As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Wisdom   12:13, 16-19
In the place of sin, you give repentance.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, you are good and forgiving.
	Tu sei buono, Signore, e perdoni.




SECOND READING     Romans: 8:26-27
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Ti rendo lode, Padre, Signore del cielo e della terra, perche’ ai piccoli hai rivelato i misteri del Regno.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew  13:24-43
Let them grow together until the harvest.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$534.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$279.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$457.00
 PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   23/07/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  Sr T Fitzsimmons & E Krygger
S Dakin  T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  M Crupi & G Tempone
O Strangis, M Crupi, A DiRico & T Forte
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & J Iaria
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  30/07/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & D Pullicino
E Saliba & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & R Fato

M Piscioneri, M Forte & G Tempone
10.30am (SUN) – K Nguyen & C Antonio
S Dakin, J Iaria, B Clark-Loh, E Bartlett
                                                                                                T Nguyen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       24/07/2017          E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan 
                                               31/07/2017         S Dakin
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
Tommaso CHILLICO, Maria CONTARINO, Angelo TROIETTO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   
Monsignor Aldo REBESCHINI,Rosalia & Sebastiano LUCA, Maria FERRARESE, Michele MAIOLO, Artilio NICEFORO, Tatiana CONTE, Nadege DELAFONTAINE, Michele PINNUTO,
Giovanna LI ROSI, Vincenza PINNUTO, Giudo TRAPANI,  Filippo TORNELLO
Concettina MONFORTE, Umberto & Maria SILEO, Luciano GRANIERI, Oscar CONTE, 

Adolf SIMIANE,
U
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   16th Sunday,  Year  A                                                                                23  July   2017                                                      
	Freedom to Choose 
God has suffered at the hands of both the “God owners” and the “God deniers”.  The former turned God into an idol, a projection of human fears and infantile desires.  The latter, not unreasonably, said such a God does not exist.  Many of the rest said, well it doesn’t really matter either way, since we are far too busy making ends meet and getting on with life to be concerned with issues of theology.  These caricature of belief, unbelief and unknowingness are not altogether fanciful as they also raise the issue of what the real God of the Hebrew-Christian Scriptures must be like.  For the writer of Wisdom, Israel’s God is the only true God who cares for everything, is never unjust, and is endlessly forgiving of the repentant sinner.  Moreover, we are told, such a God models the way of human virtue, a way at odds with values of an aggressive world.  St Paul in Romans tells us “God knows everything in our hearts” and that, despite our weakness, we can communicate with this God through the gift of the Spirit who prays for us.  Such a God is both infinitely beyond human experience, power and knowledge and yet more intimate to us than we are to ourselves.  God is Life.  In Matthew, Jesus teaches the crowds with parables of the ‘kingdom of heaven’.  The kingdom is compared to a man sewing wheat in the field, or a mustard seed growing into a tree, or the yeast a woman uses to make bread.  Who, then, is the God of Jesus masked behind these parables? First, such a God is present and active in the ordinary, every-day things of life – depicted in the title of Arundhati Roy’s novel, ‘The God of Small Things’.  Second, this God, like the kingdom of heaven and gift of the Spirit, is “already present within you” (Lk 17:21; Rom 8:9). Third, God is not just another being among beings, let alone a human construct, but the very source of everything that is – for “in Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).  It is also true that God fully respects our freedom to choose between good and evil: human choices and actions have consequences.  This is why Jesus explains the parable of the wheat and darnel in terms of future judgment.  Nonetheless, we should not live our lives in fear of judgment since “love casts our fear” (1 Jn 14:18).  Rather, let us place our faith, hope and love in God who both understands our weakness and yet knows and loves us with boundless patience and infinite mercy.  What must God be like?  God is neither a big daddy figure in the sky nor a vindictive judge. The real God is in the heights of the universe, as in the hidden depths of our own selves, calling us into personal relationship and righteous action in the name of the kingdom.


BAPTISMS
Congratulations Charlotte Muresan child of Zsolt and Domenica, Santiago Finanzio child of Luca and Stefania who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion. 
ITALIAN COMMITTEE

Martedi 25 Luglio riunione del comitato Italiano ore 9.00am in Cappella, per la preparazione della Festa di San Rocco.  Seguita Santa Messa ore 10.00am.

FUNERAL

Rosary for Angelo Troietto will be recited on Tuesday 25 July at 11.30am followed by Funeral Mass.

MEMORIAL MASS

Friday 28 July 7.00pm – Maria-Rosa Condello (1mth)
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE

Maintenance Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 July at 8.00pm in the Presbytery.

NEW FENCE
A new fence behind the Parish Hall has been completed.  Thanks to the good number of volunteers who pulled down the old fence in preparation for the new one.
MARY MACKILLOP CENTRE OPEN DAY   
Saturday 5 August, 10am–4pm
Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre, 362 Albert Street, East Melbourne
During 2017 the Sisters of St Joseph are celebrating the 10th year of the Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre, opened by the Sisters in November 2007. The Centre invites parishioners and friends to the next weekend Open Day for 2017. Visit the Mary MacKillop Museum and the chapel where Mary prayed, as well as the gift shop and refreshments area for morning or afternoon tea. A local ‘walking tour’ will take place at 11am to visit Mary’s birth site.  Everyone is welcome.
Details: 9926 9300

2017 FUNDRAISING DINNER –MARY MACKILLOP FOUNDATION
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The Foundation provides financial support for small, life changing projects.

There are two kinds of projects that the Foundation Supports:

· General Projects within Australia

· Projects in partnership with Aboriginal Australians

 Date:    Friday 25 August 2017

 Time:    7.00pm with appetisers

 Att:        Mount St Joseph Girls’ College, 133 Maidstone St, Altona

 Cost:      $40.00pp (3 couse meal, BYO drinks)  
 Tickets: Call MMHC (03) 9926 9300  RSVP: Tuesday, 18 August 2017

CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB
Friday 28 July, 7pm
Caroline Chisholm Library, Level 3, 358 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 
Anyone interested in reading and discussing Christian books and poetry is welcome to join the monthly meetings of The Catholic Book Club. This month Gaudy night by Dorothy Sayers will be discussed. 
Details: Paul Nixon on 0405 486 531 or www.melbournecatholicbookclub.yolasite.com 
	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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We must overcome all forms of racism, of intolerance
                 and of the instrumentalization of the human person.
· Let us be led by the Virgin Mary on the path that leads to the holy mountain that is Christ, where God and man meet.



FEASTS
Tuesday 25 July – St James 

Wednesday 26 July – Sts Jaochim & Anne, parents of Blessed virgin Mary

Saturday 29 July – St Martha

RETREAT ON ‘THE GOOD SAMARITAN’

(Arranged by St Francis of Assisi Parish, Mill Park)

All parishioners and friends are invited to a Retreat on The Good Samaritan, to be held on Saturday 12 August, 9.00am – 3.00pm, at the beautiful country Retreat Centre, ‘Amberley’ Lower Plenty.  
Mass will be at 9.30am.  The presenter is Fr George Feliciouz, St Francis of Assisi Parish.   Come apart for a day to spend with the Lord.   Cost: $6  Lunch – bring a plate !  Tea & Coffee provided.  
RSVP: Tuesday 8 August.  Bookings: Contact Ruth 9407 6700   
Email: Ruth.Lees@cam.org.au
MORAL THEOLOGY PUBLIC SEMINARS: JESUIT COLLEGE OF SPIRITUALITY
Thursday 27 July, Saturday 23 September and Thursday 16 November
Jesuit College of Spirituality, 175 Royal Parade, Parkville
Rev. Dr Ai Pham SJ (Dean of Studies at Jesuit Theological College) will be sharing his knowledge over three seminars, all of which are open to the general public.  
The July seminar is titled ‘The significance of the human body in Ignatian spirituality and contemporary moral theology’, and will take place from 6pm to 8pm.
The September seminar is ‘The primacy of love in moral theology’, from 10am to 12pm.
In November Rev. Dr Pham will lead a seminar titled ‘The spiritual exercises and the formation of Christian conscience’ from 6pm to 8pm.  Cost: Gold coin donation
Details: 9448 8276 or enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
2017: THE JUST ART EXHIBITION   
Friday 28 July to Tuesday 1 August
The Stables, Corner Wreckyn and Courtney Streets, North Melbourne
The St Vincent de Paul Society invites you to explore over 300 art works, all gloriously celebrating, exploring and contemplating the culture of the first peoples of Australia. ‘Focus: First Australians’ will open 10am–8pm Friday 28 July, 10am–6pm Saturday 29 July, and 10am–5pm Sunday 30 July to Tuesday 1 August.. Cost: Free  Details: 9895 5800

bREATH OF HEAVEN: WINTER WORSHIP
Saturday 29 July, 7pm
St Fidelis Parish Hall, 49 Clarendon Street, Moreland
You are invited to an evening of music and prayer as the St Fidelis Saturday Music Ministry Team presents a night of worship and music in celebration of the 90th anniversary of St Fidelis’ parish. Supper will be provided. This is a free event and all are welcome.
Details and RSVP: gracelightsmusic@gmail.com

