
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah  35:1-6,10
God himself will come and save us.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, come and save us.

	Vieni, Signore, re di giustizia e di pace.




SECOND READING     James 5:7-10
You also must be patient: do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra; la salvezza di Dio!     Alleluia! 


GOSPEL  Matthew 11:2-11
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$673.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$366.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$352.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   11/12/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – E Krygger & N Ziino
P Nguyen & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & F Multari
M Forte, G Tempone, C Alberti & G Calvi
10.30am (SUN) – E Thompson & B Clark-Loh 
A Filippone, J Frangiosa, S. Dakin, S Rottura

                                                                    J Iaria
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  18/12/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  B Nadenbousch & G Canavan
N Ziino & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro

P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & Sr T Fitzsimmons
A & R Gatto, J & J Kearney, B Clark-Loh
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                       MONEY COUNTERS       12/12/2016            J & J Kearney, E Barlett & S Dakin
                                               19/12/2016           A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    RECENTLY DECEASED    
Francesco SIRIANNI (d. Rec. in America), Emmanuel SULTANA
ANNIVERSARIES     

Vincenzo & Sabato VECCHIO, Alessandra FORLANO, Marianne VECCHIO,Antonio & Vincenzo RIPOLI
Mario & Antonio RIPOLI, Carolina SCARPA, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI

Luigi CAVEDON, Domenico, Maria-Rosa , Concetta, Antonio & Vincenzo RUGGIERO,

Giuseppe & Nunziata  AMATO, Matteo & Maria-Giulia RICCIO, Maria Francesca CURCI,
Antonio PISCIONERI, Concetta, Francesco, & Giuseppe PAPALIA, Gina DI DONATO
Donata QUINTILI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd Sunday of Advent,  Year  A                                                               11  December   2016                                                      
	Salvation at hand
Talk about a change of fortune!  John the Baptist had started out so well.  Even though he took himself off to the wilderness, he’d had no trouble drawing the crowds who’d wanted to hear his message of repentance and salvation.  He’d preached about the messiah, who would come with power and might.  But once his plain speaking had caused him to lose favour with the authorities, everything changed.  Today’s gospel reading shows us just how low he fell.  John, now in prison, his life in jeopardy, can see the writing is on the wall.  This man, who had staked his life on following Jesus is now beset by uncertainty.  He’s asking himself if he got it all wrong.  Once he was able to say with conviction ‘Behold the Lamb of God’, but now he wonders if he’s been following the right person. From prison John has been hearing about the acts of compassion and healing Jesus performs for the people on the margins.  Understandably, he wants some answers, as this isn’t the sort of messiah he’s been expecting.  He sends his followers to ask ‘Are you the one who is to come or are we to expect another?  In reply, Jesus tells John to look at what he’s doing, and with what sort of people, and that’s where he’ll find his answer.  In other words, God’s kingdom is to be found in the gentle liberating power of love and compassion.  We can’t help wondering how surprising John found this response.  Upon reflection, though, it would have reminded him of the promise of Isaiah, with its poetic vision of God’s kingdom breaking into the world.  When we look carefully into our own lives, we too might be surprised to notice how the saving power of God’s love and goodness is not found in the glare of the spotlight.  Revelation can come to us in the most ordinary ways.  Sometimes we can complicate things, but the way to faith is simple, and this is as true for us as it was for John.  It comes with the realisation that here, in our own humanity, is the presence of God’s love, always with us, even in our times of waiting and doubt.  What Jesus offers is not a rescue, but salvation in and through our struggles.  John, after all, was not rescued from the death which awaited him.  We brought low, we too find ourselves asking ‘Who are you?’, and yet Advent is a time when we wait for God to be revealed to us in new ways of thinking and acting.  Perhaps our biggest surprise is that our broken humanity is the raw material from which our new humanity will arise.  For answers we look, not to the palaces of power, but to the stable.  The child to be born in a manger, the excluded one, will welcome us all, and an out of the way stable will be the place where those who are outside can come in to God’s love.



BAPTISIM 
Congratulations to Matthew Hauser child of Simon and Ornella, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome him into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

CHURCH NARTHEX FLOOR RESTORATION
The carpet in the church narthex will be replaced by partly new carpet and tiles. We are looking for a Tiler to give us a quotation for the job.  For an appointment to give a quote please contact the Parish House on 9460 3013 or contact Carlo on 0418 371470
MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICE
Please note that there will not be any Monday Communion Service between Monday 12th December 2016 and Monday 30th January 2017. Mondays Communion Service will start again on Monday 6th February 2017. Thanks to the ministers who lead communion services on Mondays and other times when the priest is not available. 
SCHOOL END OF YEAR MASS
Friday 16th December 2016 the 9.10am mass we celebrate and pray with all the school children the end of year of the school. We thank God for the year we had in school and thank the school Principal and staff and all the school families. May God blessings be with them always. 
FEASTS

Tuesday 13 December – St Lucy

Wednesday 14 December St John of the Cross

CALENDARI ITALIANI 2017 IN VENDITA

In vendita Calendari Italiani 2017 prezzo, $10.00.   Puo’ essere un regalo per Natale.

MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSIONS
Copies of the Melbourne overseas Missions’ annual report are available in the church narthex and near the side door. There are also some special envelopes for anyone who wishes to give contribution to the MOM which you can leave in the collection baskets or (cheque or direct debit) you can send it direct to Melbourne Overseas Mission Fund Inc. PO Box 146 East Melbourne Vic. 8002
CHRISTMAS CONCERT FOR ORGAN AND TRUMPET 
Tuesday 13 December, 6.30pm–7.30pm  St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cathedral Place, East Melbourne
This one-off Christmas concert will feature music from the 17th century to the present day, played by the extraordinarily gifted pair of Geoffrey Payne (principal trumpet with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra) and Melbourne’s Anthony Halliday (described in Leipzig as ‘one of the great international organists’). Handel, Bach and Haydn are represented, along with other great composers, including Anthony Halliday himself, who will play his Christmas Rhapsody.   Cost: $20. Children under 15 free. Tickets at the door.   Details: 9926 5753 or paul.taylor@cam.org.au 
	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· Let us learn from the Blessed Mother how to have a humble heart capable of receiving God’s gifts.

· Jesus gives meaning to my life here on earth and hope for the life to come.
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Jesus teaches us always to go to the essentials and to take on our own mission with responsibility.
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   CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

SATURDAY 17th  DECEMBER - 2016

Working Bee 8.00am – 12.00noon.   Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the church to prepare for Christmas.
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WEDNESDAY  21st  DECEMBER  - 2016  

7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony

SATURDAY  24th  DECEMBER – 2016  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Individual Confessions

6.00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass

SUNDAY 25th  DECEMBER  2016  - CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

SATURDAY 31st  DECEMBER 2016  -  NEW YEAR’S EVE

There will be the usual Saturday Night Mass at 6.00pm.

SUNDAY 1st  JANUARY  2017  -  NEW YEAR’S DAY

There will be the usual Sunday Mass times: 
9.00am in Italian,10.30am in English. 
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato)                17/12/2016      10.30am

Tuesday (Martedi’)              20/12/2016        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)     21/12/2016        9.30am 

Thursday (Giovedi)             22/12/2016         9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)                 23/12/2016        9.30am
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Saturday (Sabato)                24/12/2016      10.30am & 5.30pm
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