As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Isaiah   61:1-2, 10-11
I exult for joy in the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul rejoices in my God.

	La mia anima esulta nel mio Dio.



SECOND READING     Thessalonians   5:16-24
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!  
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia! 

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lo spirito del Signore Dio e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annucio!  Alleluia!

  


GOSPEL  John  1:6-8, 19-28
There stand among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.         
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you to those parishioners who contributed last week and to all those who have contributed during the 7/8 months while church was closed.  Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - 

SPECIAL MINISTERS

SELECTED

SELECTED
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS –

SPECIAL MINISTERS 
SELECTED

SELECTED
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS      


                                                                                YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Giovanni CASABENE, Dante CICCIA, Antonio SINOPOLI
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES 
Elizabeth PHAM, Victor PULIS,  Michelangelo, Giovanni & Michael BUTERA, Famiglia VALMORBIDA, 

Famiglia CAVEDON, Monsignor Aldo REBESCHINI, Fr Joseph YU, 
Elisa & Sebastiano CERAVOLO, Michele CUTILE, Sina MAZZEO, Rosina SERTIO,Francesco, 
Carmine & Maria COSTANZO,
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd  Sunday of Advent Year   B                                                                13   December,   2020                                                  
	Loving the unborn child 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice.  The Lord is near.”  These words introduce the Mass on the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin).  On this Sunday, we rejoice in knowing that at Christimas God comes near to us in Jesus.

St John the Baptist announces the meaning of this arrival.  Last of the great prophets, he prepares the way for Jesus with his baptism of water, a sign that God will soon reconcile the world.  

He calls in the voice of one crying out in the wilderness and makes his prayer and fasting in testimony to the light on the horizon.  In Jesus, we find the great joy of our heart’s deepest desire, and in St John we discover genuine humility and faithfulness.

The Church has long honoured the importance of St John the Baptist.  In fact, we commemorate his death as well as his birth with feast days.  But we miss St John’s significance for us if we focus only on his relationship with Jesus and not ours with him as well.  He models for us the beauty of seeing and witnessing to the light.  His humility does not depend on his status or relationship with others; it stems from his steady awareness of God.

Sometimes we need  reminders of God’s transformative reality in our ives and the encouragement to prepare ourselves well for recognising God’s presence.  Such reminders often happen naturally when we prepare for the birth if a child.  A pregnancy can bring great joy as well as deep longing and expectation.  The parents fall in love with the child well before the day of arrival.
Their lives change because of their love.  They make space for someone new in their home; they start to plan differently for the future; they celebrate the advent of a new horizon in the wider circles of their families and friends.  The birth brings profound meaning to the lives of many people well before it happens.

When I told my mother-in-law that I could hardly believe how much I loved the child in my wife’s pregnant body, she told me that I could now understand how much my parents loved me.  Most of us are loved by someone in this unbelievably powerful way.  Advent allows us to see one another in this way of being loved.  The passers-by on the street, the neighbours next door, the colleagues at work – they are all children of God and powerfully loved.  And when we see them in this way, we recognise a deep reality of who they truly are.

St John the Baptist calls us to rejoice for what God does for us in Jesus.  He calls us to prepare ourselves for recognising God’s presence and for living in a world of people who are unfathomably loved
                                                                                                         Christiaan Jacobs-Vandegeer


	GENERAL GUIDELINES IN CHURCH AT MASS.
As we gather for mass, we are asked to observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus. 
FACEMASKS 
Are no longer compulsory.  People can still wear them if they wish or in case social distance cannot be well maintained. 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship.  Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. Also, Sanitise your Hands as you enter Church.  
SINGING: Congregational singing is not allowed. 
COLLECTION: to be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 
SOCIAL DISTANCE: Please observe the 1.5 meters distance.  
HOLY COMMUNION: to be received only on the hand.  Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitser bottles provided at seats), and while approaching to the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meter distance.  
Thanks to all those who are giving us a hand at this time for example: writing the names of attendees, preparing and cleaning after mass according to Covid-19 requirements.  Thank you for your help.  
JESUS GIFT OF LOVE AND HOPE FOR OUR WORLD
During Advent we continue with the reflective theme provided by the Liturgical Commision of our Melbourne Archdiocese:  
JESUS, GIFT OF LOVE AND HOPE FOR OUR WORLD



FEAST
Monday 14 December – St John of the Cross
YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 8 December 2020 – 8 December 2021 
Pope Francis declared this year of Saint Joseph celebrating the 150th anniversary since Saint Joseph was acknowledged by Pope Pius the Ninth on 8th December 1870, as PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH.  In his letter Pope Francis said that the greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, “at the service of the entire plan of salvation”.  
Saint Joseph the Worker: Pray for us. San Giuseppe Lavoratore: Prega per noi.  
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Olivia Salatino child of Andrew and Stefani, Mason Farrugia child of AshleyFarrugia, and Oscar Infelice child of Gino and Teresa who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
WORKING BEE
Working Bee  Saturday 19 December 8.00am till 12.30pm, (Lunch will be provided)
Please come along and help at the working bee in preparation for Christmas.

	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· Everyone is called to contribute with courage and determination to the respect for the fundamental rights of every person, especially the “invisible” of the many who are hungry and thirsty, who are naked sick, outcast or imprisoned.
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· God listens to the cry of those who invoke Him.  Even our reluctant questions, those that remain in the depths of our heart.  The Father wishes to give us the Holy Spirit, which inspires every prayer and transforms everything.  It is a question of patience, of supporting the wait.



PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
During this year 2020 due to the Corona Virus Restrictions the weekly Bulletin has not been printed.  So please let us pray for all our deceased parishioners and friends who died this year.

Antonietta LANCIANA, Maria Salvatore, Michele VALENTINO, Giuseppe COLOSIMO, Giuseppe ZANGARI, Giuseppe DE PETRO, Maria AMERENA, Pietro CUTUGNO, Johannes de RIJK, Lucia AMORE, Giacinto GAETANO, Maria DE PIETRO, Antonio GIOVINAZZO,Doris MERSCHEN, Caterina BAVA, Salvatore LA ROSA, Giuseppina D’ANASTASIO, Augusta MARCIANO, Paolino PORCU, Enrico LACORCIA, Antonio STELLA, Caterina MERCURI, Saveria CIURLEO, Giacomo RUSSO, Giuseppe RISOLI, Luigi PALMIERI, Landina VIOLI, Battista PRETTO, Marcus de RIJK, Maria BOSA, Antonio BASILE, Maria VIRGATO, Domenica TARQUINIO, Maria MATTIUZZO, Bruno DE SPIRT, Nicola PRIVINZANO, Giuseppe FIORE, Venera FRATANGELO, Gino CARDAMONE, Charlie MIFSUD, Agostino COVELLO, George AGIUS, Antonio FORNARO, Pasqualina BEVINETTO, Achille DI GUGLIELMO, Sebastiano IELO, Rosina NICOLAZZO, Celestino DI BATTISTA, Nazzareno BUHAGIAR, Santina LEDDA, Sebastiana FOBERT, Santa FERLA, Rudolf ISKRA, Joyce BROADBENT, Maurizio VALMORBIDA,Antonio CARNOVALE, Domenico MISITI, Salvatore DE CARO, Gaetano SPANO, Marianna SCHIPANO, Giulio GENCARELLI, Pietro LUCIA, Maria GRIMA, Mario SVIZZERO, Maria GOLOB, Giovanni CASABENE, Dante CICCIA, 
Antonio SINOPOLI, Filomena ROSSIGNUOLO
