As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Leviticus   13:1-2, 44-46
As long as he is unclean, he must live alone, outside the camp.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you ill me with the joy of salvation.

	Tu sei il mio rifugio, mi liberi dall’angoscia.



SECOND READING     1 Corinthians   10.31 – 11:1
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!  
A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people.  Alleluia! 

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Un grande profeta e’ sorto tra noi, e Dio ha visitato il suo popolo.  Alleluia!

  


GOSPEL  Mark  1:40-45
The leprosy left him and he was cured.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$ 430.00

                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$ 223.00

2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$197.00

PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
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                                                                                YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Iolanda DI  VINCENZO, Pasquale PEZZANO, Enzo DAL BOSCO, Primo ESPOSITO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES 
Rosaria PAPARGERIS, Carmelo GRIMA, Louis CORDINA, Loreto BUTTIGIEG, Teresa CAPUTO, 
Salvatore & Francesco PILEGI, Maria Antonia MAIDA, Giovanni & Gelsomina MARCOVECCHIO,

Pietro SCARMOZZINO, Giovanna TOMASIELLO, Luigi CAVEDON, Raffaele SIRIANNI

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   6th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year  B                                                   14   February,   2021                                                  
	Liberating the ‘unclean’ 
What is it to be reckoned unclean, untouchable?  Some years ago my son was watching the old movie Ben Hur in which some lepers appeared, and he was shocked to see how they had to live. He’d heard about lepers but never realised if you had a skin condition you were cast out completely. This is the fate of the leper in today’s gospel, who then does the unthinkable and throws himself down before Jesus, pleading to be cured – ‘if you want to’ – to be made clean, so he might be restored to society. ‘Feeling sorry for him’ Jesus reaches out and touches him saying, ‘Of course I want to, be cured.’ And he’s freed.
The transmitting of infection becomes in Jesus’ touch the transmitting of healing, of God’s liberation. Come before him in faith and God happens. There follows a strict warning that he tell no one and immediately report to the priest, as the Mosaic law stipulates in the first reading. Despite this, the man proceeds to tell everyone his good news, so that Jesus now has to live as the leper once did, isolated, far from the towns he had frequented and had to retreat from, previously; but the news travels fast and people come to him from everywhere.     

Who do we reckon to be unclean, untouchable? Who have we discarded, turned away from? It’s only when we face into the truth of our lives that we can enter into this situation. As Jesus does here and at other liberating moments in the early chapters of Mark’s gospel; and it’s what brings him finally to the cross, to the moment where he faces into the truth of all our lives, and frees us. 

But what happens if we change two words in the gospel?  If ‘feeling sorry’ becomes ‘getting angry’. That’s what it says in some of the early manuscripts, but it doesn’t necessarily fit with our idea of Jesus. Is he angry at the leper for defying the law, or perhaps, less personally, at the demonic undoing of our lives? Either might make sense, though the second more so. However, what if he’s angry at the likelihood of his being turned into a celebrity healer, whose healings excite the people and threaten to derail his mission? 

Is this why he warned the man not to tell anyone and why he retreated from the towns previously? It’s something we hear being spoken of throughout Mark’s gospel, as when Peter insists on Jesus being a certain sort of Messiah – not one who dies on a cross – and Jesus says ‘get behind me Satan’,  because it’s the cross that will reveal him and God’s love. If we insist on Jesus being a celebrity healer, we’ll miss the truth of his life and our own.

Anger and sorrow meet in this gospel and through them we hear the call to act as he does, bringing us, at last, face to face with one another, before God. 

                                                                                                                      Damian Coleridge


	YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 8 December 2020 – 8 December 2021
Pope Francis declared this year of Saint Joseph celebrating the 150th anniversary since St. Joseph was acknowledged by Pope Pius the Ninth on 8th December 1870, as PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH.  In his letter Pope Francis said that the greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, “at the service of the entire plan of salvation”.  
Saint Joseph the Worker: Pray for us. San Giuseppe Lavoratore: Prega per noi.  



	PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH BY POPE FRANCIS
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;

with you Christ became human. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,

and defend us from every evil. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY




                 ASH WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday 17 February 2021 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.

Mass times for that day, with the blessing and distribution of ashes, 

Morning Mass at 9.10am 
&

 Evening Mass at 7.00pm. 

Please note that due the Covid 19 restrictions ashes will be only sprinkled by the minister, on each person’s head, without any words or contact.



BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Eva Fazzari child of Michele and Krisztina, and Valencia Puccio child of Martin and Christina who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO MUCH 
As a reflective theme for this year’s seson of Lent, the Liturgy Team has presented to us the words on the Purple Banner:  
God Loved the World so much, He gave his Only Son,
So that everyone who believe in Him May have Eternal Life.

 
CORONA VIRUS: GUIDLINES 
As we gather for mass, we are still asked to observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus. 
FACEMASKS Are compulsory until further notice. 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship. Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. Also, Sanitise yor Hands as you enter Church. 
 
SINGING Congregational singing is not yet allowed. 

COLLECTION To be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 

SOCIAL DISTANCE Please observe the 1.5 meters distance.  
HOLY COMMUNION  To be received only on the hand.   Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitser bottles are provided at seats), and while approaching  the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meters distance.  
Thanks to all those who are giving us a hand at this time for example: writing the names of attendees, preparing and cleaning after mass according to Covid-19 requirements. Thank you for your help.
