As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Acts: 2:14, 36-41
God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.


	Il Signore e’ il mio pastore: non manco di nulla.




SECOND READING     Peter: 2:20-25
You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own sheep and mine know me.

Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  Io sono il buon pastore, dice il Signore, conosco le mie pecore e le mie pecore conoscono me.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  John  10:1-10
I am the gate of the sheepfold.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$564.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$331.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$311.00
                            -Project Compassion………………………………$1283.00

PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   07/04/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & F Pascuzzi
M Piscioneri, M Forte & G Tempone
10.30am (SUN) – C Antonio & Sr. T Fitzsimmons
S Dakin, J Iaria, B Clark-Loh, E Bartlett
                                                                                                T Nguyen

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  14/05/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
B Nadenbousch & D Pullicino
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro

C Alberti, G Calvi, O Strangis & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & E Bartlett
A & R Gatto, A Filippone, C McMahon
                                                                                                S Rottura                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       08/05/2017            J Kearney, E Bartlett & S Dakin
                                               15/05/2017           A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
Mons. Giovanni Bosco GAUCI (R. dec. in Gozo), Rita MERCURI,  Elisa FOSSATI, Francesca SIMOLA, 
Anna D’ERCOLE (R. dec. Switzerland)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    Rita BONELLO
Felicia Felice MANCUSO, Linda FELICIANI, Luigi CAVEDON, Famiglia DI TORO, Famiglia BRUNETTI, 
Maria VIVONA, Pasquale VIVONA, Antonio TALIANA, Irene TALIANA, Mary MERCIECA, 
Emanuel MERCIECA, Robbie CIANTAR, Robert CIANTAR,Frank STAFRACE, Pasqualina NICOLAZZO, Domenica MOSCA, Iolanda & Elvira  BRUSCO, Maria NICOLAZZO, Maria MASTROIANNI SPANO,

Pasqualina NICOLAZZO, Pietro CRUPI, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   4th Sunday of Easter,  Year  A                                                                 7  May   2017                                                      
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True Shepherd
I was once driven by a farmer named John to his farm in country Victoria.  It was winter and rather cold.  He drove an old farm truck and I was seated on the front passenger side.  Our journey took us through green, undulating countryside and through many pastures.
As I was the front seat passenger it was my duty to hop in and out of the truck and open and close every gate we encounted.  I had to get out of our toasty-warm truck to open and close between 13 and 15 swing gates in a freezing wind.  It was not much fun.

On the way back from John’s farm, it was the same ritual.  I was puzzled why there were so many gates on the one property.  With a broad smile John explained, “I think it deters criminals, knowing they have to stop and get out to open the gates.”

There are two ‘shepherding’ images of Jesus in today’s gospel.

Jesus, who sees himself as a shepherd of his flock claims, “I am the gate of the sheepfold.  Anyone who enters rightly through this gate will be safe.  Anyone who does not enter through the gate, but gets in some other way is a criminal.”

Before Jesus’ time, the image of God as a shepherd is also mentioned in the Bible.  In the Old Testament, God’s relationship with the people of Israel is compared to a shepherd and his sheep.  Isaiah says that God is like ‘a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms.”  God says to Ezekiel, “I myself will pasture my sheep…I shall be a true shepherd to them.”
The concept of God as shepherd is now fulfilled in Jesus, who calls his sheep individually by name.  The sheep follow him because they know his voice.  He is also the “gate of the sheepfold” as through him the sheep are sure of finding pasture.  It is through Christ that the people of God, called by name and responding to his voice, enter into the pasture of eternal life.
In biblical lands, sheep were an important part of the economy.  The shepherd stayed very close to his sheep by day and by night.  The shepherd slept with the sheep and looked after them using a unique whistle or call.  As Pope Francis says, he “smells the sheep.”
A shepherd would risk his life for his flock.  The sheep heard the familiar call and followed the sound.  They knew their welfare depended on staying close to the shepherd and responding to his call. 

As a farmer John stated, the farm gates deter criminals.   Jesus is our true shepherd, our gate and our protector.


	WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS.
Today the Church asks each of us to pray for, or to consider a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life. Each person in the community has a role to play in encouraging vocations – whether by prayer, encouragement or personal suggestion. The Pope, in his Letter for today, tells us “There is no room for fear!’  May each one of us be fearless in praying for, and promoting more vocations. The People of God need to be guided by pastors whose lives are spent in service to the Gospel. I ask parish communities, associations and the many prayer groups present in the Church, not to yield to discouragement but to continue praying that the Lord will send workers to his harvest. May he give us priests enamoured of the Gospel, close to all their brothers and sisters, living signs of God’s merciful love. Dear brothers and sisters, today too, we can regain fervour in preaching the Gospel and we can encourage young people in particular to take up the path of Christian discipleship. Despite a widespread sense that the faith is listless or reduced to mere “duties to discharge”, our young people desire to discover the perennial attraction of Jesus, to be challenged by his words and actions, and to cherish the ideal that he holds out of a life that is fully human, happy to spend itself in love. Mary Most Holy, the Mother of our Saviour, had the courage to embrace this ideal, placing her youth and her enthusiasm in God’s hands. Through her intercession, may we be granted that same openness of heart, that same readiness to respond, “Here I am”, to the Lord’s call, and that same joy in setting out (cf. Lk 1:39), like her, to proclaim him to the whole world.” 

(From the Message of Pope Francis, 54th World Day of Prayer for Vocations)



	A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than Wednesday.

Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del Mercoledi.




BAPTISM

Congratulations to child of Sienna Corrone child of Alfonso and Christine, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome her into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FUNERAL

Funeral Mass for Francesca Simola will be celebrated on Tuesday 9 May at 11.00am.
ITALIAN COMMITTEE

Martedi’ 9 Maggio ore 9.00am in cappella riunione dei membri del comitato per preparare la Festa di nostra Signore di Fatima.  Vi aspettiamo puntuali. Segue Santa Messa ore 10.00am 

	SOLENNE CELEBRAZIONE
DEL CENTINARIO DELLE APPARIZIONI
DI NOSTRA SIGNORA DI FATIMA

DOMENICA  21 MAGGIO 2017
Nella chiesa di San Giuseppe Lavoratore

79 Wilson Blvd  North Reservoir
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3.00pm - Santa Messa cantata, 

Celebrata da Padre Luciano Toldo e  Padre Emanuele Bonello PP 
Segue processione con la statua  e recita del Santo Rosario sui piazzali della chiesa.  Fiaccolata con Inni e Preghiere.  Ritorno in chiesa per la Benedizione  Eucaristica.

La celebrazione sara’ accompagnata dal musicista Raffaele Rossi.




2017 MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS
Sunday 14 May (Mother’s Day), 11am St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cathedral Place, East Melbourne. The Life, Marriage and Family Office warmly invites all expectant mothers and their families to the 2017 Mass for Expectant Mothers. The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Denis Hart. Expectant mothers who register will receive a small token of recognition.  
Registration: 9287 5587 or lmf@cam.org.au or www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF MOTHER OF GOD, ARDEER
Sunday 21 May, 10.30am Mother of God Church, Blanche Street, Ardeer
All past parishioners or school families are invited to attend the anniversary Mass at Mother of God church, as we celebrate 50 years since the blessing and opening of the church, as well as the 60 years of ministry in the parish and the area by the Brigidine Sisters. Mass will be followed by lunch at Mother of God school.  
RSVP for catering: 9311 3091 or caalbion@netspace.net.au       

SOUTHERN STARS SOCIAL CLUB: PARTY FOR SINGLE CATHOLICS
Saturday 20 May, 8pm Benedict House, 301 Warrigal Road, Burwood
A fun-time, good-feelin’ party for single Catholics in the 28 to 60 age group, with music, dancing, supper and lucky door prizes. Cost: $13 per person Details: Peter on 9885 2167 
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· May Saint Joseph give young people the ability to dream, to take risks for big tasks, the things that God dreams for us.
· Let’s work together to increase solidarity and sharing. Cooperation helps to build better and more peaceful societies.
· May our attitude be gentle and humble, attentive to caring for the poor.
