As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah       22:19-23
I  place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.

	Signore, il tuo amore e’ per sempre.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Romans  11:33-36
From him, through him, and in him are all things.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church the gates of hell will not hold out against it.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Tu sei Pietro e su questa pietra edifichero’ la mia Chiesa e le potenze degli inferi non prevarranno su di essa.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   16: 13-20
You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$625.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$399.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$492.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   27/08/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
D Pullicino
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & G Calvi
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo
L De Marco & J Iaria           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  03/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am- L De Marco
S Dakin & V De Leo
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Nazzario VILLANI,

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Vincenzo BUTERA, Franco PERRI, Ferdinando GIGLIOTTI, Claudio VALMORBIDA,
Salvatore MAZZARELLA, Carmelo PIZZO, Franco MATTIUZZO,
Diamanta Eremengildo, Angela, Rocco, Mario, Antonio, Raffaelo, Giuseppina, Lucia, Antonietta, Antonio, Pepo CENTOFANTI, Michelina MERCURI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              27   August,   2023                                                                                                                           
	A COMMUNITY BUILT ON ROCK[image: image1]
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Jesus takes his closest followers to Caesarea Philippi to have an important conversation. Two key things happen. Firstly, the disciples experience a moment of real insight in their understanding of Jesus. Jesus asks Simon Peter: “But who do you say that I am?” With great trust and a growing faith, Peter replies: “You are the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the living God.” 

For centuries the Jews longed for the coming of the messiah. By calling Jesus the messiah, Peter proclaims that Jesus is the one for whom they had waited. Jesus is the one who will fulfill the hopes and aspirations of Israel. Jesus is God’s anointed one; the one in whom God’s Spirit dwells. 

Peter watched Jesus embrace people; especially the sick, the poor, the sinners. He witnessed firsthand Jesus loving people into life. He saw the face of God in the face and actions of Jesus. Ultimately, Peter received the gift of God’s revelation, which allowed him to understand more clearly who Jesus is, what is Jesus’ mission and to recognise the significance of Jesus’ special relationship with His Father.   In the verses that follow today’s gospel, Jesus challenges the disciples to an even deeper understanding, by instructing them about what kind of Messiah he is and what this will demand of them. Accepting Jesus as messiah means that they must also be ready to accept that He will ‘suffer with’ people, especially the outcasts; but that God will ultimately vindicate His beloved Son.   Secondly, Jesus establishes his disciples as a community. In Mt 7:24, Jesus told his disciples to build on rock. It’s on the rock (Greek, petra; Aramaic kepha) that is Peter (Greek: petros; Aramaic kepha), that Jesus builds His house; a community of disciples, called the “church”. 

Peter is not “rock” because of personal qualities of steadfastness or reliability – remember that later on, Peter not only denies Jesus, but deserts him! Rather, Peter is “rock” because of the insight of faith which God has communicated to him. Built on this “rock”, the Church will be a community that will survive attempts to destroy it and its members will not be confined to the dead, but rather resurrection awaits them.   The church which Jesus is establishing is for Israel and the Gentile world; for anyone who is willing to listen to His word, live it and believe in Him. Peter is given the keys not to close but to open and as first among the apostles, he has the responsibility to carry on Jesus’ mission of preaching and teaching the good news.   As we gather in our own communities of faith, Peter is our model as we continue the mission of Jesus in our time; saying in our own way and our own words, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                   David J Hore   CSsR                                                                                          


	SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 27 AUGUST 2023
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This weekend Sunday 27th August is called Social Justice Sunday. This year’s Social Justice Statement of the Australia Catholic Bishops is entitled: 
LISTEN, LEARN, LOVE: A New Engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 
The Statement was prepared in partnership with the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council. With the statement being published as the country prepares for the referendum on an Indigenous Voice to Parliament, the bishops encourage all Australians to seek out opportunities for dialogue with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to become informed about their hopes for the future. “Let’s come together in friendship and love” the statement says, “to show all that love can not only change individual lives, but that it can change society for the better.”

The bishops invite us, as Catholics, to begin a new engagement with the First Peoples to overcome injustice, an engagement grounded in love. This love is at the heart of Jesus’ message. This love is characterised by a commitment to encounter and dialogue, reciprocity, mutual accompaniment and a desire to put the other at the centre of our attention. In their statement the bishops do not tell us how to vote in the referendum, but they encourage us to inform ourselves about the issues through respectful dialogue, especially with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. The Bishops and NATSICC join together at the conclusion of the statement to call for us all to walk together in love on a journey of healing, whatever the outcome of the Voice referendum.

The bishops’ written statement can be found on

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/


	


HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

FEASTS
Monday  28 August: St Augustine, bishop, doctor

Tuesday 29 August: The Passion of St John the Baptist, martyr

FATHER’S DAY APPEAL SUNDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2023
Next Sunday 3rd September will be the annual parish appeal to contribute towards the Priests’ Retirement Foundation to help the Melbourne Archdiocese looking after the Sick and Retired priests. Let us care for those who cared. Thank you.
ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA

Martedi 29  Agosto Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am, Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am. 

MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 2 September at 5.30pm.

GO FORTH, THE MASS IS ENDED

Go from here as those who have found a faithfully strong foundation.
· We found strength as we were quiet and listened for God’s voice.
· We found strength as together we praised God’s name.
· We found strength as we heard God speak to us in scripture.
· We found strength as we stood for the downtrodden.
· We found strength as we felt the support of our friends in faith.
You will strengthen others as you go from here.
“We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us”.
LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
[image: image5.emf]A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com will be launched on 29th August. 

For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
