   As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Zephaniah     3:14-18
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.

	Canta ed esulta, perche’ grande in mezzo a te e’ il Santo d’Israele.



SECOND READING     Philippians    4:4-7
The Lord is near.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me: he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Lo spirito del Signore e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio.    Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Luke   3:10-18
What, then, must we do?.
.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$675.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$154.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$139.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  12/12/2021
SPECIAL MINISTERS


6.00pm (SAT) – 
 B Nadenbousch
E Saliba & N Ziino
9.00am (SUN) –  R Di Gulielmo & A Chiodo
L Cavedon, A Sonza & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – B Clark-Loh
P Nguyen & J Iaria
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  19/12/2021
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm- E Krygger
S Dakin & B Nadenbousch
9.00am- L Calafiore & P Sparano
A Chiodo, M Forte & T Forte
10.30am- V De Leo
B Blark-Loh & R Gatto
      



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Jackie FERRIE, John OSLAND, Joseph BAJADA (Gozo Malta), Assunta D’AMARIO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Michael BUTERA, Veneranda MINNITI
Elizabeth PHAM, Bishop Joe O’CONNELL, Bishop Joe GRECH, Dino MARZIALE, 

Carmine STORNELLI, Lucia NICASTRI, Elena MARKESICH, Domenico MARINO, 
Nenzi, Cesare & Salvatore, Famiglia VALMORBIDA,Famiglia CAVEDON, Agnese GRANDESSO, Elvira PIAZZA, Famiglia CAVION, Rudolf ISKRA, Emilio LAROSA, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
 3rd  Sunday of Advent    Year  C                                                                  12    December,   2021                                                                                                                           
	Dining at god’s table 
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I was surprised recently to hear one of my students describe Jesus as a "wowser" and Christianity as the world's foremost proponent of "wowserism". While I might be able to understand why a young person might express the latter sentiment (albeit unjustly), I find it difficult to see how anyone could accuse Jesus of being a "wowser".  In the popular imagination, the term “wowser” has become synonymous with “bible-basher” and “God botherer”. Religious devotees are often dismissed as wowsers because there is a popular perception that they are narrow-minded, forthright and censorious fanatics who disapprove of people partying and enjoying life. Something of the forthright “God botherer” is seen in the figure of John the Baptist in today’s Gospel warning that the coming of the Messiah will be like a “winnowing fan” on the “threshing floor” sorting the wheat from the chaff.   However, a counterpoint to these dire predictions of punishment in the “unquenchable flame” is found in the exhortation of Paul to the Philippians to “rejoice always” as the Lord’s return is near. Joy and exaltation at the coming of the Messiah is a feature of the reading from Isaiah as well, who proclaimed with delight that “the Holy One of Israel” is in our midst.   This party atmosphere is one that pervades much of the story of Jesus. The Gospels tell of many occasions when Jesus celebrated with friends and acquaintances at weddings, bar mitzvahs, sabbaths, and other Jewish religious festivals.  There were certainly times when Jesus could get angry and express moral outrage. In Matthew's well-known "sermon on the mount" Jesus calls for a higher standard in moral behaviour that goes beyond the mere observance of law. But Jesus also enjoyed life immensely. He was someone who rarely refused a dinner invitation.   Both Luke (7:24) and Matthew (11:19) record that Jesus’ opponents accused him of being a "drunkard and a glutton". Elsewhere Jesus is rebuked by John’s disciples for not insisting his disciples fast and do penance (Mk 2:18; Matt 9:14; Lk 5:33). Jesus' reply is telling. He equates his circle of disciples with guests at a wedding feast, and he goes on to suggest that through his ministry God is doing something "new", which requires his followers to rejoice and feast together around a common table.

Scholars argue that Jesus used the practice of table fellowship to signal the message that the world as he and his contemporaries knew it was at an end. A new era was dawning when God would reign upon earth and all the sinners, the poor, the marginalised and oppressed, and even the God botherers and bible bashers, would dine at God's table.   Jesus was no wowser. Even though he did call on people to live morally good lives, Jesus believed that no one was ultimately beyond redemption.  This message is the source of the joy that lays at the heart of the Christian story. All are welcome to the feast. The Holy One of Israel is in our midst, rejoice!
                                                                                                                                                            Ian Elmer


	WELCOME TO MASS

TO ENTER IN THE CHURCH: PEOPLE NEED TO BE FULLY VACCINATED

(VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RULES)

BENVENUTI ALLA MESSA

PER ENTRARE NELLA CHIESA DOVETE ESSERE DOPPIO VACCINATI

(LEGGE DEL GOVERNO DELLO STATO DI VICTORIA)



	THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  YEAR (C) 
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 “Sharing and helping those in need”
In this Sunday’s Gospel John answer the people’s question: What must we do? John’s answer was not centred on pious gestures or private devotions. According to the Baptist, to be saved, people need to respond to the ways of God by being what they should to their neighbour. John the Baptist invites us to be people who share with one another and who are generous with those in need. “If anyone has two tunics, must share with the one who has none, and the one with something to eat must do the same”. 




BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to Sienna  Cosentini child Richard and Stephanie,  and Sofia Lombardo child of Andrea and Franca who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV. 

CORONA VIRUS: GUIDELINES

As we gather for mass, we are still asked to observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus.

VACCINATION: To enter in church: people need to be fully vaccinated.
FACEMASKS: Please wear a facemask: It’s compulsory.
CONTACT DETAILS:  Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship. Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. 

Also Sanitise your Hands as you enter Church.   Please use the QRCode if you have the smart phone (mobile iphone) 

COLLECTION: To be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 
HOLY COMMUNION:  Holy Communion to be received only on the hand.  Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitiser bottles are provided at seats), and while approaching to the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meters distance.

Thanks to all those who are giving us a hand at this time for example: writing the names of attendees, preparing and cleaning after mass according to Covid-19 requirements. Thank you for your help. 

	CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY  TIME TABLE

All persons attending Church masses and functions, must be fully vaccinated and carry with them proof of their vaccination status.  Covid Check Marshal will be at the door.
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TUESDAY  21  DECEMBER  - 2021

7.00pm. General  Reconciliation Ceremony

FRIDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2021  CHRISTMAS EVE

Masses: 6.00pm & 8.00pm
PLEASE NOTE that due to Covid 19 concerns we will not have the Midnight Mass.
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SATURDAY  25  DECEMBER  - 2021   CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

SUNDAY 26  DECEMBER 2021  -  BOXING DAY FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Mass times as a normal Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

SATURDAY 1st    JANUARY -  2022  - NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Mass times:  10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English
SUNDAY  2nd  JANUARAY  2022  -  FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Mass times as normal Sunday: 9.00am (Italian) 10.30am (English)
Please note that Christmas Day & New Year’s Day fall on a Saturday.

Please remember that there will not be a Saturday 6.00pm Mass on Saturday 25th December 2021 and Saturday 1st January 2022.

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)

Tuesday (Martedi’)           21/12/2021        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)  22/12/2021        9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)           23/12/2021       9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)              24/12/2021        9.30am           


FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION

To give suggestions in preparation for the Synod of Bishops 2023 please visit: 

http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
