As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah   25:6-10
The Lord will prepare a feast and will wipe away the tears from every cheek.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
	Abitero’ per sempre nella casa del Signore.



SECOND READING     Philippians: 4:12-14, 19-20
I am able to do all things in him who strengthens me.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Il Padre del Signore nostro Gesu’ Cristo illumini gli occhi del nostro cuore per farci comprendere a quale speranza ci ha chiamati.    Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew  22:1-14
Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$749.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$355.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$409.00
 PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   15/10/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  D Pullicino & N Ziino
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  M Multari & A DiRico
M Piscioneri, M Forte, G Tempone & L Cavedon
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & A Valentini
A & R Gatto, A Filippone, C McMahon
                                                                                                S Rottura

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  22/10/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Krygger & G Canavan
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  P Sparano & L Cavedon

C Alberti, G Calvi, O Strangis & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & L De Marco
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                B Clark-Loh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       16/10/2017          F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                               23/10/2017         E Claridge & G Canvan
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
 Joan Magdalene LARKIN,
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES     Giovanna BUTERA, Rocco D’ASPROMONTE
Caterina ZAFFINO, Giuseppe PIRAINA, Carmel KENNAN, Carmela, Pasquale, Maria & Teresa CIMINI, Orsula BONACCI, Annetta PANE, Vicnenza IERARDO, Mario MACCIOCCA, Sandro PAOLUCCI, 
Mario EMPERATORE, Ercole DI RICO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   28th Sunday,  Year  A                                                                                15  October,   2017                                                      
	A gracious host
About 800 years before Christ walked among us, the prophet Isaiah looked ahead to a time of absolute peace, not only for Jews but for all people when God would prepare a glorious banquet.

The best food and drink would be served and there would be no more suffering and sorrow, and even death would be destroyed.  When the Jewish people were oppressed by their powerful enemies, Isaiah’s words encouraged them to look forward to a time of universal peace.  Jesus often spoke of the next life in terms of a banquet.  Here on earth, he loved to share a meal with people, especially the poor, the sinners and general outcasts.  Today, he is speaking of the most wonderful feast of all, his image of life after death in the presence of God.

We all received an invitation to this great feast when we were baptised.  That was the beginning.  God treats us with great courtesy; he respects our free will and never compels us to do anything.  But there are people who are not interested in his invitation and are caught up in their own world.  The next life means little to them.  The message for us is that to accept his invitation is not enough.  As we grow up, we learn from our parents, teachers and priests about God and his love for us, and how God expressed his love for us by giving as man and then dying at Calvary.  God promised that at the end of our human lives he would bring us to our new home in the next life.  We prepare for this banquet by returning God’s love.  Jesus told us how we are to love him.  If you love me, keep my commandments.  The two great commandments of love that sum up all the other are a love of God and a love of our neighbour.  Having invited us to be guests at the heavenly feast, Jesus doesn’t leave us to shun sin and fight against temptation by ourselves.  His love is so great that he is more anxious than we are for us to be prepared for his feast.  Before he ascended to his Father, he said, “Know that I am with you always.”  So, we are never alone, especially when we are tempted.

Jesus has given us the blessings of the Sacraments for all the important stages of life.  The summit of the Sacraments is the Eucharist.  This is the beginning of the heavenly banquet.  By sharing in the Body and Blood of Christ, we become one with him here on earth, as we hope to be one with him in the next life.  Let us consider the central image from the first reading.  That is of God, the gracious host, who hopes that everyone will attend his banquet.     

                                                                                                                                      Reg Ahearn CSsR


	A PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CATHOLICS OF AUSTRALIA
About the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2017
Written by Archbishop Hart and Bishops Bird, O’Regan and Tomlinson.
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, we recently wrote to you sharing our concern at the plan to introduce assisted suicide and euthanasia in Victoria. Since then, leaders of Christian Churches and other religions have united in publicly expressing their opposition to such laws. Indeed, the Australian Medical Association and the World Medical Association maintain that doctors should not be involved in either of these practices. In spite of this, the Victorian Government has now introduced a bill to the parliament that uses the euphemistic term “assisted dying”. We need to be clear: this law will change the criminal code to permit doctors and other health professionals to become actively and deliberately involved in the premature death of patients.
… At this critical moment, we ask the Catholics of Victoria to make their voices heard. Our democracy works best when its citizens speak up.
… While we support many of the positive recommendations recently made about improving end of life care and welcome a healthy discussion of death and dying, given the ethical and practical reasons why this bill will be harmful to all Victorians we cannot endorse it. We encourage you to earnestly pray, individually, in your families, parishes and associations, both for our politicians and that this bill does not become law. 
… For more information on this issue visit www.cam.org.au/euthanasia. Copies of the bishops’ letter are available in the Narthex and near the side door.


FEAST OF STELLA MARIS
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SUNDAY 15  OCTOBER:

2.30pm: High Mass:  Celebrated by Parish Priest Canon Manuel Bonello assisted by Rev Fr Denis Carabott MSSP.  The “Maltese Choir of Victoria” will participate during Mass.  All Associations are invited to take part by joining us in the church celebrations as well as during the procession carrying their banners.  

4.00pm:  The procession with the beautiful Statue of Stella Maris will commence.  The Maltese Own Band Philharmonic Society Inc and the Malta Gozo Concert Band will accompany the Statue around the streets of the Church.
6.00pm: After the procession everyone is welcome to come in the Hall where the two Maltese Bands will perform.  Afterwards there will be DJ Domenic to entertain us.

THERE WILL BE FOOD AND DRINK FOR SALE.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME.

THE COMMITTEE WISHES EVERYONE A GOOD TIME DURING THE FESTIVITIES.

MEMORIAL MASSES
Monday 16 October 7.30pm – Caterina Zaffino (1 mth) 
Tuesday 17 October 7.30pm – Giuseppe Piraina (1 mth)
Sunday 22 October 9.00am – Raffaele Nero (1yr)

Sunday 22 October 10.30am – Filomena Ciavarella (1yr)
COLUMBAN CALENDARS
The 2018 Columban Calendar is NOW available for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

	PARISH GATHERING ON POPE FRANCIS’ POST-SYNODAL APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY! “THE JOY OF LOVE” 
This gathering which was to be held last 14th June and was cancelled 
is now going to be held on 
Wednesday 1st November 2017 (All Saints Day)
The Guest Speaker will be our Auxiliary Bishop to the Northern Region 
            BISHOP TERRY CURTIN
Bishop Terry will give us a talk and lead us with a reflection on the topic:
‘POPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE ON FAMILY 
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Mass of All Saints in Church will be celebrated by Bishop Terry at 6.30pm
Then in the School Hall there will be a cuppa at 7.00pm 
Followed by Bishop Terry’s talk at 7.30pm
“THE JOY OF LOVE EXPERIENCED BY FAMILIES 
IS ALSO THE JOY OF THE CHURCH!”
Please keep the 1st November free and join us in this our special gathering.
ALL ARE WELCOME!


	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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The Rosary is a synthesis of the mysteries of Christ: we contemplate them with Mary, who allows us to see with her eyes of faith and love.
· When you experience bitterness, put your faith in all those who still work for good: in their humility lies the seed of a new world.
· God does not disappoint! He has placed hope in our hearts so that it can blossom and bear fruit.




FRANCIS SULLIVAN, TRUTH JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL: PUBLIC EVENT
Wednesday 18 October, 7pm St Mary’s, 204 Grimshaw Street, Greensborough
St Mary's is holding this event in support of Blue Knot Day.  Blue Knot Day is Blue Knot Foundation's national awareness day celebrated in October every year. On this day, all Australians are asked to unite in support of the 5 million Australian adult survivors of childhood trauma and abuse. At this presentation, Francis Sullivan, CEO of the Truth, Justice and Healing Council will speak. Here is your chance to hear from the person at the forefront of the Catholic Church's response to the Royal Commission.  Details: 9435 1543 or Greensborough@cam.org.au 
