
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah  11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

	Vieni, Signore, re di giustizia e di pace.




SECOND READING     Romans  15:4-9
Christ the hope of all people.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra; la salvezza di Dio!     Alleluia! 


GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$737.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$362.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$399.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   04/12/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  A DiRico & T Forte
M Piscioneri, F Pascuzzi, R Mercuri, D Biasibetti
10.30am (SUN) – L & L De Marco 
C McMahon, P Nguyen, D Schembri

                                                                    V De Leo & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  11/12/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  E Krygger & N Ziino
P Nguyen & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & F Multari

M Forte, G Tempone, C Alberti & G Calvi
10.30am (SUN) – E Thompson & B Clark-Loh
A Filippone, J Frangiosa,S Dakin, S Rottura
                                                                                                J Iaria
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                           MONEY COUNTERS       05/12/2016            S Dakin, L De Marco
                                               12/12/2016           J & J Kearney, E Bartlett & S Dakin
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    RECENTLY DECEASED    
Michele DI BERARDINO,Angela DI GIOVANNI
ANNIVERSARIES     

Pietro BRUNETTI, Fr Victor BONELLO OFMConv., Fr Justin WOODFORD, Caroline MOORE, 
Elsie MOORE, Margaret POWELL, Emmanuel, Polly, John & Stephen BORG, Francesco MULTARI
Antonio FERRARI, Teresa GRILLO, Sara DE PACE, Tommaso DAFFINA, Betty PELUSO,
Luigi & Stefania LONGO, Itria BARRESI, Vincenzo MICUCCIA, Italia CRUPI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Advent,  Year  A                                                               4  December   2016                                                      
	Preparing the way
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Soon after the Annunciation, when the angel Gabriel declared to Mary that she would conceive a child, Jesus, Mary set out to visit her kinswoman, Elizabeth.  Elizabeth was six months further advanced in her pregnancy and soon to give birth to her son, John, who would come to be known as the Baptist.  Much to the astonishment of both women, when Mary arrived and Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped for joy in Elizabeth’s womb.  The gospel (Luke 1) tells us that, even from within the womb, John recognised that Jesus in Mary’s womb was Emmanuel, God with us, and that his coming heralded an entirely new age.
Years later, Jesus, after having lived about 30 years of relative seclusion, was about to embark on his public ministry.  John again played a powerful prophetic role in announcing, this time to the whole community, the coming of the Lord, the Lamb of God, the Messiah for whom Israel had been waiting in hope for so very long.  Like the prophets of old who had gone before him, John exhorted the people to prepare for the Lord’s coming.  Just as the prophets before John had exhorted, criticised, and chastised the people and urged them to repentance of their sins, conversion of their hearts, and renewal of their lives, so did John now.  True to his own preaching, he himself withdrew to the wilderness, and dedicated himself to fasting, prayer and repentance in preparation for the Lord’s coming.  It is no accident that we are presented with this story of John the Baptist in Advent, as we prepare for the coming of the Lord at Christmas.  John urges us to prepare, by means of prayer, fasting, reflection on our sins and our failings, and attention to our need for conversion of our hearts and our lives.  He urges us to focus on the things that really matter in our lives and in our relationships with God and with each other, and on our practical care and compassion for others, and especially for those in need. He challenges us to make real time – for prayer, for reflection, and for some honest self-examination and serious commitment to change.  Really, he calls us to make our new resolutions now and to put them into effect now.  Not after the festivities of Christmas and New Year, but now.  John is himself a model for us as followers of Jesus-a model of devotion to Jesus, of hope in God’s promises, and of humility, perseverance, courage and self-discipline in our lives.  Indeed, Jesus spoke with very high praise of him: “Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11).  Let us give time and care to prepare for the coming of Our Lord this Christmas – by repentance of our sins, conversion of our hearts, and renewal of our lives.


ADVENT GIVING TREE

At the start of our Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.

BAPTISIM PREPARATION  
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 December at 7.30pm in the Church.

MEMORIAL MASS
Monday 5 December    7.00pm – Maria Vivona (anniversary)
CHURCH NARTHEX FLOOR RESTORATION
The carpet in the church narthex will be replaced by partly new carpet and tiles. We are looking for a Tiler to give us a quotation for the job.  For an appointment to give a quote please contact the Parish House on 9460 3013 or contact Carlo on 0418 371470
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FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE

Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir.  Giovedi 8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 7.30pm.    Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti parrocchiani e amici.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

You are cordially invited at the home of Antonietta and Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir. Thursday 8 December to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with Mass, Rosary and Procession at 7.30pm.  A warm welcome to all parishioners and friends. 




48TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF READINGS, PRAYERS AND CAROLS 
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL CATHEDRAL PLACE, EAST MELBOURNE 
Friday 9 December, 7.30pm.  The annual evening of Christmas carols, readings and prayers this year will include music of Palestrina, Handel, Holst, Archer and Rutter, and will feature the St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir, under the direction of Dr Daryl Barclay, with organist Dion Henman. Archbishop Denis Hart will be the principal celebrant of the evening. Cost: Free
PROGETTO CORELLI CONCERT, CLIFTON HILL: A SHADOW OF TIME
Saturday 10 December, 4pm  St John the Baptist Church, 61 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill
Progetto Corelli, an ensemble specialising in music of the baroque, will perform this December concert, featuring the music of Tarquinio Merula, Telemann, Handel, Corelli, de Boismortier and Jean-Baptiste Lully. The ensemble comprises violin, cello, flute, recorder and harpsichord. Entry is by voluntary donation and bookings are not required. Details: 0449 870 528 or progetto.corelli@gmail.com 
MUSLIM and caTHOLIC MARYAM MEAL
Thursday 8 December, 6.30pm for 7.00pm start Catholic Leadership Centre, Corner Victoria Parade and Hoddle Street, East Melbourne. Catholics and Muslims in Melbourne are invited to come to know each other as friends as we honour and strengthen the relationship between the Australian Intercultural Society and the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne. Taking Mary the Mother of Jesus as our inspiration, the  theme of the reflections for this evening will be ‘Overcoming challenges faced by women of faith’. The Feast of the Immaculate Conception has been chosen intentionally for this event, as honour for Mary the Mother of Jesus is a common feature of both Catholicism and Islam. The program for the evening will feature a conversation between Clara Geoghegan and Arzu Yilmaz, moderated by Sr Cheryl Camp rsm. Cost: $50 Details and bookings: David Schütz on 9926 5708 or eic@cam.org.au or www.trybooking.com/NULJ  RSVP: 6 December

	THE PROPHET ISAIAH IN ADVENT    YEAR A
During Advent in Year A, the First Reading (of the Sunday Mass) always comes from the prophet Isaiah. It is useful to pay particular attention to Isaiah’s Voice, noticing the development of the vision and images he puts before us relating to the meaning of Jesus Christ for the Church and the world. In last week’s reading, Isaiah sees what is to come: the nations assembling, surrendering to the Lord, laying down the weapons of war, beating them into the useful tools of farming and PEACEFUL LIFE. Today, Isaiah describes the qualities of the Spirit of the Lord and the just judgements this brings, resulting in a WORLD OF NO CONFLICT. In next week’s text, Isaiah describes the glorious and triumphant coming of the Lord and THE HEALING OF ALL THAT IS BROKEN. In the final week of Advent, Isaiah speaks of the maiden who will conceive and give birth to one who is “GOD-IS-WITH-US”
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· Advent is a time when we journey towards Jesus and his Kingdom of justice and peace.
· With the close of the Jubilee, we look ahead at how to continue to experience with joy, fidelity and enthusiasm the richness of God’s mercy.
· Jesus calls us to be bearers of joy and consolation as his merciful witnesses.

· Mercy is not a parenthesis in the life of the Church; it constitutes her very existence, making tangible the profound truths of the Gospel.


FEASTS
Wednesday 7 December – St Ambrose, bishop, doctor.
Thursday 8 December – Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

CALENDARI ITALIANI 2017 IN VENDITA

In vendita Calendari Italiani 2017 prezzo, $10.00.   Puo’ essere un regalo per Natale.

ST JAMES BRIGHTON RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

Sunday 4 December, 7pm St James Church,73 North Road, Gardenvale.  From parish priest Fr Martin Dixon: ‘As we move to the beginning of rebuilding St James Church, we are holding a service to acknowledge, to lament, for healing, for reconciliation, for hope. Bring along a chair, rug or cushion as we gather to lament for the past and pray for our future.’ You are invited to join Fr Martin and Francis Sullivan, CEO of the Truth Justice and Healing Council of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. The service will be conducted in the St James Church grounds in front of the presbytery. Details: Robyn on 9596 1334
