+  
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Samuel     16:1, 6-7, 10-13
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of Israel.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

	Il Signore e’ il mio pastore: non manco di nulla.        



SECOND READING    Ephesians  5:8-14
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life.  
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio!  

Io sono la luce del mondo, dice il Signore; chi segue me, avra’ la luce della vita.
Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio!
  


GOSPEL  John   9:1-41
The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his sight restored.       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$434.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$349.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$200.00    
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   19/03/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
E Krygger
M Mizzi & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & P Sparano
M & T Forte & R Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – H Joy Lopez
S Dakin & V De Leo
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  26/03/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba 
B Nadenbousch & E Saliba
9.00am- C Brunetti & G Barbaro
O Strangis, L Calafiore & R Pino
10.30am- V De Leo
G Caruana & R Iuele
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED  
Joseph SULTANA (Gozo Malta), Fr Marjanu ZAMMIT (Gozo Malta),
Marie FENECH, Catherine MCMAHON, Sr Estelita MANABO, Salvatrice MAZZARELLA

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Josephine CORDINA, Giuseppina FURCI, Vncenzo, Domenica, Rocco e Famiglia LIUZZI
Pasquale, Carmela, Teresa & Serafina CIMINO, Orsola & Giuseppe BONACCI, 

Annita & David PANE, Giulio GENCARELLI, Vincenzo NAZZARENA, 

Rosa & Renato MORFUNI, Giuseppina FURCI, Antonio, Maria & Francesca FURCI
Onofrio SCHINELLO, Marianna MARGIOTTA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
[image: image1.jpg]


    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   4th Sunday of Lent  Year  A                                                                    19  March,   2023                                                                                                                          
	HAVING FAITH IN THE DARK TIMES
At the end of his gospel, Saint John reminds us that he has had to be selective in what he’s told us, and that what he has recorded is there so that we might “believe that Jesus is the Christ”, and that by believing, we might have life through his name. 

The story that John uses of the healing of a blind man is described in much more graphic detail than any accounts of similar cures in the gospels and is a perfect illustration of how John is seeking to ensure that we get the message in all its depth and complexity. The context is his recurring theme of Jesus as the light of the world. Blind people are in the dark and there are many people in this story who are in the dark. 

To begin with, the disciples themselves are still burdened with the old notion that our infirmities must be the consequence of sin, either the blind man’s sins or those of his parents. Jesus dispels this idea immediately and invites us to open our eyes to a much bigger picture in which we will see “the works of God” displayed. But Jesus is confronted with obstinacy on the part of the religious authorities and fear on the part of the man’s parents. Accordingly, each of them is rendered blind, unable to see the truth before their very eyes. 

One of the fascinating aspects of this story is that Jesus does not demand an act of faith from the man before he cures him; he simply asks him to co-operate by washing the paste from his eyes. Now this man becomes the vehicle through whom John will teach us in whom we should put our faith. After all the interrogations and investigations are over, Jesus seeks the man out and asks him if he believes in “the Son of Man”?  Assured by the Lord that he can now see him, the blind man has no hesitation in saying: “Lord, I believe,” and then worships him. Later in the gospel, we see a comparable call to faith when Jesus confronts Martha after the death of her brother, Lazarus. “I am the resurrection … Do you believe this?”   She replies: “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.”   The blind, like many others, were the outcasts at that time. Jesus had come to reach out to them and fulfil the message of the prophets: the outcasts would be cured and welcomed into the community at the expense of those who wielded power for their own ends. There are still many outcasts in our world today and it is the mission of the disciples of Jesus to speak out against the injustices that keep them imprisoned and to set them free so they can give glory to God.
                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                      Timothy J Buckley CSsR                                                                                                         
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Third Sunday of Lent
18 & 19  March
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Thu lost his leg after stepping on a land mine in Vietnam.  With the support of the Centre for Sustainable Rural Development, Thu can now earn extra income and care for his wife as she recovers from a stroke.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2023

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations.
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You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or

by calling 1800 024 413.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A    JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
“As long as I am in the world, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” St John’s Gospel on this fourth Sunday of Lent Year A, speaks of the curing of the blind man whose situation is judged to be a consequence of sin, although it is something that he has no responsible for. In this part of the gospel Jesus speaks also of the spiritual blindness. Every Lent provides us with invitations to grow and moments of insight as we journey towards the light. – Loving God, open our hearts and spirits so that we can see others as you see them so that we can look beyond appearances and see their goodness and their dignity as you children. Take away the blindness that clouds our vision and give us courage to walk in your light. We pray for the insight to recognize the opportunities you give us to grow as disciples in this season of Lent. Amen.
VIA CRUCIS 
Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) after the morning mass.
	MISSION: CHANGE THEIR LIVES ... AND YOURS. 
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop their talents. You will re-ignite your professional passion as you share skills with colleagues abroad; · You will strengthen individuals and organisational processes and procedures so that generations of people will have opportunities for growth long after you return home. · You will Learn. It is a life changing opportunity to work with and live amongst some of the most appreciative and resilient people you will ever meet.  You will be Supported. Since 1961, Palms Australia has supported qualified and experienced Catholics motivated to undertake this Mission. Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know: RING: 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. WEB: www.palms.org.au. On our website you can also see news including stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 
BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Isabelle, Archie and Evie Nalder children of Jed and Laura, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the familiy of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

FEASTS

Monday 20 March: St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday 25 March: The Annuciation of the Lord

SHIP VISITORS WANTED

Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre in Melbourne needs more volunteer ship visitors to provide a vital service to Seafarers in need. You will go on board vessels and approach Seafarers as friends, listening to their concerns and where possible offering practical help. For example, providing phone cards, organising transport, emergency medicine or vaccines and arranging for Mass or Liturgy on board. Email: leeanne.diano@stellamaris.org.au for more information
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.



	


COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the 
                transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA – UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
Online: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/  Phone: 1800 024 413
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FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit: www.synod.va
	The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit


