
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah  49:14-15
Even these may forget, says the Lord God, yet I will not forget you
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Rest in God alone, my soul.

	Solo in Dio riposa l’anima mia.



SECOND READING     Corinthians  4:1-5
The Lord will bring light to all that is hidden in darkness.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of God is living and active; 

it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.
La parola di Dio e’ viva ed efficace, discerne i sentimenti e i pensieri del cuore.     Alleluia! 


GOSPEL  Matthew 6:24-34

Do not worry about tomorrow.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$750.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$237.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$294.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   26/2/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
E Krygger & G Canavan 
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  S LoBartolo & A DiRico
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – J Kearney & R Covello
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco
                                                                                                J Mengolian

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  05/03/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
Maltese Mass (Selected)
Maltese Mass (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & G Barbaro

D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – C Antonio & B Clark-Loh
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                           MONEY COUNTERS       27/02/2017            E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                               06/03/2017            S Dakin & L De Marco
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    RECENTLY DECEASED    Concetta NICOLAZZO, Petronilla MASCARO(d. Rec. Itlay) Divine Josephmary NSUBUGA, Marija TABONE,
ANNIVERSARIES     Angelo MASCARO, Corazon DESSMANN, Teresa & Luigi GUGNETTO, 
Giuseppe RANALLI,Antonio PAINO, Angela TARANTO, Antonio GATTO, Fortunato & Sarafina GATTO, Francesco & Marianna GALATI, Corrado GIANNONE, Raffaele SIRIANNI, Maria & Angelo DEMARTE, Maria CONDELLO-FORTUNATA, Felice TARANTO, Costanza & Antonio CARNOVALE, Giuseppe & Domenico CARNOVALE, Heather and Kevin MOORE, Emmanuel, Polly and John FARRUGIA, Stephen BORG, Angela TARANTO, Giovanna LI ROSI, Giuseppe & Angela GIARRATANA, 

Giovanni & Vita LI ROSI,
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   8th  Sunday, Year  A                                                                                  26  February   2017                                                      
	What cost, happiness?

A few years ago I read about a survey: ‘Who are the happiest people on earth?  The top five responses were very interesting.  An artist or craftsperson whistling or singing while working.  A little child playing or building sandcastles on the beach.  A mother bathing her baby.  A doctor or surgeon who brings healing or saves a life.  A grandparent pushing a grandchild in a pram or on a swing.  Absent from the list of responses were the rich, the famous, royalty, sport and TV stars, politicians and civic leaders.  The wisdom of the responses is clear.  The essential quality of happiness is not found in wealth, prestige, power, status or possessions, so often worshipped as ‘idols’ in today’s world.

This reminds me of Kevin, a 29 year old business executive who is well on the way to his first million and I get the feeling he won’t stop there!  I can’t deny that Kevin has worked very hard to get where he is.  However, it has come at a heavy cost, both personally and professionally.  He has alienated most of his family and friends.  He rarely visits his parents.  He’s been involved in a string of failed and poisonous relationships, all superficial and convenient.  He is driven by an insatiable desire for more wealth and possessions and he doesn’t care who or what he tramples on to get it.  He is seduced by the lure of fame and craves recognition and attention to feed his ravenous ego.  For Kevin, everything is me, me, me!  He can’t see beyond himself.  There is no consideration or room for anyone else.  There is no world apart from the world of Kevin.  Today’s gospel offers a blunt challenge.  “You cannot at the same time be the slave of God and money,” Jesus is not criticising ownership of things.  Rather, it is a question of our attitude towards them, having our lives controlled by them and being unable to share them with those in real need.  We’re invited to reflect on what are our most basic values in life.  Is it just what we want to have or is it what we most want to be?  Is it about making a living or making a life?  Is it a matter of getting what we have not got or sharing with others what we have, however little it may seem to be?  Are there other values, other more precious qualities; like happiness, peace, freedom, contentment, wonderful friends, a supportive family?  Sadly, Kevin is so preoccupied with things and wanting more, he can’t see that there is more to life.  He is looking in the wrong places.  Jesus puts before us a choice between God’s vision of life and a life that enslaves us and prevents us from experiencing true and lasting happiness.  What’s your choice?

	ASH WEDNESDAY

Wednesday 1 March is Ash Wednesday,

the beginning of Lent.

Mass times for that day, with the blessing and distribution of ashes,

are: 9.10am (school children will attend) and 7.00pm




BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Joseph Bufalino child of Sam and Lara, Eleanor Osborn child of Craig and Jessica, and Noah Youssef child of Ashraf and Vanessa who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISIM PREPARATION  
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday 6 March at 7.30pm in the Church.

MEMORIAL MASSES  
Sunday 26 February 5.00pm  - Angela Taranto (1 yr)

Monday 27 February 7.30pm – Corazon Dessmann (40 days).

FUNERAL 
Funeral for Concetta Nicolazzo will be celebrated on Wednesday 1 March at 11.30am.

MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
The Maintenance Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 28 February 2017 at 8.00pm in the Presbytery.
2017 SACRAMENTAL CLASSES  FOR STATE SCHOOL CHILDREN
Sacrament of Reconciliation (1st Confession), children in year 4.
Sacrament of Confirmation, children in year 6.

Please collect registration form from the parish office.  Then submit with a copy of the child’s Baptismal certificate either to Sr Estelita or to the Parish office by 28 February. 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church both in English and Italian.

DONATION OF SECOND HAND LAPTOP OR DESKTOP

Donation of second hand Laptop or Desktop will be appreciated by a person in need.  Please contact Sr Estelita at the parish Office on 9460 3013
MISSIONARY SISTER OF ST PETER CLAVER
The Missionary Sister of St Peter Claver will hold their Annual Mission Concert on Sunday 26 March at the St Peter Claver Hall, 154 Cotham Rd, Kew commencing 2.00pm.  Admission is free – a collection will be taken during the Concert.  Proceeds will go to assist a Community of 22 families affected by the terrible disease of leprosy in the Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Busanda, Tanzania, Africa.
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PROJECT COMPASSION 2017
“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR” is the reflective theme for this year’s Project Compassion organized by CARITAS Australia. Each year Project Compassion brings together thousands of Australians in solidarity with the world’s most vulnerable communities, to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. The annual Lenten-time event raises both funds and community awareness about important global issues, and Caritas Australia’s role in empowering our neighbours across the world to build a brighter future. “We pray as one: for our sisters and brothers throughout the world who live each day without having their true dignity upheld: that they may know they are loved and valued as they go forward in the hope of a better future.” 
Please pick up a project compassion box available in the Narthex and near the Church Side Door. Thank you. 
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· God knows better than we do about what we need. We must have faith, because his ways are different from ours.
· If evil is contagious, so is goodness. Let us be infected by goodness and let us spread goodness!

· Let us be moved by the Holy Spirit in order to be courageous in finding new ways to proclaim the Gospel.
· How often in the Bible the Lord asks us to welcome migrants and foreigners, reminding us that we too are foreigners!
· I invite you to join in the fight against poverty, both material and spiritual. Together let’s build peace and bridges of friendship



