S
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Proverbs      31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
Give her a share in what she has worked for.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Happy are those who fear the Lord.

	Beato chi teme il Signore.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Thessalonians    5:1-16
The day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Rimanete in me e io in voi, dice il Signore, chi rimane in me porta molto frutto.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   25: 14-30
Because you have been faithful over a few things; enter into the joy of the Lord. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$719.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$226.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$207.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   19/11/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – N Ziino
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  R DiGuglielmo & P Sparano
M & T Forte & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – B Clark - Loh
G Caruana & S Rottura  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  26/11/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- D Pullicino
E Saliba & T Nguyen
9.00am- L Calafiore & G Calvi
F Pascuzzi, O Strangis & G Barbaro
10.30am- N Sua

B Clark-Loh & V De Leo
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Marita CARUANA (Gozo, Malta)

 
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Giulio GENCARELLI, Gennaro NICOLAZZO, Libero SANTOPIETRO, Dora CIPOLLONE, 

Michele & Sipontina NARDELLA,  Domenica, Vincenzo, Rocco & Famiglia LIUZZI, 
Antonio, Lucia & Famiglia GRAVINA, Suora Ermelinda GRAVINA, Robert Frank ROSANO,
Famiglia ALBERTI, Famiglia RISOLI, Daniel DI CESARE, Giovanna & Famiglia CONTE, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 33rd   Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              19    November,   2023                                                                                                                           
	Don’t be afraid to use your gifts [image: image1]
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Different people have different abilities. A person gifted with imagination or creativity may not be good at administration or finance. Someone with a flair for ‘do it yourself ‘around the house may not be musical. A cook who is ‘at home’ in the kitchen may be completely lost when it comes to anything mechanical. Someone with sporting prowess may find computers and electronics out of their league. 

The rich man in today’s parable was aware of his servants’ abilities. Before departing on his journey, he entrusted his property to each servant in proportion to their ability. He only gave as much responsibility as each one could shoulder. The first two servants worked according to their ability, increasing what had been entrusted to them. But the third did not. He simply returned the one talent he had been given. Fear held him back from using his ability to work for the extra  he was capable of gaining. “I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.” 

Fear can paralyse. It causes us to withdraw; concentrating our attention on ourselves and our security. It freezes our readiness to take risks and to face the unknown. It tempts us to conserve and to obsess about certainties. Fear can strip us of confidence and prevent us from reaching our potential. 

Jesus was aware of the power that fear wielded in people’s lives. When he was at the end of his public life and soon to be executed, Jesus wanted his followers to continue what he’d begun and to embrace his great commission, “Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” But Jesus knew that those who would come after him would encounter many problems. Their biggest problem would be their own fear. Yet Jesus was insistent, “Do not be afraid.”   When Peter fell on his knees saying, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man,” Jesus responded with compassion and understanding. “Do not be afraid, from now on you will fish for people.” When fear threatened to hold Peter back, Jesus called him to let go and walk on with faith and trust. Talents are given to bear fruit, not to lie in the bank or be buried in the ground, safe and unused. It may seem prudent not to risk, but in the end God expects otherwise. “Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten”. In other words, ‘use it or lose it’.   All of us have been gifted by God. If fear causes us to hide our God-given talents, then those around us are deprived. Jesus wants us to live our lives to the full; free from fear and always ready to share our abilities and talents for the good of all.                                                   
                                                                                                                                David J Hore   CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA CRISIS APPEAL 
The sudden escalation of hostilities in Israel and Gaza since 7 October has seen unimaginable impacts for the people affected by this conflict. The human toll has been devastating with more than 7,000 deaths across Israel and Gaza. Over 5,700 Palestinians have been killed so far, nearly half of them are children, while more than 15,000 people have been injured in Gaza. Over 1.4 million people (60% of the population) have been displaced in Gaza with immediate food, shelter, health, and psychosocial needs. Caritas Australia is working with our partner Catholic Relief Services (CRS), providing emergency shelter for over 1,200 people and cash support to over 7,100 families so far. We are also assisting with household items, including mattresses, blankets and other materials and support for food assistance and water, sanitation and hygiene. Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal. You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/gaza or phone 1800 024 413 

AN URGENT PRAYER FOR PEACE. (By Michael McGirr / Caritas Australia)

God of compassion, we turn to you with heavy hearts as we consider the needs of your family. Israelis and Palestinians, we are all your people, each of us loved by You And called to live in peace and justice. We lament the dreadful loss of life, Destruction of property and loss of human dignity. We are pained by so much suffering. We beg you to bring healing to this ancient place. Help your people find a way forward. Enable everyone to look each other in the eye, and embrace each other as sisters and brothers, as they find your image in every face. We ask that courage and grace will help create a wiser and more gentle future, where everyone has a home. God of wisdom, come to our aid. Amen. 
BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Elvie Licovski child of Anthony and Tara, Levi Mouchacca child of Justin and Emma, and Louie Totino child of Adam and Carla who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

FEASTS
Tuesday  21 November -  The Presentation of the Blessesd Virgin Mary
Wednesday 22 November - St Cecilia, virgin, martyr
Friday 24 November – Sts Andrew Dung-Lac, priest, and companions, martyrs

A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than WEDNESDAY.
Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del MERCOLEDI.
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

	POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION 

FOR NOVEMBER 2023  “FOR THE POPE”
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Let us pray for the Pope, so that in the exercise of his mission, he may continue to accompany in the faith the flock entrusted to him by Jesus, always with the help of the Holy Spirit.

With this prayer intention, Pope Francis made an invitation by saying: “Pray to the Lord that he will bless me. Your prayer gives me strength and helps me to discern and to accompany the Church, listening to the Holy Spirit. The fact that someone is Pope doesn't mean they lose their humanity. On the contrary, my humanity grows each day with God's holy and faithful people. Being pope is also a process. The person becomes aware of what it means to be a pastor. And in this process, he learns how to be more charitable, more merciful, and, above all, more patient, like God our Father, who is so patient.”




UN SERVIZIO DI GENEROSITA’  -  A SERVICE OF GENEROSITY
Con profonda gratitudine ringraziamo Rosa Diguglielmo per il suo prezioso servizio che dall’inizio di questa parrocchia ad oggi si e’ prese cure dei Fiori che abelliscono la nostra chiesa.  Ora Rosa, 90nne desidera delegare questo servizio ad altre generose parrochiane, mentre lei dedichera’ piu’ tempo a pregare per tutti.  Cerchiamo di formare un piccolo gruppo di volontarie per un’ora del loro tempo.  Per informazione chiedere alla  segretaria Liz Ph: 9460 3013

With grateful hearts we say thank you dear Rosa for your weekly dedication and service in providing and arranging the flowers for our church, since it’s opening.  Now Rosa at the age of 90yrs is taking some rest and dedicate more time to prayer to pray for all.  We ask for some generous ladies for this service to continue keeping our church beautiful dedicating one hour of their time.  For more information you can ring the secretary Liz on Ph: 9460 3013.

NIGHT OF WITNESS
Night of the Witnesses is an evening of testimony, prayer, song, adoration and reflection to honour the witness of modern-day Christian martyrs and to stand in solidarity with Christians around the world who are suffering persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ. With its origins at Notre Dame and Sacre Coeur Cathedrals in Paris over 15 years ago, Night of the Witnesses is now a regular feature in cities around the world including Madrid, London, Washington D.C. and Krakow. Last year it was hosted in Canberra and this year we look forward to hosting it at 

St Patrick's Cathedral in Melbourne, 1 Cathedral Place, East Melbourne on Wednesday 22 November 2023 7.00pm–8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.

The evening will be presided by Archbishop Peter A Comensoli, with special guest speakers:

· His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph Absi of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, Patriarch of Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem and all the East

· Mr Xavier Bisits, ACN Head of Projects, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt

· Sr Majella Dogonyaro OP, Dominican Sister, Northern Nigeria.

Remembering the persecuted Church through the witness of modern-day Christian martyrs gives us an opportunity to reflect on the strength of our own Christian witness and perhaps to ask the Lord for the grace and courage to be His bright light in a world so desperate for hope. For more information visit www.aidtochurch.org/notw or call 1800 101 201.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
