As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Malachia   1:14-2:2, 8-10
You have strayed from the way, you have caused many to stumble by your teaching.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	In you, Lord, I have found my peace.
	Custodiscimi, Signore, nella pace.



SECOND READING     Thessalonians:  2:7-9, 13
We were eager to hand over to you not only the Good News but our lives as well.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
You have one Father, your Father in heaven;

you have one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Uno solo e’ il Padre vostro, quello celeste e uno solo e’ la vostra Guida, il Cristo.    Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew  23:1-12
They do not practice what they preach.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$748.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$327.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$361.00
                            -Missions Special Collection………………………$307.00

PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   05/11/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & R Pino
B Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – E Thompson & Sr T Fitzsimmons
T & T  Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco
                                                                                                & J Mangolian

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  12/11/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Saliba & Sr T Fitzsimmons
R Iuele & P Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R DiGuglielmo

T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – Sr Estelita & C Antonio
A & R Gatto, A Filippone, C McMahon  
                                                                                                & S Rottura                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       06/10/2017          S Dakin & L De Marco
                                               13/11/2017         J Kearney, E Bartlett & S Dakin
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES     Charlie BONNICI, Felice TARANTO, 

Gabriele MASTROIANNI, Pasquale SALERA, Maria  MESSINA,Carlo MARIANI, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI, Francesco, Michela & Franca INDOMENICO, Famgilia RISOLI, Famiglia ALBERTI, Rosa BRUNO,
Franca GARGARO, Francesco CONTE, Rita MERCURI, Umberto & Maria SILEO, 
Angelo, Carmela & Pietro NARDOZZA, Nicola & Giuseppe GIOSCIO, Alessandrina ARCURI, Domenico ARCURI, Luigina ARCURI, Salvatore IOZZI, Sante & Bambina GUGLIELMI, Giovanni & Caterina IOZZI, 
Francesco PRIVITELLI, Maria-Rosa LAMBRAIA, Vincenzo ROMANO, Giuseppe  GENCARELLI,

Corrado PELLIGRA, Eddie DAKIN, Joe & Carrie BUHAGIAR, Gina DI DONATO,      Anniversaries Cont……
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   31st Sunday,  Year  A                                                                                5  November,   2017                                                      
	Jesus the Mediator
Today’s readings are directed at those who have positions of authority in the Church.  Those who have failed and those who have succeeded. In the first reading, the prophet Malachi condemns the leaders.  “You have turned aside from the way, and have caused many to falter by your instruction.”  In the second reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians, St Paul provides a positive model of the Christian pastor.  “Brothers and sisters, we were gentle among you, as a nursing mother cares for her children.  With such affection for you, we were determined to share with you not only the gospel of God, but our very selves as well, so dearly beloved had you become to us.”  But in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus condemns those in positions of authority who fail to meet his deal.  The scribes and Pharisees are left wanting.  First, they do not practice what they preach.  Second, they impose burdens on others and do nothing to help them.  Third, they exploit their positions of authority rather than serve others.  In the verse that immediately follows today’s reading, Jesus himself is harsher still than the prophet Malachy.  “But woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites.  For you lock people out of the kingdom of heaven.”  Pope Francis has used similar language.  In his homily during Mass at Domus Sanctae Marthae about a year ago, the pope said Jesus often accuses those who rigidly adhere to the law of being hypocrites; they are not free children of God, but “are slaves of the law.”  The pope explained that behind his inflexibility, “there is always something else.  And that is why Jesus says, ‘Hypocrites!’  There is something hidden in that person’s life.”  There is also some kind of illness in such a rigid pastor.  Inflexibility is not a gift of God, he said.  “Meekness, yes, benevolence, yes, forgiveness, yes, but rigidity, no.”

Pope Francis said God prefers “mercy, tenderness, goodness, meekness and humility.”  God’s law was made not “to make us slaves but to make us free, to make us children” of God.  Those who are rigid suffer when they realise they are not free, he said.  Priests, and presumably others with positions of authority in the Church should not be functionaries of a system of laws, but mediators.  The genuine pastor will be a mediator of God’s love to God’s people and will lose himself in the service of others. Pope Francis describes how such a pastor would act when seeking to help people in difficult personal situations.  A pastor cannot feel that it is enough simply to apply moral laws to those living in ‘irregular’ situations, as if they were stones to throw at people’s lives.  The job of the Church is not to exclude but to welcome, and the job of priests is not to render judgment but to listen and understand the context of people’s lives and decisions.                                                                          Brian Johnstone CSsR                                           


BAPTISM
Congratulations to Julian Amerena child of Marco and Melissa, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome him into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday  6 November at 7.30pm in the Church.
LITURGY TEAM MEETING
The Liturgy Team meeting will be held this week on Wednesday 8 November 2017 at 7.30pm in the Presbytery.
MEMORIAL MASS
Friday 10 November 7.00pm – Antonio Cannataro (1mth)
PLEASE NOTE!!
Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than Wednesday.

Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del Mercoledi.
CATHOLICCARE

CatholicCare would like to thank the community of St Joseph the Worker for tis generous donation of $217 to the recent CatholicCare Sunday Appeal.  Your generosity supports the vital work of CatholicCare, who work on behalf of the Archdiocese of Melbourne.  Together we fulfil the Church’s mission of service to the community.  We help families and individuals to develop strong and healthy relationships, ease the pain of difficult life transitions and build a sense of belonging for those who are vulnerable and isolated.  Thank you for enabling us to continue this vital work.
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NOVEMBER – REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES

The month of November is dedicated by the Church as a special time for remembering all the faithful departed. At the doors of the church there are slips of paper in both English and Italian to write the names of deceased family and friends. These will be put together and brought up in the offertory procession at all weekend Masses during November.



 FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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· Remember the sufferings of every person in your heart. Then bring them all to God in your prayers.
· May the Virgin Mary help us to take the first step each day in order to build peace in love, justice and truth.
· Dear friends, the world needs saints and we are all called to holiness without exception. Don’t be afraid!
	THE JOY OF LOVE EXPERIENCED BY FAMILIES
IS ALSO THE JOY OF THE CHURCH
Thanks to Bishop Terry and to those who helped in organizing and all who attended the Parish Gathering on Wednesday 1st November 2017.  It was a great talk by Bishop Terry, he spoke very clear and with an open-minded way. His words of wisdom led us to understand better the insights of Pope Francis in his Post Synodal Exhortation Letter on family: ‘The Joy of Love’.   Bishop Terry also shared with us experience of his own family and other pastoral experiences regarding the challenges of marriage. The Pope’s letter shows us that each story family is unique and that the Synod does not try to find solutions but rather try to see any situation experienced by families in the light of faith followed by discernment and journey of faith.  Bishop Terry explained to us all the nine chapters of the Pope’s Letter which reflects very much on the spirituality and greatness of marriage and family and the extended family with insights from the Scripture and the Gospel and the Church teachings. For example, chapter four speaks much of St. Paul’s words: “Love is Patient and Kind”. 
In the Pope’s letter chapter eight we find great reflections on mercy: “We cannot forget that “mercy is not only the working of the Father; it becomes a criterion for knowing who his true children are.  In a word, we are called to show mercy because mercy was first shown to us”. This is not sheer romanticism or a lukewarm response to God’s love, which always seeks what is best for us, for “mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life.  All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in the tenderness which she shows to believers; nothing in her preaching and her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy”. It is true that at times “we act as arbiters of grace rather than its facilitators.  But the Church is not a tollhouse; it is the house of the Father, where there is a place for everyone, with all their problems”. (Ch.8. parr. 310). 
Pope Francis’ Letter “The Joy of Love” concludes with the following Prayer to the Holy Family: “Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate the splendour of true love; to you we turn with trust. Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that our families too may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the Gospel and small domestic churches. Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again experience violence, rejection and division; may all who have been hurt or scandalized find ready comfort and healing. Holy Family of Nazareth, make us once more mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its beauty in God’s plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our prayer. Amen.”


COLUMBAN CALENDARS
The 2018 Columban Calendar is NOW available for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

STATIONS OF MARY – ST MARK’S CHURCH FAWKNER
Wednesday 15 to Monday 20 November, 7–8pm St Mark’s Church, 9 Lee Street, Fawkner
A visual journey and guided meditation, comprising the Rosary, icons and meditation through key events in Our Lady’s life. This is a free event hosted by the Legion of Mary and everyone is welcome. In addition to the Rosary and meditation, there will also be Mass at 7pm on the evening of Friday 17 November. On the Feast of the Presentation, Tuesday 21 November, there will be Rosary at 7pm followed by a special Mass of the Presentation.
Anniversaries Cont….

Antonio CANNATARO, Domenico, Vincenzo, Francesco, Italia, Rosina, Nicuccia CRUPI,
Francesco & Itria BARRESI

