As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah     45:1, 4-6
I have taken the hand of Cyrus to subdue nations before his countenance..
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Give the Lord glory and honour.

	Grande e’ il Signore e degno di ogni lode.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Thessalonians    1:1-5
We are mindul of your faith, hope, and love.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Risplendete come astri nel mondo, tenendo salda la parola di vita.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   22:15-21
Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar and to God the things that are God’s. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$696.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$308.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$293.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   22/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Saliba
T Nguyen & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
G Barbaro, M Sinopoli & F Pascuzzi
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco
B Clark-Loh & V De Leo      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  29/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- B Nadenbousch 
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am- T Forte & R Pino
M Piscioneri, R Alberti & G Calvi
10.30am- L Conte 
T Nguyen & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Sr Alice GLEESON PBVM, 

Bishop Robert CAMILLERI OFM (Franciscan Maltese Bishop of Comayagua, Honduras)

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Fr Joseph Yu, Rudolf ISKRA, Vincenzo, Domenica, Rocco & Famiglia LIUZZI, Lucy BONNICI,
Salvatore STRANGIS, Salvatrice ZOCCO, Elisa CERAVOLO, Fidelia  TOSSO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 29th  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              22    October,   2023                                                                                                                           
	Avoiding a tricky question
[image: image3.emf]
The gospels are full of great stories; and this Sunday’s extract is no exception. It all hinges on a “trick question”. The Pharisees and Herodians attempt to tempt Jesus into committing a political faux pas. 

The question they put to him – “is it lawful to pay the Census tax to Caesar or not?” – permits no “safe” answer. If Jesus answers “Yes, you should pay the tax,” he could be condemned as a collaborator with the hated Roman occupation. If, however, he advocated that people avoid the tax, he could be denounced as anti-Roman.   Tax revolts against Rome were common. A large-scale one had taken place during Jesus’ boyhood and had been crushed with typical Roman brutality.   Ironically, the Pharisees were not normally known for their cooperation with either the imperial authorities or their aristocratic collaborators. Yet they joined forces with the supporters of Herod against Jesus.   Jesus evades the question by posing his own riddle. He asks to see the coin that was used to pay the tax; most likely, the silver denarius of Tiberius. The denarius bears an idolatrous image of the Emperor Tiberius with the confronting inscription ‘Tiberius Caesar, son of the Divine Augustus.’   The coin related to the pagan imperial cult in the East Empire and represented an affront to Jewish religious and political sensibilities. The ancient Jewish historian, Josephus proudly proclaimed that the Jewish citizens of Jerusalem preferred death to allowing Caesar’s image to enter Jerusalem on standards (Antiquities of the Jews, 18.59). Yet Jesus finds some of Jerusalem’s most respected citizens had the idolatrous images of Caesar.   Jesus asks, “Whose image is this and whose inscription?” When his opponents reply, “Caesar’s,” Jesus tells them to “repay to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what belongs to God.”   By asking his interlocutors to produce the coin, Jesus forces them to admit that they kept such idolatrous objects on their person. Jesus is not advocating what today we would call “the separation of Church and State.” Rather, Jesus is suggesting that Caesar’s regime was a blasphemous nonsense, which God would one day overthrow and replace with a new kingdom.   Jesus’ words remind us of those of an earlier Jewish revolutionary, Mattathias, who told his sons “Pay back to the Gentiles what is due to them and keep the law’s commands” (1 Mc 2:68). Neither Jesus nor Mattathias were talking about money, but about personal integrity and fidelity.    The lesson here is that we shouldn’t allow ourselves to be tricked into thinking that any political party or regime can bring about justice and peace. A truly just society is one aligned to God which we have yet to achieve. So, until the kingdom comes, we are called to engage in the social and political realms as critics and agents for change, champions of justice and seekers for peace.       

                                                                                                                                   Ian J Elmer                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2023 “FOR THE SYNOD”

“A Church with this synodal style is one that listens, aware that listening is more than just hearing,” said Pope Francis, “It means listening to each other in our diversity and opening doors to those outside the Church. It’s not about gathering opinions, nor holding a parliament. The synod isn’t a survey; it’s about listening to the protagonist, the Holy Spirit. It’s about praying. Without prayer, there will be no Synod”. 

----------------------
PRAYER “We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the world”
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. More information: www.synod.va



WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 22 OCTOBER 2023
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Hearts on Fire, Feet on the Move, is the reflective theme chosen by Pope Francis for this year’s World Mission Sunday. We are invited to help the missions this Sunday especially in places like Timor Leste where Salesian Sr Carolina is guiding her community toward Good Health at the Maria Auxiliadora Clinic. Since its establishment, the clinic has provided life‑saving treatment for many in need, who became severely malnourished at 8 months old. But, with an increase in the demand for treatment, the sisters’ resources can only carry them so far. Please, give generously today to help continue this life-giving program by using the appeal envelope, or going online at catholicmission.org.au/timor. Your gift will also help many other similar Church-run mission programs around the world. Mission envlopes are available on the seats and there will a special leaving collection.
COLUMBAN CALENDARS

Columban Calendars  2024 on sale at $10each.

FEAST
Saturday 28th October – Sts Simon and Jude, apostles

FEAST OF OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA (STELLA MARIS)
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The Maltese Community, Stella Maris Association will celebrate the feast of Stella Maris in St. Joseph the Worker Church North Reservoir on Sunday 22nd October 2023.  

SUNDAY 22nd October 2023 at 2.30pm: High Mass starts.  It will be celebrated by Parish Priest Canon Manuel Bonello, Rev. Fr. Frank Buhagiar and Rev. Fr. Lonnie Borg, assisted by Desmond Calleja and Stella Maris Choir.  All Associations are invited to take part by joining us in the church celebrations as well as during the procession carrying their banners.  4.00pm The procession with the beautiful Statue of Stella Maris will commence.  The MMG concert band of Vic. will accompany the statue around the streets of the Church.  6.00pm.  After the procession everyone is welcome to come in the hall where the MMG concert band of Vic. will perform.  Afterwards there will be DJ Domenic to entertain us.  
	FESTA SAN ROCCO PATRONO D’ACQUARO 

Celebrazione e Festeggiamento di San Rocco Patrono D’Acquaro V.V.  Domenica 29 Ottobre 2023 nella Sala del Club di San Giuseppe Lavoratore 79 Wilson Blvd, Reservoir North
Ore 1.00pm  - Santa Messa celebrate da Padre Emmanuel Bonello

Ore 2.00pm  - Processione accompagnata dall Banda Malta Gozo Concert Band

Ore 3.00pm  - Divertimenti Folcoristico con il “Ross Sganga

Ore 3.30pm  - Asta e’ Lotteria

Ore 4.00pm  - Ripresa di Musica, Canti e Balli    (Fine a tarda sera)

Per Informazione telefonare a:  

Sam Zangari  9465 5782, Rocco Sorleto 9465 0083, Domenico Puglia 9387 2641

	


HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICE
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.
MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website 2023For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
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Catholic Theological College
Online Information Session for 2024
Monday 30 October at 7.30pm (AEDT)
Register via our website: ctc.edu.au/information-session
For more information contact: 
Dr Maureen Saclot ctc.edu.au/contact/contact-the-registrar/


  The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

  wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
