As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Jeremiah   20:7-9
The word of the Lord God has meant derision for me.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
	Ha sete di te, Signore, l’anima mia.



SECOND READING     Romans: 12:1-2
May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Il Padre del Signore nostro Gesu’ Cristo illumini gli occhi del nostro cuore per farci comprendere a quale speranza ci ha chiamati.    Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew  16:21-27
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$617.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$210.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$266.00
 PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   03/09/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & L Cavedon
O Strangis, M Crupi, A DiRico & T Forte
10.30am (SUN) – D Comi & R Covello
A & R Gatto, A Filippone, C McMahon,
                                                                                                S Rottura

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  10/09/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
D Pullicino & B Nadenbousch
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro

M Piscioneri, M Forte & G Tempone
10.30am (SUN) – J Kearney & B Clark-Loh
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco 
                                                                                                 J Mengolian                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       04/09/2017          S Dakin & L De Marco
                                               11/09/2017         J Kearney, E Bartlett & S Dakin
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
Carlo MARCHI, Francesca GIARRUSSO, Nicola (Nick) PISCIONERI, 

Fr Joseph Pulis SDB (Brother of Victor Pulis).
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES      Bruno VALENTINO, Giuseppe FERRENTINO, Giuseppe TARANTO, Felice TARANTO, Giuseppe VIRGONA,Francesco & Agata DE RANGO, 
Luigi MONARCA, Luigi & Giacomo CAVEDON, Giovanni & Claudio VALMORBIDA, 
Michele & Luciano NICOLAZZO, Fernando & Rafael BRUSCO,Antonina & Giuseppe CATALANO,
Gaspare CATALANO, Domenico & Domenica VARRENTI, Berardino & Gaetano DI SALLE, 
Francesco DEL GIUDICE ,Luciano GRANIERI,Domenico & Maria-Rosa RUGGIERO, 
Matteo & Maria RUGGIERO, Giulia RICCIO,Corrado PELLIGRA,    Anniversaries Cont…….
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   22nd Sunday,  Year  A                                                                                3  September,   2017                                                      
	Staying Faithful
The gospel today describes a scene many will appreciate; the disciple Peter’s total shock and disbelief to what Jesus said to him about his impending death.
Distraught, Peter couldn’t fathom that the messiah and his friend and mentor would suffer such a cruel fate.  Peter’s response to Jesus, “God forbid, Lord!  No such thing shall ever happen to you.”
How often do people today pray for certain events to transpire and for other events not to eventuate?  How often do we think about what we would like to happen, plan and hope for a desirable outcome?

Consequences, if you like, that are in our best interests.  It is understandable and very human to object about something awful happening to someone we love and to recoil when a terrible event challenges our sense of purpose, and even our faith in God.

The idea that Jesus would meet such a terrible fate rocked Peter to the core.  What would it mean for him and the other disciples if Jesus died on a cross?  Peter recognised Jesus as the messiah in the previous passage to this gospel.  But if he acknowledged the divinity in his teacher’s presence and ministry, he could not comprehend how the Father could allow Jesus, his Son, to die such a brutal death.
People today hold similar attitudes, eager for certain things to happen and for other things not to happen.  Why can’t the world conform to my hopes and vision, even just a little?   We want God to want what we want.   But as CS Lewis in the film Shadowlands reminds us: we must pray with the hope, not of changing God, which is impossible, but of ourselves changing.

When Jesus says to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!” he uses the same words that we read in the passage of Jesus’ temptation in the desert.  The gospel again challenges us with the human temptation to mistake our will as primary or on par with God’s will, and to pledge abedience to something or someone other than God.
But Jesus remains obedient to the Father and his will for him.  And Jesus, through his death and resurrection, shows us a different path to follow.  We believe and pray with the expectation that God will always remain close to us, even when there are times as with Peter, we try to make sense of the inexplicable.  Peter is recognised by Christians as the rock for Jesus’ church because of the events that unfolded at Easter.  Peter stumbled then, as we stumble now.  But Peter allowed the crucified and risen Lord to teach, heal and inspire him to walk in the ‘darkness’ of God’s will, which after all is actually light – and everlasting life.    
                                                                                      Christian Jacobs-Vandegeer


NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTING WEEK (3 - 9 SEPTEMBER)
National Child Protection Week (NCPW) invites all Australians to play their part to promote the safety and wellbeing of children and young people. In 2017, NCPW is being held from 3–9 September. Our commitment and responsibility to child safety is drawn from the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Gospels. At the heart of this commitment is Christ’s message of love, hope, justice and the innate dignity of each person.  
A prayer for stronger communities, safer children:
Gracious God, you said ‘let the children come to me’. We ask that you strengthen and guide all in our Catholic communities. Grant us wisdom in our time to make decisions that protect children and the vulnerable. May our families and communities – through love, generosity, commitment and patience – build stronger communities, safe for our children. Let your grace and love fall gently upon our children giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience they will need for life’s journey. We ask you, God, to help our Catholic communities to be resolute in creating environments where our children both flourish and are safe.
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers and men in our parish that they and their families, will always recognise with joy the value of their role in the family. Thank you to all fathers and men for their service in family and community. May God bless them with every goodness and kindness. 
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday  4 September at 7.30pm in the Church.

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to Salvatore and Maria Luisa De Caro who celebrates their wedding Golden Jubilee this weekend. We thank God for their 50 years of marriage and may God bless Salvatore and Maria Luisa with many more happy years. Auguri.
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF VICTORIES: MALTESE NATIONAL FEASTDAY
Thursday 7th September at 7.00 p.m. Mass at St Paul’s Chapel at the Maltese Centre, Parkville.
Sunday, 10th September at St Mary Star of the Sea Church, West Melbourne.
At 3.00 p.m. Rosary followed by a Concelebrated Mass, then by Procession with Our Lady’s Statue. 

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
All are welcome to attend and celebrate with Deacons Tuan Nguyen and Anil Mascarenhas will be ordained priests by Archbishop Denis Hart on Saturday 9th September 2017 at 10am in St. Patrick Cathedral, Melbourne. Please pray for more vocations from our parish communities in Melbourne. 
	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· When we are feeling sad, when it feels like everything is going wrong, we should remember: “God loves me. God never abandons me”.
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Humanity needs hope in order to live and needs the Holy Spirit in order to hope.
· May the Virgin Mary obtain for us the grace to be enlivened by the Holy Spirit, so we can witness to Christ with evangelical honesty.
· The Lord is close to all those who are victims of old and new forms of slavery: inhuman labour, illegal trafficking and exploitation.
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FATHER’S DAY APPEAL 2017
COLLECTION FOR RETIRED AND SICK PRIESTS  THIS WEEKEND
Some 40 years ago with the introduction of the “new” canon law Archbishop Knox introduced the practice of priests retiring at age 75. Until then, priests literally ‘died with their boots on” because an elderly diocesan priest had nowhere to live, apart from his presbytery.  In 1990 Archbishop Little established the Priests Retirement Foundation with the motto “Caring for those who cared”.  Priests are not employees of the Archbishop or the Parish so they are not eligible for Superannuation. Like everyone else in “the workplace” priests provide for their retirement by contributing 12.5% of the weekly presbytery collection to the foundation.  In the last financial year, the foundation spent $3.5 million dollars “caring for those who cared” our retired priests. The Foundation depends on your support, as Archbishop Hart says (on the appeal envelope)
Dear Friends,
I would be most grateful if you can contribute to the Father’s Day Appeal, for our retired priests. Some donors have been supporting the Appeal since its inception in 1990 by Archbishop Little. This shows how much the Catholic people of Melbourne value the huge contribution made by priests who are now retired, but have cared for them in former times. Your generous donations have ensured a normal living for our priests who have served actively in the Archdiocese, but who are now elderly and frail. In fact in the past twelve months the Priests Retirement Foundation has assisted me in caring for about one hundred sick or retired priests. Our support for our retired priests and sick priests who have shown us deep spiritual care, is a true sign of gratitude. Be sure that I will remember you all in my Masses and prayers. 

+ Denis J Hart  ARCHBISHOP OF MELBOURNE
(Envelopes are available on the seats and there will be a special leaving collection)


FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
The Xaghra (Gozo) Association of Australia in Melbourne wish to invite people to the celebration of Mass, celebrating the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Marija Bambina: O.L. of Victories) which will be held on Friday 8th September 2017 in the Maltese Cultural Centre, 27 Talmage St. Albion at 7.00pm. After mass in the centre there will be a concert entertainment by the Maltese Own Philharmonic Band. The same Association is organizing a Dinner Dance on Saturday 9th September 2017 at 6.30pm in the Luxor Function Centre, Sydenham. Music entertainment by the Band group: Tequila, and by the United Brass Band. Tickets can be purchased by calling one of the following: Tony Bonello – 93662121, Charlie Attard - 93117713, Charlie Vella – 93671679, Marise – 03311352, the Club – 93114750.
Anniversaries Cont….  Giovanni LI ROSI, Giuseppe GIARRATANA, Luigi GIAMMARCO
Gaetano & Francesco  ALOISE,  Francesco BARBARO, Corrado GIANNONE,    Giuseppe TODARO, 
John & Luigi PASCUZZI, Michelangelo, Giovanni & Michael BUTERA, Domenico PICCONE, 
Antonio DI GUGLIELMO, Salvatore & Giuseppina CANZONERI, Maria Rosa CONDELLO, Antonio & Beniamino PASCUZZI, Matteo NAPOLITANO, Michele CHIODO, Giulio, Bettina & Famiglia CALIGIURI, Janes & Matteo ZELE, Antonio GRAHOR, Giovanni & Vincenzo CALVI, Giovanni, Giuseppe & Giovanni PAPALIA, Filippo PUGLIESI, Giovanna, Giuseppa, Domenico, Salvatore & Gregoria FERRARO, Salvatrice, Salvatore & Giuseppe GIARRUSSO, Pasquale TIMPANO, Maria Grazia MURDICA, Francesco & Antonio SANTOPIETRO, 
Bartolomeo & Giovanna LA GRECA, Bartolo & Giuseppina RANDO, Antonio VILLELLA, Pasquale VILLELLA, Luigi VILLELLA, Giovanni VILLELLA, Felice BRUNO, Gennaro FALVO, Francesco ALDUCCI, 
Vincenzo, Alfredo & Francesco CIPOLLA, Domenico OCCHIUZZI,Santo & Santino FAMULARI, 
Domenico & Giovanni MARINO, Bartolo & Bob PALAMARA, Giovanni QUADARA, Felice PALAMARA, Dolores AGIUS, 
