As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah      40:1-5, 9-11
Prepare the way for the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvatioin.

	Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    2 Peter     3:8-14
We wait for new heavens and a new earth.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri:  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Mark   1:1-8
Make straight the paths of the Lord. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$541.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$362.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$290.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   10/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Saliba
N Ziino & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & F Multari
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo
D Nguyen & J Iaria 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  17/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- B Nadenboush 
E Krygger & D Nguyen
9.00am- T Forte & R Pino
F Multari, G Barbaro & O Strangis
10.30am- L De Marco
T Nguyen & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Pietro PICCONE (d. Rec 2/12/23 – Fratello di Rosa DiGuglielmo) Maria NICOLAZZO

 
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Vita PISTONE, Michael BUTERA, Barbara KELLY-CAVEDON, Elizabeth Ly PHAM, 
Chris PORTELLI, Bishop Joe O’CONNELL, Bishop Joe GRECH

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 2nd  Sunday of Advent     Year  B                                                          10   December,   2023                                                                                                                           
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A voice in the wilderness 
I recall a scripture scholar describing John the Baptist as an extremely eccentric character with an odd wardrobe and an unusual diet. However, you imagine him, certainly John must have had a captivating personality, attracting large followings in less than comfortable surroundings, and this surely suggests that his message carried real conviction. 

Mark and his fellow gospel writers are in no doubt that John the Baptist is the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecies about the one who would prepare the way for the coming of the messiah. Accordingly, John takes centre-stage in the liturgies of Advent. He invites us to think about our lives and to what extent we have welcomed the Lord into them, and how readily we are responding to his continuing invitation to follow him.   In his second letter Saint Peter is obviously concerned that the enthusiasm of some members of the early Christian community is beginning to wane because the promised Second Coming of the Lord has not arrived, and here are we, two thousand years later, still waiting and wondering. Of course, one of the fascinating aspects of Advent is that it expects us not only to commemorate the First Coming – the birth of the Christ-child in Bethlehem – but also requires us to look forward to his Second Coming in glory.   As we mature through life, we may well, like those Christians of the first century begin to wane in our zeal and commitment. It can prove difficult to capture the magic of Christmas as we experienced it in our childhood, and the Second Coming may seem like a dim and distant prospect. However hard we try “to live lives without spot or stain”, we may be growing weary, wondering how the Lord is going to fulfil his promises for us personally and for the whole of his creation.  Perhaps one of the lessons we can learn from this Sunday’s liturgy is that we are not likely to find the answers in the hustle and bustle of everyday life. We do need to withdraw into the desert within ourselves if we are to hear the voice in the wilderness calling us to “make a straight highway for our God”. The temptation is to allow the cacophony of voices to distract us and crowd out the one voice that wants to clarify our thinking and give us the inner peace that will put everything into perspective.   Entering the mind of God, we will discover that a day can mean a thousand years, while a thousand years are like a day. With that perspective we may be able to recapture the joy of our youth and the sense of wonder that infused our minds at Christmas in those days. Remember: we need the trust of the little child to be ready for the Kingdom. 

A very merry Christmas to one and all.                                                                      

                                                                                                                     Timothy J Buckley  CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


	ADVENT 23

COME LORD JESUS YOU ARE OUR HOPE AS WE WALK TOGETHER IN FAITH
“Let every valley be filled in, and every mountain and hill be laid low” On this second Sunday of Advent we are introduced to John the Baptist who calls us to prepare and repent, calls us to change and be renewed. As we light the Second Candle (Bethlehem Candle) we prepare for the coming of Jesus by our own renewal of Faith. By the river Jordan, St John the Baptist calls us to acknowledge the graceful influence of Jesus Christ and to renew our faith and discipleship. We pray for all who dedicate their lives ceaselessly to the work of justice and peace, that their passion for a new world will call us to a change of heart.
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POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 2023  
“FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES”
“Let us pray that people with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society and that institutions offer inclusion programs that value and enhance their active participation.



ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to help people in need only by donating money in the box near the Crib and the Christmas Giving Tree. Thank you.  

END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS

The End of School Year School Mass will be held on Wednesday 13 December 2023 at the normal weekday mass time which is at 9.10am

BAPTISM

Congratulations to Julian Muscat child of Michael and Lisa, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Julian into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

FEASTS
Wednesday  13  December -  St Lucy, virgin, martyr
Thursday 14 December – St John of the Cross, priest, doctor
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 

TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  20  DECEMBER  - 2023

7.00pm. General  Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony
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SUNDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2023  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass

MONDAY 25  DECEMBER – 2023  CHRISTMAS  DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian
10.30am Mass in English
TUESDAY  26  DECEMBER  - 2023   BOXING DAY

10.00am Mass In Italian
WEEKEND SATURDAY  30  & SUNDAY 31  DECEMBER, 2023 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY    

Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday: 5.30pm, Sunday:  9.00am (Italian) 
10.30am (English)

MONDAY 1 JANUARY 2024: NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English

TUESDAY 2 JANUARY 2024

10.00am Mass in Italian
WEEKEND OF SATURDAY 6  &  SUNDAY 7 JANUARY 2024:  
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY.
Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian0 10.30am (English)
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato) - 16/12/2023   5.00pm  

Tuesday (Martedi’) - 19/12/2023  9.30am  
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Wednesday (Mercoledi’) - 20/12/2023  9.30am          
Thursday (Giovedi) - 21/12/2023  9.30am  
Friday (Venerdi’) - 22/12/2023   9.30am
Saturday (Sabato) - 23/12/2023  5.00pm          



	P


The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
