As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Malachi     1:14-2:2, 8-10
You have strayed from the way, you have caused many to stumble by your teaching.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

	Custodiscimi, Signore, nella pace.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Thessalonians    2:7-9,13
We were eager to hand over to you not only the Good News but our lives as well.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
You have one Father, your Father in heaven; you have one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Uno solo e’ il Padre vostro, quello celeste e uno solo e’ la vostra Guida, il Cristo.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   23:1-12 
They do not practice what they preach. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$363.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$230.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$226.00

PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   29/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R Pino
M Piscioneri, R Alberti & G Calvi
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte
T Nguyen & M Mizzi    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  05/11/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- G Calvi 
& C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am- R Covello
D Nguyen & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Ersilia MICALLEF (Gozo Malta), Agata RIO


ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Antonio MURATORE, Antonietta MILIDONI Famiglia CARDAMONE,Famiglia MARASCO, Nella CAVEDON, Barbara KELLY-CAVEDON, 
Luigia VALMORBIDA, Michele INZITARI, Antonietta APOLLONIO,
Pasquale, Caterina, Antonia, Francesco & Giuseppina INZITARI
Giuseppe, Stella, Marianna & Veneranda GALATI, Famiglia ALBERTI, Famiglia RISOLI
Daniel DI CESARE, Giovanna & Famiglia CONTE, Vincezo, Domenica, Rocco & Famiglia LIUZZI
Famiglia AVAGLIANO,  Franca BIASIBETTI, Charlie BONNICI, 
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                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 31st  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              5    November,   2023                                                                                                                           
	OH LORD, IT’S HARD TO BE HUMBLE
Keeping Up Appearances’ is a popular British sitcom that ran from 1990-1995. The plot centres on Hyacinth Bucket (pronounced “Bouquet”), a snobbish middle-aged Englishwoman on a lifelong quest to escape her working-class background, climb the social ladder and claim her rightful place in society. 

Hyacinth hosts elegant soirees, including her famous ‘candlelight suppers’ complete with Royal Doulton tea set, in an effort to impose herself on high-society people, usually involving her long-suffering, but compliant husband, Richard; while striving to ‘hide’ her less-refined sisters, Daisy and Rose, and Daisy’s slothful husband, Onslow. Yet somehow, Hyacinth’s family always manages to spoil her grand designs to find fame, usually resulting in chaos and embarrassment. However, Hyacinth is a determined lady, who has one mission in life - to impress people of influence, status and wealth!  In today’s gospel, we meet some scribes and Pharisees who are also intent on ‘keeping up appearances’! For them, religion has more to do with personal gain and they set out to cultivate a greater public profile, attract attention and improve their social status. They shine the spotlight firmly on themselves by wearing “broader phylacteries and longer tassels”; taking “the place of honour at banquets and the front seats in the synagogues” and having people call them “Rabbi.” 

But Jesus wants none of it. True religion is never about external things, craving power and influence or putting on a show for others. Jesus confronts such superficial, shallow and self-indulgent understandings of holiness. He calls his followers to reject such an empty way of life and instead, build their lives on integrity, love and service, and to build relationships of solidarity, equality and mutual concern.   Jesus is also conscious of what the scribes and Pharisees say about the Law and how they act. They do not, as Jesus says, practice what they preach. Their teaching about the Law and its prescriptions places great burdens on people, which they do nothing to ease or remove. Their role, as they see it, puts them above others and they demand, and obviously get, plenty of attention and respect from those around them.  Ultimately, Jesus says: those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. Humility is realising that all we are and have is a gift; that we are dependent on God for everything. Humility is an awareness that we’re not alone, but embraced by God who loves us unconditionally and in whom we can have complete trust. Therefore, we have no need to inflate our egos, be seduced by fame, dominate or put others down, consider ourselves superior or find our value in physical attributes, possessions or reputations. 

As humble disciples of the Good News, may we die to power, domination and ostentation; and rise to simplicity, authenticity, integrity and servant leadership.                                          

                                                                                                                                     David J Hore  CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


	[In this weekend’s Bulletin we present the Special Prayer for Peace that Pope Francis prayed in supplication to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, on Friday 27th October 2023.]
PRAYER FOR PEACE 
BY POPE FRANCIS ON FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER 2023

Mary, look at us! We stand here before you. You are our Mother, and you know our struggles and our hurts. Queen of Peace, you suffer with us and for us, as you see so many of your children suffering from the conflicts and wars that are tearing our world apart.

This is a dark hour, Mother. In this dark hour, we look to you, and in the light of your countenance we entrust ourselves and our problems to your maternal Heart, which knows our anxieties and fears. How great was your concern when there was no place for Jesus at the inn! How great was your fear when you fled in haste to Egypt because Herod sought to kill him! How great was your anguish before you found him in the Temple! Yet, Mother, amid those trials, you showed your strength, you acted boldly: you trusted in God and responded to concern with tender care, to fear with love, to anguish with acceptance. Mother, you did not step back, but at decisive moments you always took initiative: with haste you visited Elizabeth; at the wedding feast of Cana you prompted Jesus’ first miracle; in the Upper Room you kept the disciples united. And when, on Calvary, a sword pierced your heart, Mother, by your humility and strength you kept alive the hope of Easter through the night of sorrow.  Now, Mother, once more take the initiative for us, in these times rent by conflicts and laid waste by the fire of arms. Turn your eyes of mercy towards our human family, which has strayed from the path of peace, preferred Cain to Abel and lost the ability to see each other as brothers and sisters dwelling in a common home. Intercede for our world, in such turmoil and great danger. Teach us to cherish and care for life – each and every human life! – and to repudiate the folly of war, which sows death and eliminates the future.
In your Motherly love for us, you never abandon us, even when we have turned a deaf ear to your appeal of prayer and repentance. Lead us by the hand and bring us to conversion; help us once again to put God first. Help us to preserve unity in the Church and to be artisans of communion in our world. Make us realize once more the importance of the role we play; strengthen our sense of responsibility for the cause of peace as men and women called to pray, worship, intercede and make reparation for the whole human race.

By ourselves, Mother, we cannot succeed; without your Son, we can do nothing. But you bring us back to Jesus, who is our Peace. Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, we come before you and we seek refuge in your Immaculate Heart. Mother of mercy, we appeal for mercy! Queen of Peace, we appeal for peace! Touch the hearts of those imprisoned by hatred; convert those who fuel and foment conflict. Dry the tears of children – at this hour, so many are weeping! – be present to those who are elderly and alone; strengthen the wounded and the sick; protect those forced to leave their lands and their loved ones; awaken new hope.

To you we entrust and consecrate our lives and every fibre of our being, all that we possess and all that we are, forever. To you we consecrate the Church, so that in her witness to the love of Jesus before the world, she may be a sign of harmony and an instrument of peace. To you we consecrate our world, to you we consecrate especially those countries and regions at war.

Your faithful people call you the dawn of salvation; Mother, grant that glimmers of light may illumine the dark night of conflict. Dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit, inspire the leaders of nations to seek paths of peace.  Queen of all peoples, reconcile your children, seduced by evil, blinded by power and hate. You, who are close to all, shorten our distances. You, who have compassion on everyone, teach us to care for one another. You, who reveal the Lord’s tender love, make us witnesses of his consolation and peace. Mother, Queen of Peace, pour forth into our hearts God’s gift of harmony.   Amen.



FEASTS
Thursday 9 November -  The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Friday 10 November - St Leo the Great, Pope, doctor

Saturday 11 November - St Martin of Tours, bishop

	PREGHIERA PER LA PACE 
DA PAPA FRANCESCO VENERDI` 27 OTTOBRE 2023
Maria, guarda a noi! Siamo qui davanti a te. Tu sei Madre, conosci le nostre fatiche e le nostre ferite. Tu, Regina della pace, soffri con noi e per noi, vedendo tanti tuoi figli provati dai conflitti, angosciati dalle guerre che dilaniano il mondo.

Questa è un’ora buia, Madre. E in questa ora buia ci immergiamo nei tuoi occhi luminosi e ci affidiamo al tuo cuore, sensibile ai nostri problemi. Esso non è stato esente da inquietudini e paure: quanta apprensione quando non c’era posto per Gesù nell’alloggio, quanto timore quando di corsa siete fuggiti in Egitto perché Erode voleva ucciderlo, quant’angoscia quando l’avete smarrito nel tempio! Madre, tu nelle prove sei stata coraggiosa, sei stata audace: hai confidato in Dio e hai risposto all’apprensione con la cura, al timore con l’amore, all’angoscia con l’offerta. Madre, non ti sei tirata indietro, ma nei momenti decisivi hai preso l’iniziativa: in fretta sei andata da Elisabetta, alle nozze di Cana hai ottenuto da Gesù il primo miracolo, nel Cenacolo hai tenuto i discepoli uniti. E quando sul Calvario una spada ti ha trapassato l’anima, tu, Madre, donna umile, donna forte, hai tessuto di speranza pasquale la notte del dolore.  Ora, Madre, prendi ancora una volta l’iniziativa; prendila per noi, in questi tempi lacerati dai conflitti e devastati dalle armi. Volgi il tuo sguardo di misericordia sulla famiglia umana, che ha smarrito la via della pace, che ha preferito Caino ad Abele e, perdendo il senso della fraternità, non ritrova l’atmosfera di casa. Intercedi per il nostro mondo in pericolo e in subbuglio. Insegnaci ad accogliere e a curare la vita – ogni vita umana! – e a ripudiare la follia della guerra, che semina morte e cancella il futuro.  
Come nostra Madre, tu che ci ami, non ti stanchi di noi, anche se siamo sordi ai tuoi inviti di preghiera e penitenza. Prendici per mano e guidaci alla conversione, fa’ che rimettiamo Dio al primo posto. Aiutaci a custodire l’unità nella Chiesa e ad essere artigiani di comunione nel mondo. Richiamaci all’importanza del nostro ruolo, facci sentire responsabili per la pace, chiamati a pregare e ad adorare, a intercedere e a riparare per l’intero genere umano.

Madre, da soli non ce la facciamo, senza il tuo Figlio non possiamo fare nulla. Ma tu ci riporti a Gesù, che è la nostra pace. Perciò, Madre di Dio e nostra, noi veniamo a te, cerchiamo rifugio nel tuo Cuore immacolato. Invochiamo misericordia, Madre di misericordia; pace, Regina della pace! Scuoti l’animo di chi è intrappolato dall’odio, converti chi alimenta e fomenta conflitti. Asciuga le lacrime dei bambini – in quest’ora piangono tanto! –, assisti chi è solo e anziano, sostieni i feriti e gli ammalati, proteggi chi ha dovuto lasciare la propria terra e gli affetti più cari, consola gli sfiduciati, ridesta la speranza.  Ti affidiamo e consacriamo le nostre vite, ogni fibra del nostro essere, quello che abbiamo e siamo, per sempre. Ti consacriamo la Chiesa perché, testimoniando al mondo l’amore di Gesù, sia segno di concordia, sia strumento di pace. Ti consacriamo il nostro mondo, specialmente ti consacriamo i Paesi e le regioni in guerra.  
Il popolo fedele ti chiama aurora della salvezza: Madre, apri spiragli di luce nella notte dei conflitti. Tu, dimora dello Spirito Santo, ispira vie di pace ai responsabili delle nazioni. Tu, Signora di tutti i popoli, riconcilia i tuoi figli, sedotti dal male, accecati dal potere e dall’odio. Tu, che a ciascuno sei vicina, accorcia le nostre distanze. Tu, che di tutti hai compassione, insegnaci a prenderci cura degli altri. Tu, che riveli la tenerezza del Signore, rendici testimoni della sua consolazione. Madre, Tu, Regina della pace, riversa nei cuori l’armonia di Dio. Amen.



	HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICE
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.


	MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.




The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

   wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
