As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Isaiah   40:1-5, 9-11
Prepare the way for the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, Let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

	Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.



SECOND READING     St Peter   3:8-14
We wait for new heavens and a new earth.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!  
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!  

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!  Alleluia!

  


GOSPEL  Mark   1:1-8
Make straight the paths of the Lord.         
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you to those parishioners who contributed last week and to all those who have contributed during the 7/8 months while church was closed.  Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
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  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
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	A World weary of suffering 
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“Here is your God!”  These words of the first reading, attributed to a prophet called the second (or Deutero) – Isaiah, are words of hope for a disheartened people.  The Israelites, although freed from slavery under the Egyptians, now find themselves exiles in what is called the “Babylonian captivity.”  
The Babylonians had destroyed the temple in Jerusalem and exiled most of the Hebrews who were beginning to depair of ever returning to their homeland.  The prophet is a scribe for Israel’s God communicating words of comfort and hope.

A popular idea at the time was to attribute hardship and misfortune as punishment for sin.  While the prophet does not directly challenge a connection between sin and suffering, he presents the people with a far more profound message of the assurance of God’s victory over evil as well as the offer of divine mercy and forgiveness.   Such a God is not only “coming with power” but also “like a shepherd feeding his flock, holding the lambs in his arms.”
What is also clear in these verses is that God does not act alone nor impose the divine will without respect for human freedom, Rather, messengers will be sent, signs will be given, so that all people are invited to see that Israel’s God is not simply the God of the Hebrews, but the God of all the earth and every people.  The most powerful of God’s messenger is John the Baptist, calling people to repent their sins and open their hearts to see in Jesus Christ the Messiah.  We may almost call 2020 our own ‘Year of Captivity’ in wake of the physical, mental, economic and spiritual challenges through such confronting experiences as bushfires and the coronavirus.  There is always the temptation to depair forgetting that, despite human ineptitude, stupidity and sinfulness, creation is still God’s people.  Our task is not to “give in” but to “act out” a new way of living focusing on the infinite mercy of God, the dignity of every human person, and the sacredness of the earth.
If bushfires and the pandemic have anything to teach us, it is surely that our human plans are often confronted by new and unexpected life challenges.  Pope Francis’ powerful encyclical Laudato Si’ (On Care for Our Common Home) reiterates this understanding that “everything is interconnected.”  We need to take seriously human responsibility for global warming and environmental destruction-and to change our ways.  And we also need to place our faith and trust in God.  

Advent is a time of both prophecy and promise.  The prophet-whether Deutero-Isaiah or John the Baptist-calls us to change our ways.  The promise-“Here is you God!” – calms our fears and answers our deepest hopes for a world wearied of suffering.
                                                                                                                             Gerard Hall SM   


	GENERAL GUIDELINES IN CHURCH AT MASS.
As we start gathering at mass please let us observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus. 
FACEMASKS 
We should wear masks all the time in the Church. Reader and Priest can remove mask while reading. 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship.  Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. Also, Sanitise your Hands as you enter Church.  
SINGING: Congregational singing is not allowed. 
COLLECTION: to be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 
SOCIAL DISTANCE: Please observe the 1.5 meters distance.  
HOLY COMMUNION: to be received only on the hand. Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitser bottles provided at seats), and while approaching to the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meter distance.  
JESUS GIFT OF LOVE AND HOPE FOR OUR WORLD
During Advent we continue with the reflective theme provided by the Liturgical Commision of our Melbourne Archdiocese:  
JESUS, GIFT OF LOVE AND HOPE FOR OUR WORLD



FEASTS
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Monday 7 December – St Ambrose

Tuesday 8 December  
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

9.30am Rosary followed by Mass in Italian at 10.00am
CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
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This weekend Saturday 5 December 2020.  We pray for all our Confirmation Candidates, who will receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  We also pray for their Sponsors and their families. 
60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSAY
Congratulations to Ernie and Jeanette Claridge who celebrated there 60th Wedding Anniversary recently. May God bless them with many more happy years in their married life.  
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Oliver Serratore child of Frank and Melissa, and William Crockford child of Matthew and Bree who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
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Congratulations to the New Bishop of Sale:
(Mons. Greg Bennet Former Melbourne's Vicar General)

On Tuesday 8 December, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Bishop-elect Greg Bennet will be installed as the tenth Bishop of the Diocese of Sale. As he prepares for his new role, the former Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Melbourne says he will draw inspiration from Pope Francis and the image of the shepherd. ‘For me, that image of the shepherd is about accompanying the people of the diocese through the valleys and dark places, to the restful waters of God. Part of my role is to help people ... see the wonder of God working in ways that we don’t imagine.’

The Episcopal Ordination and Installation Mass of Bishop-elect Bennet will be streamed live from St Mary's Cathedral, Sale at 10.45am on Tuesday 8 December. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a limited number of guests and clergy will be present but the community is encouraged to participate in the celebration online. For more details, visit www.melbournecatholic.org/bishop-elect-bennet
Let us keep Bishop-elect Bennet and the people of the Diocese of Sale in our prayers during this time, and entrust them to the loving protection and guidance of our Blessed Mother Mary. [image: image1.png]






	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· The Lord’s blessing descends upon us and prayer attains its goal when accompanied by service to the poor.
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· Generosity that supports the weak, consoles the afflicted, relieves suffering and retores dignity to those stripped of it, is a condition for a fully human life.




