As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Ecclesiasticus    27:30-28:7
Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion.

	Il Signore e’ buono e grande nell’amore.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Romans  14:7-9
Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Vi do un comandamento nuovo, dice il Signore: come io ho amato voi, cosi amatevi anche voi gli uni gli altri.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   18:21-35 
I tell you that you forgive not seven times but seventy times seven. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$464.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$277.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$267.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   17/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Krygger
E Saliba & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & L Calafiore
M Piscioneri, R Pino & R Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria
B Clark-Loh & V De Leo        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  24/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & D Nguyen
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
D Biasibetti, G Calvi & P Leggiero
10.30am- Nicolao Sua
T Nguyen & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Salvatore STRANGIS

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Brian KRYGGER, Pietro Paolo MARINO, Giuseppe GIANFRIDDO,
Nicola ALBERTI, Giuseppe MARASCO, Daniel DICESARA, 
Salvatore, Aldo, Giovanni & Caterina IOZZI, Sante & Bambina GUGLIELMI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 24th  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              17   September,   2023                                                                                                                           
	LOVE IS THE GREATER POWER 
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A wandering preacher’s violent execution by a long-gone empire a couple thousand years ago is the salvation of the world? That eccentric rabbi is the king of heaven and earth? Are you joking? He said what? It is more blessed to give than to receive? He taught who will inherit the earth? Everybody knows what happens to the meek: they lose. Every time. If I strike you, and you turn the other cheek, I won. Right?   If they remind you of anything, today’s readings from Sirach and from the gospel recall the equally startling line in the Our Father: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” The petition makes our forgiveness by God contingent on our forgiving others. It’s terribly sobering. It’s also deeply rooted in the hopes and aspirations of the historical people of God in their (our) covenant with the Creator.   Let us reflect on the Christian account of true power: Anger slams a door, gentleness waits patiently; arrogance thrusts itself to the front, humility withdraws to the back; strife loudly divides into pieces, peace quietly smooths out; revenge grasps and squeezes, forgiveness lets go; hatred pushes, love embraces. Which is more powerful? “Love is stronger than death,” says the author of the Song of Songs. If death is most evidently the greatest power in the world, then what is love? Love is stronger, greater, more powerful in what it effects than death. 
Of course, love’s greatness of power— even over death—is not evident. If you have suffered the death of a loved one, for example, you are certainly confronted with this fact. No matter how much you love him or her, death has caused a definitive breach between you. Love seems impotent, weak, non-effective in the face of death.   Death makes an aggressive claim to be the greatest and most universal power there is. Faith, however, says death is not definitive, not absolute. Faith says love is greater, definitive, absolute, universal.   If Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, if he overcame death, then his suffering on the Cross meant something. It meant, in the first place, that love is stronger than death. Faith seems faint, yet, in reality, it is the epitome of force. Forgiveness seems weak, yet, in reality, it enacts a profound degree of strength. Love appears impotent, but, in reality, it is the greatest power there is.   So, how does this reflection help us understand the line from the Our Father? If forgiveness is the greater social power— disarming antagonism, healing hostility, transforming enemies into partners and foes into friends—then in the prayer we are seeking to be the kind of people that belong to and live from his ultimate Kingdom—that Kingdom where love rules, where forgiveness is the condition of entry.

                                                                                                                                           W Chris Hackett                                                                                            


MELBOURNE ARCHDIOCESE SOCIAL SERVICES SUNDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2023

Sunday, 17 September marks Social Services Sunday in the Melbourne archdiocese. While specifically commemorated in Melbourne, we pray for all staff and volunteers of organisations throughout Australia who stand with and serve the poor, disadvantaged and marginalised. According to Catholic Social Service Victoria (CSSV), its 40 member organisations provide critical services ranging from early intervention and prevention work to crisis response – across every age: It is calculated that during 2021-2022, Victoria Social Services had 8,000 staff and 17,000 volunteers who supported at least 211,000 people in need. 
PRAYER FOR CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES VICTORIA (AND ALL WELFARE ORGANISATIONS)
Loving God, we praise and thank you for those without fear who speak, advocate, and create for the peace of our world. We rejoice in seeing the Social Services in Victoria and its member organisations bring together structures of change to build hope and healing. May we all be engaged agents of positive change, opening our hearts and minds to possibilities and growth. May your unconditional love for all, inspire our hearts to humbly serve in a spirit of charity and justice for most disadvantaged, marginalised and vulnerable brothers and sisters. May the changes we make be based on the common good and may we be gracious and patient in accepting that sometimes change takes time. We pray for those who serve in social services, who hear the cry of the abandoned, who dress the wounds of those frayed by life’s journey and speak with those who are silenced and exploited. As we seek your face and strive to do your will, fill our hearts with the peace and hope that only you can give so that we can share that with the those in our care, in our families and in our communities. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2023
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We pray for those persons living on the margins of society, in inhumane life conditions; may they not be overlooked by institutions 
and never considered of lesser importance.

________________________________________

Compassionate, loving God, every day we see and hear the misery and suffering of oppressed people. Too often, we do not allow ourselves to be your partner in their liberation. Call us. Empower us. Consecrate us. Send us. Amen.

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
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CUPPA

This weekend after the 10.30am Mass there will be a cuppa in the Narthex.  Please stop and  enjoy the hospitality of the parish.

 FEASTS
 Wednesday  20 September – Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, priest, martyr
                                               Paul Chong Ha-sang & companios, martyrs
  Thursday 21 September – St Matthew, apostle, evangelist
   Saturday 23 September – St Pius (Padre Pio) of Pietralcina, priest
LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
  PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the
    Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
  The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

  wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
