
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 7:10-14
The virgin will conceive.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

	Ecco, viene il Signore, re della gloria.


SECOND READING     Romans 1:1-7
Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Ecco la vergine concepira’ e dara’ alla luce un figlio: a lui sara’ dato il nome di Emmanuele: Dio con noi!.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-24
Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$677.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$303.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$271.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   22/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
B Krygger & B Nadenbousch
E Saliba & J Pullicino
9.00am (SUN) – 
 G Calvi & R Fato 
T Forte, G Calvi & R Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & C Antonio
J & J Kearney & R Iuele
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  29/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
E Saliba & D Pullicino
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) – P Sparano & C Agostinelli
M Piscioneri, G Calvi & D Biasibetti
10.30am (SUN) –  J Akinido & G Canavan
P Nguyen, S Rottura & S Miano
MONEY COUNTERS      23/12/2013         E Claridge, F Carabott & Canavan
                                              30/12/2013        D Herbert, C McMahon, S Miano & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Angelo LEGGIERO, Ida FARINACCI
ANNIVERSARIES   
Bishop Joe GRECH, Frank Dante DE SENSI, Antonio GARRO, Margherita GARRO Anna PUCCIO, Antonino GARRO, Francesco CONTE, Famiglia VALMORBIDA, Famiglia CAVEDON, Rocco FERRARO, 

Famiglia PUGLIESE, , Josephine & Adrien MADIONA, Luigi & Giovanni PASCUZZI, 
Corrado GIANNONE, Salvatore & Giuseppina CANZONERI, Johnny FORTE, Carmela BUHAGIAR
Maria-Rosa LAMBRAIA, Bambina GUGLIELMI, Francesco VACIRCA, Michele NICOLAZZO
Michele & Pasqualina ROSSIGNUOLO, Michele CHIODO, Francesco MULTARI,
Giulio, Bettina, Santo & Vittorio CALIGIURI, Giovanni & Famiglia PAPALIA, 
Pasqualina & Famiglia PUGLIESI, Vincenzo, Maria & Famiglia SALVI, Famiglia DI RICO, 
Famiglia MACCIACCA, Michelangelo, Maria, Giovanni, Angelina & Michael BUTERA, 
Antonio & Teresa RISOLI, Rosina BRUNO, Antonio ALBERTI, Domenico & Carmela DIGIGLIO
Michele STABILE, Carmela CARUSO, Lucia ONNEMBO, Sabato, Elio & Asunta DANIELO
Marianina & Vincenzo VECCHIO, Nicolina GIOVINAZZO, Costantino & Saveria BUTERA

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    4th Sunday of Advent       Year A                                                            22  December,  2013    
	What’s in a name?
Every day during breakfast, our elderly auntie was going through the birth notices in the morning paper.  “Isn’t that shocking,” she complained.  “Here’s a baby who has been named Jesus.”
The birth notice was placed by a Spanish family on the arrival of their new son.  For them, it was a common name for boys.  For auntie, the name of Jesus was reserved only for the Son of God. She didn’t realise that the name of Jesus was and still is, under different forms, a very common name.

According to today’s gospel, the angel tells Joseph to name the child “Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.”  The name Jesus comes to us from Greek, the language in which the gospels were first written.  Jesus is from the Greek version of the Jewish name Joshua, a very common name today for both Jewish and non-Jewish boys.  At the same time, Joshua, like many Jewish names, has a special meaning.  While we in Australia might give a name to a child because it’s a common name in our family or because it sounds nice, in some other cultures people give a name to a child because that name has a particular meaning.
In the Hebrew bible, Joshua was the name of the one who succeeded Moses.  Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land.  Behind the Jewish name Joshua is the idea of salvation or victory.  This idea is reflected in today’s gospel:  “you must name him Jesus because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins”.  This common Jewish name given to Jesus tells us a lot about who Mary’s child really is.  The use of a common name indicates that Jesus is truly human.  He grew up like any other Jewish boy of his time.  He learnt and practiced the religious traditions of his Jewish parents and their ancestors.   As a human being, he had the same range of human feelings as we do.  Like us, he knew happiness and sadness, success and failure.  His name also tells us something about the meaning of his life.  Like the great Joshua of old, he will bring about salvation for God’s people.  Unlike the original Joshua’s victories, which involved the killing of people.  Jesus’ victory will come about in exactly the opposite way.  He will be killed because of what he will do and say.  Herod’s attempt to murder him is a sign of what is to come.  He will be executed as a common criminal.  The victory of Jesus will not be over other human beings but over the power of sin and evil.  But there is also something more to the name of Jesus. Let’s go back to auntie and her disapproval of the family’s naming their son Jesus.  Mistaken as it was, her disapproval points to a truth – the truth that Jesus is more than a human being.  He is also the Son of God, and so his name is sacred.  Through Jesus, God became part of our world and of our history.  The Christmas story is not just about a man and a woman and the birth of their child in the poverty of a manger.  It’s about God loving us so much that he became part of our human story. All this in a name.



	 
           CHRISTMAS
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On the Fourth Sunday of Advent the gospel gives us an event that happened at the time before the birth of Jesus. In the Church’s Liturgy this Year is called Year A, when on Sundays we mostly hear from the Gospel of St. Matthew. In today’s Gospel we read St Matthew’s gospel story before the birth of Jesus which gives focus to the figure of St. Joseph, (our patron saint), who in the midst of some concerns was called not to be afraid but to be ready to take Mary as his wife and welcome Jesus. Advent is a call to welcome Jesus. As a parish community, as we welcome and accept God’s coming to us with the feast of Christmas, may we, like Mary and Joseph, continue to cooperate with God in bringing the news of great joy to every person through our prayers, kindness and responsible Christian living. 

 
As we celebrate Christmas this week, let us be grateful to all our parishioners and friends who through their faith are doing their best to see goodness in our community. Thanks to the Presbytery and Parish Office people (Secretary and Pastoral Associate, the cook, and helpers) for their great work of coordination in the Parish. Thanks to the School Principal and Teachers, the School Board, the School Fund raising committee, Parents and friends. Thanks to all the groups of people for their good work in the parish: the Parish Pastoral Team, The Liturgy Team, Finance Committee, Maintenance Committee, the Working Bee Helpers, the Italian Ladies and Men’s Committees, the Italian Prayer Group, the Mother’s prayer group, the ministers of communion at mass, and to the sick, the readers, those who lead communion services, those who welcome people, the music people and the singers at mass, those at the overhead and data projector, the money collectors, the counters, the altar servers, and those who prepare for mass. Thanks to Parish Hall coordinator and to those who use the Hall regularly: the Italian Pensioners’ Club, the Acquaro Club, and the Maltese Stella Maris Club. 
 
Thanks also to anyone else who has been involved in the parish ministry and activities during the year. Thank you all for your dedication and your great help in our Parish living our motto: “Let us work together”
To everyone, Parishioners and Friends
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Happy Christmas and Happy New Year

Buon Natale e Buon Anno Nuovo


Il-Milied it-Tajjeb u s-Sena t-Tajba
 
Manny Bonello



BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Amelia Galea child of Ruben and Amanda, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome her into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

THANK YOU PARISH COMMITTEES

Sincere thanks to the  Italian Ladies/Mens Committee, Stella Maris Association and Charismatic Prayer Group for their kind donations to the parish this year.
	CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

[image: image4.jpg]AN




TUESDAY  24th  DECEMBER 2013  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30pm. Individual Confessions

7.00pm. Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass.

WEDNESDAY  25th  DECEMBER – 2013  CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

THURSDAY 26th  DECEMBER 2013 BOXING DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.
SUNDAY 29th  DECEMBER 2013:  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend: 
[image: image5.jpg]


Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

WEDNESDAY 1st  JANUARY 2014  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English.

THURSDAY 2nd  JANUARY 2014  NEW YEAR’S DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.
MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICE

Please note that there will not be any Monday Communion Service between Monday 23rd December 2013 and Monday 27th January 2014.  Mondays Communion Service will start again on Monday 3rd February 2014.  Thanks to the ministers who lead communion services on Monday and other times when the priest is not available.



CALENDARI ITALIANI 2014 IN VENDITA – COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2014
In vendita Calendari Italiani 2014 prezzo, $9.00.   Puo’ essere un regalo per Natale.
The 2014 Columban Calendar is NOW available at $9.00ea.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES
There are Christmas offering envelopes in the seats.   Please be generous to the parish during this Christmas season.

MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 22 December 3.00pm – Antonino & Margherita Garro (1 yr)

Monday 23 December 7.00pm – Anna Puccio (anniversary)

THANK YOU

Thank you to those parishioners who donated the church flowers for Christmas.

THIS IS THE LAST BULLETIN FOR THE YEAR AND NEXT BULLETIN WILL BE ISSUED ON SUNDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2014

