As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Wisdom      12:13, 16-19
In the placed of sin, you give repentance.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord , you are good and forgiving..

	Tu sei buono, Signore, e perdoni.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Romans  8:26-27
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom..   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Ti rendo lode, Padre, Signore del cielo e della terra, perche’ ai piccoli hai rivelato i misteri del Regno.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   13:24-43
Let them grow together until the harvest. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$429.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$261.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$231.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   23/07/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
N Ziino
T Nguyen & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – R Iuele
L De Marco & J Iaria                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  30/07/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am- C Agostinelli  & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am- R Covello
S Dakin & V De Leo
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Roma CARBOON, Carmen BUTTIGIEG, Denis SULLY

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Francesco & Gabriele MASTROIANNI, Rosa & Giuseppe FATO, Giuseppina BATTISTA
Vincenzo, Domenica Rocco & Famiglia LIUZZI, Johnny FORTE, Famiglia SACCUZZO,
Famiglia PIZZO, Famiglia BIVIANO, Pasqualino SACCUZZO, Ernie GANINO,
Sebastiano & Rosalia LUCA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                               23   July,   2023                                                                                                                           
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GOD’S GOOD CROP
At first glance today’s gospel seems to draw a clear distinction between the wheat as the good crop and the darnel as the bad crop. The darnel was sown by the enemy while everybody was asleep. It was regarded as a toxic crop to be weeded out. 

Darnel has an intoxicating effect, if consumed. In fact, its official name, “Lolium temulentum”, comes from a Latin word for “drunk.” In contrast, wheat is described as the good seed which sprouted and ripened. Indeed, Jesus describes it as a metaphor for his own self-giving love: that “unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).   Yet, if the darnel is indeed the bad crop, we might well ask ourselves why the farmer has decided to let both crops grow till the harvest? The answer to that question is that this parable, like all parables, reveals surprising truths about aspects of God. In this instance, it describes the mercy and love of God. Here, God is not a ruthless farmer who is targeting the darnel. Rather, God allows both wheat and darnel to grow to the harvest. Each and everyone has the opportunity to return God.    The Dominican theologian Herbert McCabe explains that we should not be deluded into thinking that, if you are sorry for your sins, God will come and forgive you, that he will be touched by your appeal, change his mind about you and forgive you. McCabe would have us understand that the truth is, instead, that God never changes his mind about you. God is simply in love with you. What he does again and again is change your mind about him. You are not forgiven because you confess your sins. You come to celebrate that your sins are forgiven. 

Today’s psalm describes God’s mercy and compassion. It speaks of a God who is “abounding in love and truth” (Psalm 85:15). John Duns Scotus, the 13th century Franciscan theologian, similarly believed that God did not enter human history because Adam and Eve had sinned; rather, God became man because he loved humanity so much, he desired to be one with us. 

In the midst of our struggles, God takes the initiative and draws near to us. The second reading describes how “the Spirit comes to help us on our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words” (Romans 8:26).  We are called to an awareness that God loves us immensely and to respond to God’s love and fulfil our destiny as flourishing beings, nourished in the rich soil of God’s compassion and mercy. 

	                                                                                                                                                       Sophie Clements         


WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY: SUNDAY 23 July 2023
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This Weekend, Sunday 23rd July 2023, is the World-day for Grandparents and the Elderly established by Pope Francis in 2021 to be celebrated on the fourth Sunday of July which comes close to the Feast of Sts Anne and Joachim (26 July) grandparents of Jesus. This year’s reflective theme chosen by Pope Francis is: 

“HIS MERCY (GOD’S MERCY) IS FROM AGE TO AGE” (Lk 1:50).

This choice was intended to connect with the event of the World Youth Day in Lisbon (1-6 August) – to ideally put young and old 'in dialogue'. The theme was chosen to be in tune with the one of the World Youth Day in Lisbon (Portugal), which is: 

“MARY AROSE AND WENT WITH HASTE,” (Lk 1:39).
Even the short passage "His mercy from age to age" is taken from Luke's Gospel and is the end of the first part of the Magnificat, when Mary immediately goes to meet her elderly cousin Elizabeth after the Angel's annunciation. Thus, it is a theme that highlights the importance of dialogue between generations, which is fundamental for perceiving and contemplating God's merciful action on behalf of human beings. Indeed, dialogue between the elderly and the young helps to obtain a more complete vision of the way in which a more humane and fraternal society can be built. As Pope Francis said: “The Holy Spirit blesses and accompanies every fruitful encounter between different generations: between grandparents and grandchildren, between young and old”. Let us pray for our grandparents and elderly, and also for those young people attending the World Youth Day next month.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
COVID SAFE PRACTICES
· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion. Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. 
· While distributing communion, Ministers of Communion, if they wish, do not have to wear masks anymore, it’s optional. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19.
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POPE FRANCIS' JULY PRAYER INTENTION 

– FOR A EUCHARISTIC LIFE
In this month’s prayer intention, Pope Francis invites us to see the celebration of the Eucharist not as an obligatory ritual, but rather as an encounter with the Risen Jesus, 
for “the Eucharist is the presence of Jesus,” 
which is “profoundly transforming.”
---------------------------------------

PRAYER
“Let us pray that Catholics place at the centre of their lives the eucharistic celebration, which transforms human relationships and opens up an encounter with God and their brothers and sisters.”




REJOICE AND BE GLAD: Go Forth the Mass is ended.
We go from this place (the Church) as God’s chosen people.
God has found you. Rejoice!     God will stay with you. Give thanks!
God will encourage you. Rejoice!   God will strengthen you. Give thanks!
God will enlighten you. Rejoice!  God is with you for the long haul. Give thanks!
God is with you when life is a struggle. Rejoice!
God is with you when your time becomes God’s time.
We go from this place (the Church) as God’s chosen people
ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA

Martedi 25  Luglio Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am, Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am. 
FEASTS
Tuesday  25 July: St James, apostle

Wednesday 26 July: Sts Joachim & Anne, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday 29 July: Sts Martha, Mary and Lazarus

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
