As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Ecclesiasticus     15:15-20
He never commanded anyone to be godless.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!.

	Beato chi cammina nella legge del Signore.



SECOND READING    1 Corinthians 2:6-10
God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia
Ti rendo lode, Padre, Signore del cielo e della terra, perche’ ai piccoli hai rivelato i misteri del Regno.   Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   5:17-27
Such was said to your ancestors; but I am speaking to you.       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$379.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$327.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$316.00    
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   12/02/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
D Pulicino
E Saliba & N Ziino
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & G Barbaro
P Sparano, M Sinopoli & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco
J Iaria & B Clark-Loh
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  19/02/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba 
E Krygger & B Nadenbousch
9.00am- T Forte & R Pino
F Multari, G Barbaro & O Strangis
10.30am- R Covello
G Caruana & R Iuele

    



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Giovanni LIUCCI, Giovanna MASCARA
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   
Grazia TALARICO, Carmelo GRIMA, Louis CORDINA, Laurie BUTTIGIEG, 
Gregorio CONDELLO, Carmelo CONDELLO, Primo & Eva-Maria ESPOSITO, 
Francesco, Giuseppina, Giovanna VITELLONE, Saverio & Marietta CHIODO,
Francesco, Bruno & Serafino MULTARI, Domenico, Antonio & Robert ALAGNA, 

Rosie PAPAGIRIS, Pietro SCARMOZZINO, Giovanna TOMASIELLO, 

Mario & Marisa MASTRILLI, Luigi CAVEDON, Barbara CAVEDON
Berardo, Diamante, Flaviano, Angelo, Giulio & Sestino LEANDRINO
Lucia & Geni MASTRILLI, Domenico & Giovanni ANETTI, 
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                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   6th Sunday Ordinary Time  Year  A                                                        12  February,   2023                                                                                                                          
	TO BE BETTER GOSPEL PEOPLE
In today’s gospel it seems Jesus is asking too much of us! Following the commandments is not enough. We must also avoid anger, abusive language, lustful thoughts, or taking oaths of any kind! Even calling someone a ‘fool’ or ‘renegade’ is an offence. But is Jesus actually asking us to follow an impossible set of commandments ... or is he doing something else? 
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First, we need to note Jesus’ statement in Matthew’s Gospel: “I have not come to abolish the law or the prophets, but to complete them”. The community of disciples Jesus is addressing are all Jews who show great respect for the Law. The pharisees, in particular, are suspicious of Jesus because he doesn’t speak much about major Jewish rules such as circumcision, food laws or Sabbath requirements. 

At times, they think, Jesus even acts against them!  However, Jesus is not interested in debating them about any particular law. Instead, he challenges their inadequate, superficial – at times hypocritical – thinking that assumes God’s favour is won by following the letter of the Law.   In fact, Jesus says the Law does not go far enough unless it highlights love of God and neighbour. So, Jesus reinterprets the Law according to the spirit of the Beatitudes: “Blessed are the pure in heart; blessed are the poor in spirit; blessed are the merciful; blessed are the peacemakers”. But, who among us can claim to be these perfect “Beatitude people”? We are still left with this problem of what seems to be the “impossibility of the gospel” captured in Jesus’ statement: “You must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”. Now, Jesus is not naïve. He is perfectly aware that none of us – scribes, pharisees or his own disciples – is able to claim this degree of spiritual conversion to the law of love. So, do we just wash our hands, shrug our shoulders and carry on as before?   Or do we take the second option of turning to the God of love and mercy who challenges us to change our ways, forgives our failures, and assists us to become more effective “gospel people”? To be a gospel person is to be on a journey. This call to deepening conversion is not only needed in the current world of geo-politics; it is also needed in our own Christian communities. Let us together look to God’s revelation in Jesus and the Scriptures so wonderfully summarised in today’s reading from St Paul: “The things no eye has seen, no ear has heard, things beyond the human mind, all that God has prepared for those who love him”. The gospel is not impossible because it is the wisdom and work of God in process. Let us play our small but important role in bringing the gospel to birth in our families, communities and world. 

                                                                                                                      Gerard Hall  SM                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                      


	IN THIS YEAR 2023 LET US PRAY FOR PEACE

LORD MAKE US INSTRUMENTS OF YOUR PEACE

WHERE THERE IS HATRED HELP US BRING LOVE




	These are our reflective words on the white banner for this year 2023. In his message of Peace for 2023, Pope Francis encourages us to “Think in terms of the common good, recognizing that we belong to a greater community, and opening our minds and hearts to universal human fraternity. We cannot continue to focus simply on preserving ourselves; rather, the time has come for all of us to endeavour to heal our society and our planet, to lay the foundations for a more just and peaceful world, and to commit ourselves seriously to pursuing a good that is truly common.” Aware of wars and difficult situations in the world, Pope Francis calls us to “Respond generously to these situations, with an altruism inspired by God’s infinite and merciful love, and we will be able to build a new world and contribute to the extension of his kingdom, which is a kingdom of love, justice and peace.” 

– LORD MAKE US INSTRUMENTS OF YOUR PEACE -

ORDER OF MALTA – LOURDES DAY MASS – SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2023

For some years now the Order of Malta has organised an annual Lourdes Day Mass to provide an opportunity to pray for the sick and infirm particularly those who would not otherwise have the possibility of visiting Lourdes. The Mass will take place again on Saturday, 18th February at 10.30am at St Patrick’s Cathedral, with Archbishop Peter A Comensoli as the principal celebrant. Assisted Elderly and infirm people and those who care for them are welcome. Everyone attending will receive a gift pack containing Lourdes water, rosary beads and prayer material. For further information, please contact: Sauro Antonelli AM on 0411 250 288.
MISSION: CHANGE THEIR LIVES ... AND YOURS. 

Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop their talents. · You will re-ignite your professional passion as you share skills with colleagues abroad; · You will strengthen individuals and organisational processes and procedures so that generations of people will have opportunities for growth long after you return home. · You will Learn. It is a life changing opportunity to work with and live amongst some of the most appreciative and resilient people you will ever meet. · You will be Supported. Since 1961, Palms Australia has supported qualified and experienced Catholics motivated to undertake this Mission. Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know: RING: 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. WEB: www.palms.org.au. On our website you can also see news including stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 




COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the 
                 transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
FEAST
Tuesday  14 February: Sts Cyril, monk and Methodius Bishop
CONTINUING APPEALS: 

FLOOD APPEAL – SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

Contributions can be made by:   1. Calling 13 18 12  

visit https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022.  

Or donate Vinnies Shops; or purchase a token via local IGA. 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA – UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
Online: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
Phone: 1800 024 413
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
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PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit: www.synod.va
	The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit


