sin, sickness, and death. Jesus is not disturbed, scandalised, or tainted by any human impurity. Instead, he restores in us the capacity for communion with God and others.  As St Paul reminds us, the true fulfilment of the Law, and the primary healing work of God, is cleanness from the disease of sin, which rots the inside of a person and prevents authentic communion. As Jesus says elsewhere in the gospels, “First clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may become clean.”  Jesus’ holiness goes beyond what the Temple priests could accomplish and what the Law of Moses could prescribe. Jesus can purge uncleanness from everyone who comes to him in faith since no defilement can touch him. Jesus does not just pronounce us clean, like the Temple priests could, but he makes the whole person clean, inside and out. 
                                                                                                                  Joseph Doyle                                                                                                                                  


	THE 32nd WORLD DAY OF THE SICK SUNDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2024

In his message for this year’s World Day of the Sick, Pope Francis wrote: “The Sick, and the world, need ‘therapy’ of love … We came into the world because someone welcomed us; we were made for love; and we are called to communion and fraternity,’ 
Helping us observing this annual day on 11 February the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Pope Francis tells us that “The first form of care needed in any illness is compassionate and loving closeness … The human dignity of the sick and vulnerable also is abandoned when health care is seen simply as the provision of procedures and medication, rather than as caring for the whole person and involving the family in creating a network of support … To care for the sick thus means above all to care for their relationships, all of them: with God, with others—family members, friends, health care workers—with creation and with themselves.” To those who are ill Pope Francis said: ‘Do not be ashamed of your longing for closeness and tenderness! Do not conceal it, and never think that you are a burden on others.’ And he calls on all Catholics, ‘with the love for one another that Christ the Lord bestows on us in prayer, especially in the Eucharist,’ to ‘tend to the wounds of solitude and isolation’ found particularly among the sick, and in this way we can always enable the growth of a culture of tenderness and compassion.’




	POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2024
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“FOR THE TERMINALLY ILL”

Pope Francis' monthly prayer intention this February is for the terminally ill and their families. Pope Francis explains clearly that even when little chance for a cure exists, “every sick person has the right to medical, psychological, spiritual and human assistance.” “Healing," he acknowledges, "is not always possible, but we can always care for the sick person, caress them.”

PRAYER: We pray that those with a terminal illness, and their families, receive the necessary physical and spiritual care and accompaniment.



MASS ON C31 (d.44)
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

	ASH WEDNESDAY
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On Wednesday 14th of February 2024, together with the whole church we will celebrate Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. On that day, Wednesday 14th February, (Ash Wednesday) we will have the blessing and distribution of ashes at the usual daily Mass in the morning which starts at 9.10am. All the students of our St Joseph the Worker School will attend and participate at this Ash Wednesday Mass and at the same time celebrate the Beginning of the School Year 2024. 



	


VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS
Every Friday during Lent starting from Friday 16 February 2024 there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) after the 9.10am morning mass.
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Project Compassion Sunday
10 & 11 February

[image: image7.jpg]


Please take home a Project Compassion box or a set of donation envelopes to support Caritas Australia this Lenten season and help support vulnerable people around the world, now and for all future generations. With your support, Caritas Australia has been able to support vulnerable communities around the world to tackle poverty, food security, education, water and sanitation and disaster risk reduction to build a better future for all. 
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow for all future generations.

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.


The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
