As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Acts      6:1-7
They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

	Il tuo amore, Signore, sia su di noi: in te speriamo.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    1 Peter   2:4-9
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me.         
Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Io sono la via, la verita’ e la vita, dice il Signore: nessuno viene al Padre se non per mezzo di me.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  John   14:1-12
I am the way, the truth and the life.. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$493.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$251.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$243.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   07/05/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Calvi
F Pascuzzi, O Strangis & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua
B Clark -Loh & S Rottua                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  14/05/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- D Pullicino
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am- C Brunetti & G Barbaro
M Sinopoli, P Leggiero & L Cavedon
10.30am- J Iaria 

T Nguyen & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED  
Emmanuela (Lina) CALLEJA, Kevin OAKMAN, Fr Brian JOHNSTONE CSsR, 

Fr Laurence MOONEY OSA, 

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Grazia LEONE, Antonio TALIANA,  Irene TALIANA, Primo, Rosa & Paola PRECOMA,

Alfonso, Maria, Leonardo, Maria, Vincenza & Famiglia AVAGLIANO, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   5th Sunday of Easter   Year  A                                                                 7   May,   2023                                                                                                                          
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Called out of isolation 
We all know isolation in our lives and the harm it can bring. It’s why there are many organisations to help us when we need them, old and young alike, but what’s it got to do with today’s gospel? 

Perhaps we’re like the disciples, uncertain, puzzled by what we’re hearing from the ‘Farewell Discourse’ in John’s gospel; but, whatever our response, at the heart of this gospel is relationship, with Jesus, the Father and one another. Here they are in a room, just prior to Jesus’ arrest and death, and he says he’s leaving them, but won’t abandon them. 

The disciples are unnerved by this, which is why he prefaces it by saying have faith and do not fear. ‘Go to the place where fear lives’ and begin to find there a deep-rooted trust in Jesus, in the Father. This isn’t simply some life coach positivity, as he’s soon to show them on the cross. For those who follow him on his way through death into the love of God, Jesus says, he’s going to prepare an ‘abiding place’– a room in my Father’s house, where we might be at home. 

It seems homelessness is not on offer, for God is relationship. This is what God wants for us. 

In the first section the disciples are puzzled by what Jesus says of his death and his return and more so when he tells them, he is ‘the Way, the Truth and the Life’. Then, he further reveals his relationship with the Father when he says that seeing me you’ve seen the Father, because ‘I am in the Father and the Father is in me.’ At which point, understanding the disciple’s bewilderment, Jesus says, but for now, see the works that have been done and trust in me: trust him to bring us out of our isolation.  In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles we hear of the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise to be with us after his resurrection releases the Holy Spirit and fifty days later, at Pentecost, we witness the power of this release. The question for us is, are we able to see the Lord at work in our lives, however undramatic it might seem? Are we able to reveal his way of being in the world? Because it’s this that the church reveals to the world, and his going enables us, as he says, ‘to perform even greater works.’ Come what may, nothing can separate us now from the love of God revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus; it’s the promise of Easter.  As this promise is gradually made real in our lives we are able to ‘ring out your joy to the Lord’, as the psalm says, because the Lord is with us and we’re called, in the words of the second reading, ‘out of darkness into his wonderful light.’ We’re called out of our isolation into relationship with one another and God, forever.                                                                                                                                                                 

	                                                                                                                       Damian Coleridge                                                                                                                                                                                            


	IN THIS YEAR 2023 LET US PRAY FOR PEACE – 

LORD MAKE US INSTRUMENTS OF YOUR PEACE – 

WHERE THERE IS HATRED HELP US BRING LOVE

With this peace banner for this year let us remember Pope Francis’ message of peace that he gave on Easter day when he wished a happy Easter to all and that Easter will be for all a passage from affliction to consolation. In his Easter message Pope Francis prayed for peace in the world particularly the countries experiencing wars, saying: “Help the beloved Ukrainian people on their journey towards peace, and shed the light of Easter upon the people of Russia. Comfort the wounded and all those who have lost loved ones because of the war, and grant that prisoners may return safe and sound to their families. Open the hearts of the entire international community to strive to end this war and all conflict and bloodshed in our world, beginning with Syria, which still awaits peace. Strengthen all those affected by the violent earthquake in Turkey and in Syria itself. Let us pray for all those who have lost family and friends, and for those left homeless. May they receive consolation from God and assistance from the family of nations. … Lord, we entrust to you the city of Jerusalem, may there be a resumption of dialogue … and reciprocal respect, between Israelis and Palestinians, so that peace may reign in the Holy City and in the entire region. Lord, aid Lebanon, which still seeks stability and unity. Be mindful of the beloved people of Tunisia, and in particular the young and those suffering from social and economic hardship. Turn your gaze to Haiti, which has long experienced a grave social, economic. Consolidate the processes of peace and reconciliation undertaken in Ethiopia and in South Sudan, and grant an end to violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Sustain, Lord, the Christian community in Nicaragua and Eritrea, and remember all who are prevented from freely and publicly professing their faith.  Grant consolation to victims of international terrorism, especially in Burkina Faso, Mali, Mozambique, and Nigeria. Help Myanmar to pursue paths of peace. May you, the Lord of life, encourage us on our journey and repeat to us, as you did to the disciples on the evening of Easter: 
‘Peace be with you! Peace be with you! Peace be with you!’ (Jn 19:21).”




COVID SAFE PRACTICES
              As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the 
              transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
BAPTISM
Congratulations to Harlow Finocchiaro child of Andrew and Amanda, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Harlow into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
MOTHER’S DAY MASS

On Friday 12 May 2023 the school children will participate at the 9.10am mass to celebrate Mother’s Day.  All are welcome to attend (Friday 12.5.2023 at 9.10am).
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 

 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit: www.synod.va
SHIP VISITORS WANTED

Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre in Melbourne needs more volunteer ship visitors to provide a vital service to Seafarers in need. You will go on board vessels and approach Seafarers as friends, listening to their concerns and where possible offering practical help. For example, providing phone cards, organising transport, emergency medicine or vaccines and arranging for Mass or Liturgy on board. Email: leeanne.diano@stellamaris.org.au for more information
PALMS MISSION: TRANSFORM LIVES - THEIRS...AND YOURS 
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share their skills and knowledge with those who have few other chances for training. Build enduring global relationships while assisting sustainable, self-reliant, community development. Explore 35 positions on our website. You can also see news including stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know: RING: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567. WEB: www.palms.org.au
FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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· The Risen Christ is our future.  He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the starting point and the ultimate goal of the history of humanity.  As much as it is marked by fragility, our life has been solidly placed in His hands.
· If in our hearts we are carring some burden or suffering that seems to crush us, it is the moment to go out to meet Jesus, who is close, to open the tomb of our problems and look beyond the threshold toward his light.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
	

	 

	

	


