As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Acts: 2:42-47
The faithful lived together and owned everything in common.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.


	Rendete grazie al Signore perche’ e’ buono: 

il suo amore e’ per sempre.




SECOND READING     Peter: 1:3-9
He has given us a new birth as his children, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!
Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  Perche’ mi hai veduto, Tommaso, tu hai creduto: beati quelli che non hanno visto e hanno creduto!   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  John  20:19-31
After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$627.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$1360.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$905.00
                            -Good Friday Collection…………………………...$523.00

PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   23/04/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
Sr. T Fitzsimmons & G Canavan
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R DiGuglielmo
T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & E Thompson
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco
                                                                                                J Mengolian

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  30/04/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & E Krygger
M Mizzi & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  S LoBartolo & A DiRico

O Strangis, M Crupi, A DiRico & T Forte
10.30am (SUN) – J Kearney & B Clark-Loh
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       24/04/2017            E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                               01/05/2017           S Dakin & L De Marco
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
Marjanu MERCIECA 
ANNIVERSARIES   Bishop Joe O’CONNELL, Peter CHOWNE, Angelina BUTERA
Michele, Francesco & Antonia INZITARI, Giuseppe & Marianna GALATI, Stella ACQUARO, Domenico BRUNI, Rocco FERRAUTO, Franca GARGARO, Antonio VILLELLA, 
Francesco ALDUCCI, Felice TARANTO, Maria & Giuseppe VIRGONA, Vince VIRGONA, 
Joe PULLICINO, Tony, Josephine & Alfred PULLICINO, Salvatore PIACENTE, Mario IMPERATORE, 
Giuseppe ALBANO, Salvatore, Cicilia, Rosano, Domenico & Mariarosa  MURATORE
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Easter,  Year  A                                                                 23  April   2017                                                      
	We are Thomas 
We can easily misread what John’s Gospel is telling us in this account of Thomas.  John is not just recalling how Thomas was slow to recognise that Jesus was alive again.  Jesus had brought other dead people back to life.  What John is highlighting is that Thomas comes to faith that Jesus is truly the Son of God, and continues to live in the community of believers through the Holy Spirit embodied in them.  This is an extremely important passage in John’s Gospel, written for Christians who have not seen Jesus in the flesh or been witnesses to his appearances after his resurrection.  We are Thomas here, struggling to come to faith.  Thomas was not just doubting that Jesus was alive.  
[image: image2.jpg]


That translation misses the force of what John writes:  Thomas was intensely refusing to believe.  He was not ‘doubting Thomas’ but ‘refusing-to-believe Thomas’.  Does Jesus then reject Thomas?  Not at all.  He appears again later when Thomas is present, asking Thomas to put his hand in Jesus’ side and hands.  Jesus presents himself to Thomas in a way that he can come to faith.  Jesus is accommodating himself to Thomas’s refusal to believe.  In this intensely personal meeting, Thomas then does come to full belief, not just that Jesus is miraculously alive, but he fully acknowledges the divinity of Jesus: ‘My Lord and my God’.  John immediately hammers home the message that he is writing this gospel so others also may come to belief, and have life through the name of Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God.  Is Jesus leaving the disciples alone?  No.  In his appearance to all the disciples, not just the Twelve, Jesus breathes into all of them the Holy Spirit, which continues his presence among them.  In addition, his mission from his Father continues in them: ‘As the Father has sent me I am sending you’.  His breathing on the disciples powerfully echoes the creation story in Genesis 1:2, with the power or spirit of God moving over the waters and bringing life and order out of chaos.  Jesus gives the disciples the power of forgiving or retaining sins.  The sin that John is referring to is not about our moral failings and need to go to confession, but the sin of unbelief, like that of Thomas.  This is the mission of the disciples, to unveil the human face of God in Jesus, giving his life so that we might live, so all ages can experience the hope and joy from the Spirit of Jesus stirring among them.  Moreover, God’s Spirit is always at work, accommodating to move our hearts from unbelief.

Pope Francis has given us a very contemporary way of embracing this mission in our context of ecumenical dialogue and inter-religious collaboration.  We can attract people to belief by our quiet joy in the sense of God in our lives, and by living the gospel message of real care for others, especially for those in distress.  

 


	PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOPS OF VICTORIA
ON EUTHANASIA AND ASSISTED SUICIDE
There is a renewed push in Victoria and in many other parts of Australia for euthanasia and assisted suicide to be legalised. Misplaced compassion leads some to call for the deliberate ending of life by the direct action of a doctor or by a doctor helping someone to suicide. This is never justified (Catechism of the Catholic Church #2277). In this latest push the term ‘assisted dying’ is being used to describe both euthanasia and assisted suicide. While it is never easy to face the end of life of a loved one, we cannot support this kind of legalisation however it is described. Assistance in our time of dying is something that we should all want for ourselves and for others – however, this should not involve a lethal injection or offering a lethal dose. As Pope Francis recently reminded us, “The predominant school of thought sometimes leads to a ‘false compassion’ which holds that it is … an act of dignity to perform euthanasia. Instead, the compassion of the Gospel is what accompanies us in times of need, that compassion of the Good Samaritan, who ‘sees’, ‘has compassion’, draws near and provides concrete help.” Euthanasia and assisted suicide are the opposite of care and represent the abandonment of the sick and the suffering, of older and dying persons. Instead, we encourage all people of goodwill, to respond to this new challenge with truth and compassion. We wish to affirm that our task is to protect, nurture and sustain life to the best of our ability.

(Copies of the whole letter are available in the Narthex and near the side door)


BAPTISMS
Congratulations to child of Mila Strangis child of Joe and Kristina, and Ashton Browne child of Nathan and Jessica, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES

Please return Project Compassion boxes to the sacristy or parish office.  Remember to fill-in the inside flap for tax deduction purposes.  Many thanks for your generosity.

MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 16 April  10.30am – Joe Pullicino (anniversary)

Thursday 27 April 7.30pm – Angelina Butera (1 yr)

ANZAC DAY  MASS
Anzac Day Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday 25th April 2017 at 10.00am.
CUPPA
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 This weekend after the 10.30am Mass there will be a cuppa in the Narthex.  Please stop and

 enjoy the hospitality of the parish.

	SOLENNE CELEBRAZIONE
DEL CENTINARIO DELLE APPARIZIONI
DI NOSTRA SIGNORA DI FATIMA

DOMENICA  21 MAGGIO 2017
Nella chiesa di San Giuseppe Lavoratore

79 Wilson Blvd  North Reservoir
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3.00pm - Santa Messa cantata, 

Celebrata da Padre Luciano Toldo e  Padre Emanuele Bonello PP 
Segue processione con la statua  e recita del Santo Rosario sui piazzali della chiesa.  Fiaccolata con Inni e Preghiere.  Ritorno in chiesa per la Benedizione  Eucaristica.

La celebrazione sara’ accompagnata dal musicista Raffaele Rossi.




	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· Let us meditate with wonder and gratitude on the great mystery of the Lord’s Resurrection.
· Jesus comes to save us; we are called to choose his way: the way of service, of giving, of forgetfulness of ourselves.
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· While the mystery of evil is profound, the reality of God’s Love poured out through Jesus is infinite and victorious.
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Sunday 23 April, St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 290 Childs Rd, Mill Park.

Programme:  

1.00pm 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Confessions , Holy Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction.

3.00pm
Holy Mass, Blessing of the Divine Mercy Image, Blessing of Religious articles, Prayer Ministry after Mass.

Main Celebrant:   Fr. George Feliciuoz.  Enquiries contact parish office on 9407 6700.
FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY AT OUR LADY TA’ PINU SHRINE, BACCHUS MARSH 
Sunday 23 April, from 2pm Our Lady Ta’ Pinu Shrine, 15 Flanagans Drive, Bacchus Marsh
Divine Mercy begins at Our Lady Ta’ Pinu Shrine with Psalms of Mercy and Adoration at 2pm, followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet and then Mass, to be celebrated this year by Bishop Peter Connors, with a music ministry led by the local Indian Catholic community. Following Mass, there will be Benediction, with fellowship to follow. All welcome.
Details: 5367 7006
