As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah      61:1-2. 10-11
I exult for joy in the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul rejoices in my God.

	La mia anima esulta nel mio Dio.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    Thessalonians     5:16-24
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ..

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good New to the poor.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Lo spirito del Signore Dio e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  John 1:6-8, 19-28
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.  
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$518.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$244.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$229.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   17/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – B Nadenboush
E Krygger & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R Pino
F Multari, G Barbaro & O Strangis
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco
T Nguyen & M Mizzi 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  24/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Krygger
T Nguyen & B Nadenbousch
9.00am- G Calvi & L Calafiore
M Piscioneri, R Pino & R Alberti
10.30am- L Conte
D Nguyen & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Giovanna MARINACCI

 
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Giuseppe NICASTRI, Charlie, Carmela, Joe & Doris BUHAGIAR, Eddie DAKIN, 
Frank MICALLEF, Mick FAVA, Libero, Antonio & Francesco SANTOPIETRO, 
Mariagrazia MURDICA, Pasquale TIMPANO, Elda ADDONA
Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI,
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
[image: image1.jpg]


       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 3rd  Sunday of Advent     Year  B                                                          17   December,   2023                                                                                                                           
	God’s flock will not go without 
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For centuries, the Jewish people had treasured the words of prophets like Isaiah. They would have had the promises we see in today’s gospel and first reading inscribed on their minds and hearts. 
Isaiah, particularly, spoke of the promise of God’s decisive response to the suffering of his people and to evil in the world. Through Isaiah, God promised his people that, in the “year of favour from the Lord and the day of vindication”, he would “reveal his glory”, “feed his flock like a shepherd” and “gather the lambs in his arms”. On that day, God would raise a king from the house of David, whom he would anoint to “bring good news to the poor”, “bind up hearts that are broken” and “proclaim liberty to captives”.  And after years of waiting, John the Baptist was telling his people that the day was arriving.   By quoting Isaiah 40, John casts himself as Isaiah’s prophesied “voice crying out in the wilderness”. John proclaims that he is the herald for the moment when, as Isaiah describes, “the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together”.   The mention of God’s glory is a crucial point, as the glory of the Lord was often described in the Old Testament as a pillar of consuming fire that showed God’s strength and holiness. This glory would go before them in extraordinary moments of salvation and deliverance, such as during the Exodus, or moments of the revelation of God’s will, such as the giving of the Law at Sinai. God’s presence was so holy and mighty that when it appeared before them, it needed to be concealed from the people of Israel in a pillar of cloud or, later, in the Temple.  The prophets spoke forward to a day when God’s glory would be revealed in a way that was no longer concealed but fully disclosed for all to see. John the Baptist’s quoting of Isaiah calls to mind this promise of the day when the one true God would dwell among them without barrier or division between them.   So, when John the Baptist explains that he is preparing people to meet “the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie”, he is describing this person as the revelation of God’s glory, coming with the power and holiness of God himself.   Through Jesus, the glory of God witnessed in the gospels is not the fiery presence of the Old Testament but the radiance of the character of God, the grace and truth about which Moses heard and Isaiah witnessed, in the person and life of Jesus.   In Jesus, who John the Baptist will soon reveal as the “lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world”, we can know the God who is so powerful, holy and unlike us that there should barriers between us. But we know him now as God with us, anointing us with the same Spirit that Isaiah promised would anoint the Messiah. 
                                                                                                                                     Joseph Doyle                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


	ADVENT 23

COME LORD JESUS YOU ARE OUR HOPE AS WE WALK TOGETHER IN FAITH
This week we are given a wonderful sense of the fulfilment of prophecy. Everything promised in the scriptures is about to be fulfilled. All the hopes contained in the old covenant are soon to be accomplished. Into this picture of hope and promise steps the powerful figure of Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist. John knew, without any doubt that God had a plan and purpose for his life. This divine purpose, his vocation, lay in fulfilling the words spoken many years earlier through the prophet Isaiah, to be “a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord”. We can be like any of the crowd who gathered around John the Baptist. We can be alert to his message, that the Messiah is already among us, or we can be blind to this saving presence.
Joy and Peace will be felt around the world, when the broken-hearted and the oppressed receive
Good News and support and when captives are free. 
Joy will be experienced around the world, with overflowing hope in the coming of Jesus.
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POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 2023  
“FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES”
“Let us pray that people with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society and that institutions offer inclusion programs that value and enhance their active participation.



ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to help people in need only by donating money in the box near the Crib and the Christmas Giving Tree. Thank you.  

WELCOME TO GRACE BONELLO
We welcome in our parish, Fr Manny’s sister, Grace Bonello, who traveled from Gozo, Malta for
 a visit to Australia, catching up with family and friends.
BAPTISM

Congratulations to Paolo Piscioneri child of Geraldo and Ellen, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Paolo into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 

TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  20  DECEMBER  - 2023

7.00pm. General  Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony
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SUNDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2023  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass

MONDAY 25  DECEMBER – 2023  CHRISTMAS  DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian
10.30am Mass in English
TUESDAY  26  DECEMBER  - 2023   BOXING DAY

10.00am Mass In Italian
WEEKEND SATURDAY  30  & SUNDAY 31  DECEMBER, 2023 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY    

Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday: 5.30pm, Sunday:  9.00am (Italian) 
10.30am (English)

MONDAY 1 JANUARY 2024: NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English

TUESDAY 2 JANUARY 2024

10.00am Mass in Italian
WEEKEND OF SATURDAY 6  &  SUNDAY 7 JANUARY 2024:  
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY.
Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian0 10.30am (English)
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato) - 16/12/2023   5.00pm  

Tuesday (Martedi’) - 19/12/2023  9.30am  
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Wednesday (Mercoledi’) - 20/12/2023  9.30am          
Thursday (Giovedi) - 21/12/2023  9.30am  
Friday (Venerdi’) - 22/12/2023   9.30am
Saturday (Sabato) - 23/12/2023  5.00pm          



	


The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
