
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING    Deuteronomy 26: 4-10
The confession of faith of the elect.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

	Resta con noi, Signore, nell’ora della prova.



SECOND READING     Romans 10:8-13
The confession of faith of the believers in Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that  comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!


	Non di solo pane vivra’ l’uomo, ma di ogni parola che esce dalla bocca di Dio. 

Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria! 


GOSPEL  Luke  4:1-13
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led by the Spirit through the wilderness where he was tempted.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$703.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$494.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$469.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   14/02/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  D Pullicino & B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  M Crupi & G Tempone
A Sonza, G Barbaro, O Strangis & L Cavedon
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & G Canavan
T Nguyen, E Bartlett, D Herbert, L De Marco
                                                                                                & J Mengolian
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  21/02/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  N Ziino & E Krygger
M Mizzi & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & P Sparano
L Catena, M Crupi, A DiRico & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & E Bartlett
C McMahon, P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo         

                                                                                                     & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                    MONEY COUNTERS       15/02/2016              A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                               22/02/2016             E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED   
Alma GUGLIOTTI, Fr John SPILLANE,
ANNIVERSARIES    
Maria-Rosa FOGLIARO, Oreste SEGAT, Franca BIASIBETTI, Costanza Anthony CARNOVALE, Giuseppe CARNOVALE, Alvaro VIDAL, Joao MATIAS, Silvana DA LUZ, Lurdes PEREIRA, 
Joao VIERA, Verino & Umberto FIRMANI, Giovanni MERCOVECCHIO, Geosomine DEL PAPA, Franca BIASIBETTI, Franco SCARAMOZZINO, Emanuele AGIUS, Giuseppe & Carmela PINO, Lazzaro & Carmela DE CATA,  Michele & Angela CIAVARELLA,
anni  MERCOVECCHIO, Geosomine DEL PAPA, Franco SCARAMOZZINO, Emanuele AGIUS, Giuseppe & Carmela PINO, Lazzaro & Carmela DE CATA, Michele & Angela CIAVARELLA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
 
   1st  Sunday of Lent,  Year C                                                                     14  February    2016                                                          
	Crossing the Desert 
I first met Ngoc when working in her parish a long time ago.  She was a frail, small woman who lived alone in a little hut made of dry coconut leaves.  Hard work and poverty meant she looked much older than her years.
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Ngoc’s husband had died during the Vietnam War.  At the same time her only son escaped by boat never to return.  The only thing that kept this dear lady going was the hope that her son was still alive.  Ngoc never entertained the thought that her son may have perished while escaping.  She prayed every day for a miracle.  All she wanted was one morning to see her son walk up the track.  Each day she would sit in her chair looking toward her tottering dead-branch gate.  If her son was to  come home she would be there to welcome him.  This intense longing sorely tested Ngoc.  It was indeed a lonely experience.  You could call it a desert experience.  At the heart of the Hebrew Scriptures are several significant stories.  One of them is the story of the people of Israel being tested in the desert for 40 years.  They wondered if God was paying any attention to them or even noticed them.  The experience of the Israelites is not unlike the experience of many people today, especially those still fleeing their beloved homelands and hoping for a better life.  But on one level or another all people have ‘deserts’ to cross.  It was the same too for Jesus.  In today’s gospel, St Luke tells us about Jesus going into the desert where he was tested like Israel’s people of old.  Jesus was also tested by the sarcastic remarks of the crowd.  He was hunted by the temple police.  He was left alone in the garden of Gethsemane and tested on the cross.  Yet being tested can be part of growing up.  Coming through difficulties and meeting challenges burns off people’s illusions about life, frees them of self-centeredness and helps them realise that millions of others are also crossing deserts.  This first week of Lent is a good time to acknowledge your desert experiences.  It is a time to notice God’s spirit working in you and making you new, making the world new.  Ngoc never gave up.  Every day, waiting by the gate, her hope was tested.  She told me once, “I know that I am not alone in my desert waiting for my son to come home.  God is waiting with me.”  In looking for added meaning to Lent, 2016, remember that you are not alone in the desert.  God is with you.  In the spirit of Project Compassion the whole church goes out into the desert to be with those who are alone, waiting and lost.  The church chooses to stand with those being tested.        



LENTEN PRAYER SHARING GROUP

Lenten Prayer Sharing Group with Sr Estelita starts February 17 2016 at 1.30pm – 2.30pm and will run every Wednesday during Lent in the chapel.  Please inform Sr Estelita or Parish Office on 9460 3013, if you are interested to join this group of prayer once a week during Lent time.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church both in English and Italian.
PARISH PASTORAL TEAM MEETING
The Parish Pastoral Team meeting will held this week on Wednesday 17th February 2016 at 7.30pm in the Presbytery.
ITALIAN COMMITTEE
Martedi 16 Febbraio ore 9.00am riunione del comitato femminile in cappella, segue la Santa Messa ore 10.00am. Benvenuto a tutti i membri.

MASS IN SUPPORT OF PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM
Tuesday 16 February, 11am
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cathedral Place, East Melbourne
All are welcome at this special Mass in support of refugees and people seeking asylum. It will be celebrated by Bishop Vincent Long, ofm conv, himself a refugee to this country and now the Australian Catholic bishops’ spokesman on refugees.
MARY MACKILLOP CENTRE OPEN DAY
Saturday 20 February, 10am–4pm
Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre, 362 Albert Street, East Melbourne
In 2016 we celebrate the 150th year of the founding of the congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart by Mary MacKillop and Fr Julian Tenison Woods in 1866. This is our first weekend open day of 2016, our sesquicentenary year. Visit the Mary MacKillop Museum, pray in the chapel where Mary prayed, visit the gift shop and enjoy light refreshments. A local guided walking tour will also take place at 11am. Everyone welcome.  Details: 9926 9300
southern stars social club: party for single catholics
Saturday 27 February, 8pm  Benedict House, 301 Warrigal Road, Burwood
Single Catholics between 28 and 60 are all invited.
Cost: $13 includes supper and lucky door prizes.  Details: Peter on 9885 2167 
I’ll dine with you: an open air interfaith dining event in the city square: Monday 29 February, 6.30 pm City Square, corner Swanston and Collins Streets, Melbourne
The Interfaith Centre of Melbourne together with 17 interfaith and other organisations invites you to join us at #IllDineWithYou, an interfaith and intercultural open-air dining experience which will actively support our vibrant and diverse communities. During World Interfaith Harmony Week, enjoy an inspirational evening along a spectacular eighty-metre dining table in the heart of Melbourne. Three course vegetarian meal will include entertainment and special guests. Alcohol free.
Cost: $25 ($20 students/concession) Details: info@interfaithcentre.org.au or 9650 7163 or 0400 228 146.  Bookings open soon.
Holy Door Lenten Pilgrimage SATURDAY 27 FEBRUARY, COMMENCING 10AM
St Philip’s Catholic Church, 60 Junction Road, Blackburn North, walking to Fitzroy North
Walk the full 22 kilometres from Blackburn to Fitzroy, or join us along the way. Our pilgrimage to the Holy Door at St Brigid’s, North Fitzroy will commence at 10am at St Philip’s, right after Mass in the Extraordinary Form at 9am. We expect to arrive at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, 378 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy North at 5.30pm, in plenty of time for the 6pm Vigil Mass. Plenary indulgence (under the usual conditions).  Details: David Schütz on 0400 978 938 or david.schutz@cam.org.au 
	MERCIFUL LENT (JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY)
The following words are taken from Pope Francis’ message given on Ash Wednesday General Audience (10.2.16)
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‘We begin the Lenten journey, and today we stop to consider the ancient institution of the “jubilee”, an ancient custom attested in Sacred Scripture in the Book of Leviticus, who presents it as a culminating moment in the religious and social life of the people of Israel. Every 50 years, “on the day of atonement” (Lev 25:9), when the Lord’s mercy is invoked upon the whole people, the sound of the trumpet announced the great event of liberation. It was a type of “general pardon”, by which everyone was allowed to return to their original situation, with the cancellation of all debts, the restitution of land, and the opportunity for the members of the People of God to enjoy freedom once again. With the jubilee, those who had become poor returned to having the necessities of life, and those who had become rich restored to the poor what they had taken from them. The goal was a society based on equality and solidarity, where freedom, land and money became once again a good for all and not just for a few, as happens now, if the Jubilee does not touch the pocket, it is not a true jubilee. We might say that the biblical jubilee was a “jubilee of mercy”, because it was lived in sincerely seeking the good of the needy brother or sister. “And if your brother becomes poor, and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall maintain him; as a stranger and a sojourner he shall live with you. Take no interest from him or increase, but fear your God; that your brother may live beside you. You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit” (Lev 25:35-37).  Please let us pray, that in this Jubilee Year the Lord remove from every heart this desire to have more, to exploit. That we may return to being generous, great. If we want mercy from God let us begin to practise it. It is this: beginning to practise it among ourselves, among compatriots, among families, among peoples, among continents. Contributing to the realization of a world without the poor means building a society without discrimination, based on solidarity that leads to sharing whatever we possess, in a distribution of resources founded on brotherhood and on justice.’ 
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	Like many families in her remote village, Doney and her family have often gone months without     enough to eat. But with the support of Caritas Australia and local partner CADECOM, the people of Doney’s community have learned to harness their strengths. Today they are building new livelihoods, improving health and growing literacy to create paths towards a better future.

Please donate to Project Compassion 2016 and help people in remote areas of Malawi harness their strengths and pave the way towards a thriving future. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.


