As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Baruch   5:1-9
Jerusalem – God will show you splendour.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

	Grandi cose ha fatto il Signore per noi.



SECOND READING     Philippians   1:3-6, 8-11
Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the day of Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!  Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Luke   3:1-6
All people shall see the salvation of God.                      
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$491.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$372.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$345.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  09/12/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – E Krygger & B Nadenbousch
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & R Fato
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – Sr Estelita & H J Lopez
P & K Nguyen, V De Leo & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  16/12/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Saliba & Sr T Fitzsimmons
E Krygger & M Mzzi
9.00am (SUN) – C Agostinelli & R Pino
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – E Bartlett & J Kearney
J Iaria, D Schembri, T Nguyen & B Clark-Loh
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                               MONEY COUNTERS       10/12/2018        J Kearney & E Bartlett
                                               17/12/2018       F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Rita SCHWALGER, Spiro AGIUS,
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    
Gabriele ROTOLONE, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI, 
Carlo Ernesto COSTANZO, Maria Francesca FURCI, Luigi & Stefania LONGO, 

Tommaso SCHENA, Antonio & Rosetta TRALLI, Donata & Ottavio QUINTILI, 
Vincenzo CRUPI, Itria BARESSI-LOPRESI

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Advent,  Year  C                                                                9   December,   2018                                                      
	A new day dawns
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Maybe the most basic prayer of Jewish faith is the Shema: ‘Hear O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one.’  It is found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and prayed in the traditional prayer service, morning and evening.  
Jesus quoted the Shema when asked about the greatest commandment (Mark 12:29), and St Paul presents to the Corinthians a revised and expanded version of the Shema in his first letter to them: “yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist” (8:6).

St Paul transfigured the prayer at the very heart of Israel’s faith.  It is hard to underestimate how radical this was for him and for the early Christians.  This transformation was not because St Paul (or Peter, or James or any of the other apostles) stopped being Jewish.  Rather, they recognised something happened so monumental for Israel and for the entire world that it changed everything.  What happened?

The answer of course is the answer to the questions our children respond to during children’s liturgy.  Jesus happened.  His death and resurrection changed everything so fundamentally that St Paul had to transfigure the Shema in order to be faithful to the God of Israel who acted definitively in these events, just like he acted in the exodus (rescuing Israel from Egypt and delivering them through the Red Sea) and, many years later, in the return of his people to the Holy Land after years of exile.  The death and resurrection of Jesus signify the culmination of the whole story: a new exodus and new restoration, through Israel for the whole world.  If you take a look at the Second Reading today you will see St Paul transfigure another core element of Israel’s ancient faith: the “Day of the Lord.”  The idea is traced back to the song Israel sings on far shore of the Red Sea after the armies of Egypt are washed away before their eyes.  In this song (found in Exodus 15) the people of Israel refer to this moment of liberation as “the day.”  Through the history of Israel, that day, remembered annually at Passover, came to represent the hope that God would bring a similar “day” and deliver them from evil.  In the prophetic books of the Bible the “Day of the Lord” means the ultimate moment of reckoning, when God will rid his good creation of evil and bring about his liberating justice once and for all.  And St Paul uses the term in his fresh way: the “day of the Lord” of the prophets is now, finally, the “day of Christ Jesus.”

Jesus’s death and resurrection means the defeat of evil and the neutralisation of its power.  His day has already dawned.
                                                                                                                              W Chris Hackett                                             
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                      ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.


MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSION APPEAL SUNDAY 9th DECEMBER
Envelopes are available in Narthex and near side door to give contribution to the Melbourne Overseas Mission which for over 40 years has been helping and developing spiritual and pastoral work in other nations in need. This is done also by supporting priests, religious and lay missionries who are sent to minister in the needy countries. Some of the Countries helped by MOM are: Papua New Guinea, Vietnam, Gambia, Ghana, Pakistan, Botswana, Nigeria, Peru and Jerusalem. Archbishop Peter 
Comensoli commend the Melbourne Overseas fund to your continuing support.  
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CUPPA
There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass this weekend.   It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

WORKING BEE SATURDAY 15 DECEMBER
Working Bee 8.00am – 12.30pm.   Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the church to prepare for Christmas.  Lunch will be provided.

ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 18 Dicembre celebrazione Natalizia con S. Messa di ringraziamento. Alla conclusione ci sara’ un rinfresco con l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e La Befana.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi!

NINE DAY DAWN MASS (SIMBANG GABI) st lukes church lalor
Everyone’s Welcome… 9 day Dawn Mass (Simbang Gabi) - Mass starts at 5.00am from 16 December – 24 December 2018.  St Lukes Church 1A David St, Lalor   Vic   3075.  

Details: Parish Office 9465 2180, Fr Luciano – 0411 206 858, Fr Emilio – 0418 991 543.

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020: WHAT IS GOD ASKING OF US IN AUSTRALIA AT THIS TIME?

 Have your say by Wednesday 6 March, 2019   Details: http://www.cam.org.au/plenary/
ADVENT SEASON REFLECTION - SATURDAYS 8, 15 AND 22 DECEMBER, 9.30AM–5PM
St Joseph’s Home, 112B St Georges Road, Northcote

The Little Sisters of the Poor in Northcote will host four days of reflection over the Advent Season, guided by Fr Edward Moloney from the Corpus Christi Seminary, Melbourne. The reflection days are for single Catholic women aged 18 to 35 who desire to enrich their spiritual growth during the Advent Season. These days will include Spiritual talks, Eucharistic Adoration, Holy Mass, Sacrament of Reconciliation, and time for personal and communal prayers.  Enquiries: Sr Mary Lourdes on 9489 8444 or Admin1.mel@lsp.org.au
FEASTS

Thursday 13 December – St Lucy

Friday 14 December – St John of the Cross

	   CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

THURSDAY  20th  DECEMBER  - 2018

7.00pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony
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MONDAY 24th  DECEMBER – 2018  CHRISTMAS EVE

7.00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass
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TUESDAY 25th  DECEMBER  2018  - CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

WEDNESDAY  26th  DECEMBER 2018  -  BOXING DAY

10.00am  Mass in memory of Antonio Calvitto (1yr)
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WEEKEND SATURDAY 29th  / SUNDAY 30th  DECEMBER  2018  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend:  Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

TUESDAY  1st  JANUARAY  2019;  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato)             15/12/2018      10.30am           

Tuesday (Martedi’)           18/12/2018        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)  19/12/2018        9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)           20/12/2018       9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)              21/12/2018        9.30am           

Saturday (Sabato)             22/12/2018       10.30am  
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· This Advent, make yourself small, make yourself humble, make yourself a servant of others, and the Lord will give you the ability to understand how to make peace.
· The beginning of faith is feeling the need for salvation: this is the way that prepares us to meet Jesus.



