As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Joshua     5:9-12
The people of God went to the promised land and there kept the passover.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

	Gustate e vedete com’e’buono il Signore.



SECOND READING     Corinthians   5:17-21
God reconciled us to himself through Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I will rise and go to my father and tell him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!


	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Mi alzero’, andro’ da mio padre e gli diro’: Padre ho peccato verso il Cielo e davanti a te!
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!


GOSPEL  Luke   15:1-3, 11-32
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.                    
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$629.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$226.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$252.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  31/03/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – N Ziino & D Pullicino
M Mizzi & P Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  R Fato & M Crupi
M Piscioneri, M Forte, G Tempone & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & B Clark-Loh
T & T Nguyen, J Mengolian & E Bartlett
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  07/04/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) – R Pino & L Cavedon
G Calvi, O Strangis, A Sonza & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – H Joy Lopez & J Kearney
J Frangiosa. B Clark-Loh, R Iuele L De Marco
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS       01/04/2019      S Dakin
                                               08/04/2018     E Bartlett
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Bishop Ron MULKEARNS, Joseph BONELLO,
Sofio GUARINO, Franca GARGARO, Giovanna LI ROSI, Carlo & Cristina COSTANZO,
Angelina PANUCCIO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
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   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   Fourth  Sunday of Lent,  Year  C                                                             31   March,   2019          
	The bond of love
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The parable in today’s gospel tells us about the experience of being loved.  It is about a father who shares his love equally with both his sons and as they mature into adulthood, he gives them space to make their own decisions.
But the younger son decides he wants to have his own life and so he moves away and becomes disconnected from his father and brother.  The oldest son, however, decides to remain loyal and to serve his father.  But one day after arriving home after a day working in the fields, he becomes angry after seeing his father embrace his younger brother who has returned home.

It seems unbelievable that this father would welcome the younger sibling because he turned his back on his father and the family home.  However, this is where we witness God’s mercy which goes beyond our human thoughts and standards.  Seeing his younger son coming towards him, his father runs to him, welcoming and hugging him with tremendous joy and love.  To his relief, the younger son finds his father is still the same loving and merciful man.  His father can’t hide his joy so he throws a party to celebrate his son’s return.  The younger son feels even more loved by his father than before he left the family property.  The oldest son is invited to join the celebrations but refuses and complains that he has served his father loyally all his life but has never been treated like a king.

Why would the younger brother be treated like a king when he turned his back on his father?  It doesn’t make sense!  At this moment he doesn’t feel loved even though he experienced his father’s care all his life.  Both sons at different times fail to see the deepest generosity of their father’s heart.  The father knows that if they are away and lose contact with him, they will die.  They will have no life.  The younger son experienced this scenario which is why his father is so happy when he returns.  The elder son, momentarily blinded by envy and jealousy, already has a wonderful life with his father but fails to see this.  Likewise, we are all safe in God’s house who loves us so much we have the freedom to make our own decisions.  Coming home is really a journey of love.  It takes a lot of courage as the younger son showed.  The parable also reveals that staying with the father can provide great joy and fullness of life.  God the Father never changes his love for us.  He is always waiting for us.  Let us make the move and go back home to renew our relationship with God the Father, in order to experience his unconditional love and mercy, and be ready to share God’s life with others, especially with the wounded ones.
                                                                                                                                    Redempt Jawa CSsR
                                                                                                                                


BAPTISM
Congratulations to Alexander Scalora child of Concetto & Maria, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Alexander into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

RIFLESSIONE E PREGHIERA

Tutti i Martedi’ della Quaresima, avremo l’Adorazione Eucaristica in cappella alle ore 9.00am.  Seguiti dalla S. Messa alle ore 10.00am.  
ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 16 Aprile dopo la Santa Messa delle 10.00am, ci sara una condivisione fraterna con i simboli Dell’Ultima Cena del Signore.  Tutti Invitati!
MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 6 April at 6.00pm.
A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than WEDNESDAY.
Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del MERCOLEDI.
VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers (English and Italian) at 7.00pm.

LENTEN CONCERT: 'ASHES TO EASTER', WITH PETER KEARNEY
Saturday 6 April, 7pm (after 6pm Mass) - Mother of God School Hall, 67 Blanche Street, Ardeer
Peter Kearney is an Australian Catholic songwriter, singer and guitarist whose hymns and songs include ‘Fill My House’, ‘The Beatitudes’ and ‘Where is Your Song, my Lord?’. His concert weaves songs, stories and reflections on Lenten themes, looking ahead to Holy Week and Easter.  ‘Ashes to Easter creates a prayerful and spiritual atmosphere … a worthwhile part of the Lenten journey.’ 
Cost: Suggested donation $10 adult. Tea/coffee and finger-food provided after Mass. 
Registration form: https://bit.ly/2Y3F7Y5
WALK WITH MARY ALONG THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Saturday 6th April 2019 at Our Lady Ta’ Pinu Shrine, All Nations Marian Centre, 15 Flanagans Drive Bacchus Marsh (Merrimu) 3340. The walk will start at 1.00pm followed by the Mass of Our Lady of Sorrows led by Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Bonello at 2.00pm. After Mass, there will be Rosary and Procession around the church with the Statue of Our Lady of Sorrows, followed by Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone is welcome.
THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES

The current series of Thanksgiving envelopes end this weekend. A new series of Thanksgiving envelopes have been issued for the following six months and will be delivered to your homes within the next week.  We ask parishioners who are not currently listed through Thanksgiving to please consider supporting the parish in this way.  Please contact the Parish Office for further details on 9460 3013.
PROJECT COMPASSION  4TH SUNDAY OF LENT
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Michaela is a 21-year-old trainee at Purple House, a dialysis center in the Central Desert for people suffering from kidney disease. The Aboriginal-controlled service gives patients the opportunity to stay connected with their culture. They do this through traditional healing practices and income-generating activities, such as making bush balms and soaps. With the support of Caritas partners, Michaela is helping to build a social enterprise, a connection to culture and a new outlook for the chronically ill.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help young people with disabilities gain access to clean water in the Solomon Islands, providing hope for a brighter future.

Lives change when we all give 100%.
	Holy Week and Easter Time Table 2019
 
SATURDAY 13TH APRIL: WORKING BEE 

Please come along and help at the working bee in preparation for Easter. 

8.00AM – 12.30PM (Lunch will be provided)  

SUNDAY 14TH APRIL  PALM SUNDAY: 
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Blessing of Palms or other branches during each Mass of that Weekend. 

TUESDAY 16TH APRIL:
11.00am Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated by the Archbishop and the priests of Melbourne. Everyone is welcome to attend.

TUESDAY 16TH APRIL: 

7.00pm Communal Celebration of Reconciliation.
THURSDAY 18TH  APRIL: HOLY THURSDAY: 

7.30pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by the transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to the altar of reposition which will be set up in the chapel.
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FRIDAY 19TH APRIL: GOOD FRIDAY
3.00pm Good Friday Ceremonies: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
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7.00pm Via Crucis (Station of the Cross) in Italian & English

SATURDAY 20TH APRIL : HOLY SATURDAY: 
7.30pm Easter Vigil Celebration of Mass

SUNDAY 21ST APRIL: EASTER SUNDAY
9.00am Mass in Italian, 10.30am Mass in English.

MONDAY 22ND APRIL: EASTER MONDAY (PUBLIC HOLIDAY)
There will not be any communion service celebrated. The Church will remain closed. 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS (CONFESSIONI INDIVIDUALI)
Tuesday   16th April: 9.30am

Wednesday 17th April: 9.30am

Thursday 18th April: 10.30am & 7.00pm

Friday 19th April: 10.30am & 2.30pm

Saturday  20st April:  10.30am & 7.00pm



