
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23
The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of his people.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!

	Il ricordo di te, Signore, e’ la nostra gioia.



SECOND READING     Ephesians 2:4-10
When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Dio ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il Figlio unigenito; chiunque crede in lui ha la vita eterna.  
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!


GOSPEL John 3:14-21
God sent his Son into the world that we might be saved through him.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$627.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$386.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$360.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   15/03/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  D Pullicino & E Saliba
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) – 
 R Pino & L Cavedon
F Pascuzzi, G Tempone & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – L  & L De Marco 
M Mizzi , S Rottura & T Nguyen
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  22/03/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  B Nadenbousch & N Ziino
E Saliba & J Pullicino
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R DiGuglielmo 
R Pino, S Lobartolo & R DeZan
10.30am (SUN) – E Thompson & L Conte           
S Dakin, J Frangiosa & L De Marco
MONEY COUNTERS       16 /03/2015           A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito
                                               23/03/2015           E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED   
Joseph TUAN (Thien Dung Do), Enrico MIRAGLIA, Adelina VELLA, Mary TALIANA
ANNIVERSARIES   
Aileen DEBONO, Gianni PAGANO, Aldo IOZZI, Giovanni & Carmela CORDIANO,

Gina DI DONATO, Antonio & Filomena PISANI, Salvatore & Sofia RACHIELE, 

Michele, Marianna & Rosario MAGALDI, Carolina CARDAMONE, Angelina GENTILE

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   4th   Sunday of Lent, Year B                                                                     15  March 2015                                                            
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Behold the Cross 
Once upon a time six brothers lived together in a tiny rural village.  Five were blind and one brother was sighted.  He worked in the fields to support his blind brethren.  Hearing of their plight, the king decided to give them a gift and chose one of his elephants from the royal stables.
The elephant arrived and the five blind brothers crowded around it to try to discover what this gift was.  One put his arms around the animal’s leg and declared, “It’s a tree trunk”.  One touched the tail and said, “It’s a rope”.  One felt its side and said, “It’s a wall”.  One touched its ear and said, “It’s a fan”.  One touched its tusk and said, “It’s a pipe”.  Then, their brother returned from working in the fields and said, “You are all mistaken.  The king has given us an elephant!”
Today’s gospel reminds us that God has given us a gift – the gift his beloved Son.  The gift is given to the world out of love for the world and in order to save the world.  However, people are blind to this gift.
The gospel goes on to tell us that to appreciate and appropriate this gift of love, one must learn to see truly and correctily and one must be enlightened by faith.  The key to appreciate this gift of love from the Father is to contemplate the cross of Jesus Christ.  The cross is the ultimate manifestation of God’s love for humanity.  Not only is it a symbol of God’s love; it’s also a symbol of hope for humanity.

Contemplating the cross is to give our attention and our hearts to Jesus crucified.  It is to permit oneself to be drawn into the realm of divine communication.  We see and understand – his beloved Son empty himself of his divinity in order to save us.  We see love rejected and cruelly crucified.

The cross is a great mystery.  It discloses God’s plan of salvation; it illuminates the darkness of evil that dwells in the human heart; it encourages us to walk in the light; and it discloses the infinite value that God places on each person.
Behold the cross on which hangs the Saviour of the world.  The cross is the key to faith and the way to eternal life.  It has an infallible power to draw one’s heart to Christ and to love him with all our strength.  It is the cornerstone of our faith life.  Our sacraments, our prayers, our theology mean very little if Christ has not saved us through his passion, death and resurrection; and if he has not suffered and died for us on the cross.




	PROJECT COMPASSION  -  SHARING  FOOD FOR LIFE

May we grow in awareness of how we can be a light in the darkness.
Sarita was struggling to grow enough food for her family on her tiny farm plot.  

In 2007 with the assistance of a program run by Caritas Nepal, 

she started a fish-raising business with 11 others.  

Now, they have a life-long source of food and income.

Mother-of-three Sarita (34) attended school until the eighth grade, making her one of the most well-educated women in her village.  Yet like the majority of people in rural Nepal, her family was very poor. “With the produce from (our) land we did not meet our food security and basic needs,”   Sarita explains.
In 2007, Sarita’s life changed.  Caritas Nepal, supported by Caritas Australia, initiated the Kilkatla Fish Raising Group; an innovative, collaborative program that works for the common good of the wider community.  Sarita joined the group of twelve, who were provided with the funding and training they needed to establish and run a business raising and selling fish.
“This program embraced the poorest of the poor like us, gave us skills and supported us with funds to invest and make something of ourselves,” says Sarita.

Through hard work and dedication the group has flourished, and now produce around 8,000kg of fish each year, which they sell for a good price through local markets.

With steady income from the Fish Raising Group, Sarita’s family has been able to feel secure.  They’ve bought additional farming land, diversified their crops and now share a secure, sustainable source of healthy food for life.

“The program has provided our family with good health and hope,” says Sarita.  “And it has become a platform for the unity and growth of the community.”

Please donate to Project Compassion 2015 and help people in rural Nepal create a life-long source of food and income to benefit entire communities.
Project Compassion Boxes available in church Narthex and near side door.



BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday 16 March at 7.30pm in the Church.
LITURGY TEAM MEETING
The Liturgy Team Meeting will be held on Thursday 19 March at 7.30pm in the Parish Meeting Room.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church, both in English and Italian.
MEMORIAL MASS

Tuesday 17 March 7.30pm – Enrico Miraglia (d. Rec.)
WORKING BEE
There is working bee organized for Saturday 21st March 2015 from 8.00am till 12.30pm. Lunch will be provided. Please come and help us cleaning and preparing the grounds for the feast of Easter. 
	“LENT IS A RENEWAL OF OUR FAITH --- WE THE LIVING STONES”
  
In his Lenten Message Pope Francis said: “Each year during Lent we need to hear once more the voice of the prophets who cry out and trouble our conscience. God is not indifferent to our world; he so loves it that he gave his Son for our salvation. (cf. this weekend’s gospel). In the incarnation, in the earthly life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God, the gate between God, and every man and woman, between heaven and earth, opens for us all. The Church is like the hand holding this gate, thanks to her proclamation of God’s word, her celebration of the sacraments and her witness of the faith which works through love (cf. Gal 5:6). But the world tends to withdraw into itself and shut that door through which God comes into the world and the world comes to him. Hence the hand which is, the Church, must never be surprised if it is rejected, crushed or wounded. God’s people then need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves”. 
As the Living Stones and genuine disciples of Jesus Christ, we thank God the great builder of the worlds and the great architect of our lives and our salvation for providing this 25 year old St. Joseph the Worker church building, where we gather and be renewed in our mission, hear the word of God, grow in faith and share God’s love in Jesus Christ.



WALK WITH MARY 2015  -  SUNDAY 22 MARCH, ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
2.00pm –Prayers,

3.00pm – Holy Mass, Most Rev. Bishop Peter Elliott

4.15pm – Procession to St Paul’s Cathedral for Evensong with Most Rev. Bishop Graeme Rutherford.

For further information, phone Mrs Joy Hunt   9509 2207
THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD SUNDAY 22 MARCH, 2PM
Our Lady Ta Pinu Shrine, All Nations Marian Centre, 15 Flanagans Drive, Merrimu

You are warmly invited to join in this first major Marian celebration for 2015—the Incarnation of our Saviour, the Word made flesh. The day will begin with the ‘Walk with Mary’ Rosary procession followed by Mass and Benediction. Please bring a plate if you can.

Contact: 5367 7006 or infotapinu@optusnet.com.au  More info: www.tapinu-australia.org
DIVINE MERCY MESSAGES  -  THURSDAY 26 MARCH, 7.30PM

St Augustine’s Parish, 631 Bourke St, Melbourne

Ian Gaudry from the Combined Societies of Mary, will cover the background and content of the Divine Mercy messages as revealed by Christ to St Faustina Kowalski during the 1930s. Ian will also show how the Divine Mercy prayers can be readily incorporated into your daily routine. This is a one-time event so don’t miss out!  Contact: Paul Donohue on 9429 1081

ONE MELBOURNE: NO GREATER LOVE

Sunday 22 March, 5–10pm

St Brigid’s Church, 378 Nicholson St, Fitzroy North

Join with Melbourne’s Catholic young people as they journey as one towards Easter. This promises to be an inspiring and uplifting night of praise and worship beginning with Mass celebrated by Fr Aurelio Fragapane. There will be a BBQ dinner followed by a Youth Rally featuring Fr Chris Ryan MGL and the ONE Worship team.  Cost: $10  

Contact: onespiritaustralia@gmail.com
PASSION PLAY

The annual Melbourne Passion Play Ruffey Lake Park Doncaster.   Performance only Palm Sunday 1.30pm Free of charge.  (Melway 33 G9)  Enquiries www.passionplay.info. 

