As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Ezekiel     18:25-28
The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness deserves to live.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Remember your mercies, O Lord.

	Ricordati, Signore, della tua misericordia.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Philippians  2:1-11
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they follow me.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Le mie pecore ascoltano la mia voce, dice il Signore, e io le conosco ed esse mi seguono.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   21:28-32
He went out moved by regret.  The tax collectors and prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom of God. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$289.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$280.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$240.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   01/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – N Ziino
B Nadenboush & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  R DiGuglielmo & R Pino
L Cavedon, A Sonza & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – B Clark-Loh
D Nguyen & J Iaria      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  08/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALATESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- L Calafiore & P Sparano
M & T Forte & R Alberti
10.30am- H Joy Lopez
L De Marco & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Fortunato CORRONE, 

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Charlie BONELLO, Emilia SFEROPOULOS, Antonio GROSSI, Gaspare SONZA, Mario FERRITO, 
Rommel MILANES, 
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                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 26th  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              1   October,   2023                                                                                                                           
	Pray that god will walk with us 
[image: image2.emf]
Many parents today could empathise with the father asking each of his two sons to work in their vineyard. It is not an unreasonable request. Presumably their livelihood relies on the income from the vineyard, and the father speaks not harshly but with affection, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.”   Jesus does not explain the motivation of the two sons, but the defiance of the first son in initially refusing to work in the vineyard would have hurt his father. Jesus does not say why the son then ‘thought better of it’ and went to work. Perhaps it was seeing the pain on his father’s face. The point for Jesus is that he changed his mind. 

The second son instantly agreed to his father’s request but then reneged. 

As St Matthew recounts, Jesus is telling this story in a contest with the chief priests and elders of the people who have challenged his authority to be teaching and acting as he does. So, he tells this story and asks them to decide who did the father’s will. Of course, they answered: the one who went to work in the vineyard. In words that must have shocked and outraged his opponents, Jesus declares: ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of God before you’. At that time, tax collectors collaborated with the oppressive Roman authorities and made money for themselves as well. They were socially despised and outside the Jewish law, like the prostitutes.   
Yet these despised people were among those who heard and believed the message of John the Baptist, ‘a pattern of true righteousness’, while the chief priests and elders, the very ones who should have been most alert to the message of John, refused to accept him. They were like the second son who said he would go to the vineyard, but then refused. Jesus is declaring that God’s loving embrace is available to everyone, especially those who feel most excluded, or who are ‘seekers’ drawn by some deep inner longing.   This incident of Jesus arguing with these religious leaders also carries a warning for us today. We too can be deaf to the unexpected call of God. Moreover, Jesus insists that responding to the father’s will is not just a matter of words, but of action. Actions speak louder than words.  So, we pray that God will truly walk with us, and help us live with insightful concern for others, especially as we are still dealing with COVID-19 and economic distress for many.   Let us also embrace the call of Pope Francis in his encyclical Laudato Si’ to play our part in protecting our planet and environment, while striving for a more just world with social and economic systems that serve everyone well.                                                           

                                                                                                                                           Burce Duncan CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                 


	FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH:
COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION
Between 4-29 October 465 Bishops, priests, religious and lay women and men will gather in Rome with Pope Francis for the Synod on Synodality. People from around the world gave their opinions regarding the many issues in the church that need attention. This happened during the two years of different gatherings around the world at a local, national and continental level as well as some individual presentations. A Synodal Church is a church that listens to the voices of her people, the people of God.  
Three priority issues for the synodal Church are: Communion, Participation, Mission
1. A Communion that radiates: How can we be more fully a sign and instrument of union with God and of the unity of all humanity?
2. Co-responsibility in Mission: How can we better share gifts and tasks in the service of the Gospel? 
3. Participation, governance and authority: What processes, structures and institutions in a missionary synodal Church?
Pope Francis said: ‘Without prayer there will be no Synod’. Ecumenical vigil prayers are held in Rome (and online) on Sat 30th September followed by general Eucharist celebrations and reflections during the three days before the start of the Synod. The General Secretary of the Synod, Cardinal Mario Grech, invites all people from around the world to participate in the Synod on Synodality through our prayers. ‘Indeed, the Cardinal said, “all are called in this moment to join ourselves to the communion of prayer and in the insistent invocation of the Holy Spirit so it may guide us in the discernment of what the Lord asks today of his church.’
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PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: 

Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. More information: www.synod.va



POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2023
[image: image4.jpg]


For people living on the margins

We pray for those persons living on the margins of society, in inhumane life conditions; may they not be overlooked by institutions 
and never considered of lesser importance.

________________________________________

Compassionate, loving God, every day we see and hear the misery and suffering of oppressed people. Too often, we do not allow ourselves to be your partner in their liberation. Call us. Empower us. Consecrate us. Send us. Amen.
MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 7 October at 5.30pm.
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

FEASTS
Monday 2nd  October – The Holy Guardian Angels
Wednesday 4th  October  – St Francis of Assisi
Saturday 7th  October – Our Lady of the Rosary
A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than WEDNESDAY.
Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del MERCOLEDI.
LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
  The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

  wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
