As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus   15:15-20
He never commanded anyone to be godless.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

	Beato chi cammina nella legge del Signore.



SECOND READING     Corinthians  2:6-10
God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Ti rendo lode, Padre, Signore del cielo e della terra, perche’ ai piccoli hai rivelato i misteri del Regno.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew   5:17-27
Such was said to your ancestors; but I am speaking to you.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$445.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$486.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$307.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  16/02/2020
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –N Ziino & D Pullicino
P Nguyen & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  F Pascuzzi & L Calafiore
M Piscioneri, M Forte, R Alberti & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo & L Conte
S Dakin, L De Marco, A Filippone & R Iuele
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  23/02/2020
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
B Nadenbousch & E Krygger
N Ziino & S Dakin
9.00am (SUN) – R Pino & M Crupi
G Calvi, O Strangis, L Calafiore & G Tempone
10.30am (SUN) – Sr Estelita & J Iaria
P Nguyen, V De Leo, M Mizzi & G Caruana
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS      17/02/2020      F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                             02/03/2020      E Claridge 



                                                                                YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Doris MERSCHEN
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES Pietro CUTUGNO, Lucia AMORE
Lorry BUTTIGIEG, Marinton, Pawlu & Carmena VELLA, Rosie PAPARGERIS,
Mary MERCIECA, Giuseppe, Lucia & Famiglia BUSCEMA, Giuseppe, Concetta & Famiglia CRIVERA,
Teresa CUGNETTO, Johnny FORTE, Famiglia SACCUZZO, Giovanna & Angelina GUADARE, 

Gelsomina, Marco & Giovanni VECCHIO, Francesca ANNETTA, Antonio & Beniamino PASCUZZI

Tonino NAPOLITANO, Stella CANNIZZARO
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                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
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                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   6th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year   A                                                    16   February,   2020                                                  
	THE HEART OF THE MATTER
Over the next few weeks we will continue to listen to the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel.  Today we hear of four (of six) examples of ‘surpassing righteousness’ which emerge out of the beatitudes and the images of salt and light we’ve heard over the past two weeks.  Righteousness is a quality of God, as the beatitudes remind us.

All six bear upon right relationship between people, and what we’re offered here, Jesus says, is meant to fulfil, or complete the law, not abolish it.  A clue to the gospel’s meaning is in the second paragraph where Jesus says, ‘you will never get into the kingdom’ if you think it’s a matter of simply conforming to an agreed set of rules.  Jesus is concerned with a change of heart, a new way of life that is centred on God.

So, we’re not just opposed to murder, but to the anger that lies at the heart of it, as the recent stories of angry, murderous young men reveal.  Jesus urges us to deal with it decisively, because if left to fester it will bring us undone.  Leave your offering at the altar and go and be reconciled with your brother and sister.  It’s not only our anger, but theirs too we’re concerned with.

Similarly, when it comes to adultery, we must deal with whatever stokes our desire.  There have been enough disturbing stories of people addicted to what’s on their smartphones for us to realise that we might need to act.  That’s what Jesus is getting at when he says chop it off, pluck it out.

With divorce, it’s not enough for a man to say, legally I’m allowed to do this – except in the case of infidelity – says Jesus, but there’s more to it than that.  Jesus isn’t on about legalities – though we may turn it into this.  Instead he proposes a ‘vision of marriage’.  Where a man and a woman pledge themselves to each other.

Finally, we know how prone we are to equivocating in our daily lives.  Indeed, with the influence of social media and the 24-hour news cycle these days, we’re said to live in a ‘post-truth’ age and no amount of swearing on the bible will counteract this.  What does Jesus say?  We have to learn to trust one another, otherwise no relationship, no truth.

The gospel is about the heart of the matter.  We’re not to be distracted by a literal reading, for its dramatic language, meant to stop us in our tracks, reveals ‘the hidden wisdom of God’, as Paul says in the second reading, given to us ‘for our glory’.

                                                                                                                     Damien Coleridge


CATHOLICCARE BUSHFIRE RECOVERY APPEAL

The 2020 bushfires that raged across Eastern Victoria have claimed over one million hectares of  land and decimated the wildlife population.  Thousands of families have been affected; many have lost their homes and their livelihoods.  Tragically, five individuals have lost their lives.  The impact of these fires will be felt by the affected communities long after the smoke and ash has settled.

In partnership with the Archdiocese of Melbourne and the Diocese of Sale, CatholicCare aims to reinstate Bushfire Community Recovery Service to help the children, youth and families of East Gippsland to rebuild their lives.  This service will support families and communities for three years.  Our parish will be accepting your donations this weekend for this project; to help to rebuild the communities – a strong and resilient community.  Please give generously to bring hope and healing back to these devastated communities.

Envelopes are available in the seats of the church.  There will be a Special leaving Collection at the doors of the church.
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Gianni Sciarra child of Gabriel and Simone, Oliver Li Rosi child of Luke and Ranee, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FEAST
Saturday  22 February – The Chair of St Peter, apostle
FUNERAL

Rosary for Doris Merschen will be recited on Tuesday 18 February at 12.30pm followed by Funeral Mass.

MEMORIAL MASS
Thursday 20 February 7.30pm – Maria Amerena (1mth) 

FR BILL EDEBOHLS & HARVEST INVITE YOU: LIFE IN BETHLEHEM 
Sunday 23 February, 6pm | The Cunningham Centre, 53 Stanley St, Ivanhoe (opposite St. Bernadette’s School) Come and hear Brother Peter Bray, Vice Chancellor and CEO of Bethlehem University speak about life in Bethlehem. “The challenges and opportunities in education around the globe are certainly great – and in Bethlehem likewise. A land steeped in spirituality and made holy by the very birth and life of Jesus Christ it is all too often ravaged by injustice, war, violence and political instability “Further details and registrations: (03) 9499 1515 | ivanhoe@cam.org.au
CHARITY FILM EVENING: MISS FISHER AND THE CRYPT OF TEARS 

Thursday 27 February, 7pm | Lido Cinemas, 675 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn Hosted by the Friends of Romania and the Philippines, the proceeds will support the continuing work of the FCJ Sisters including 47 scholarships in Romania and the Philippines. Refreshments will follow the film screening. Cost: $25 Further details and registrations: Julie Chamberlin 9853 6527, Rose-Mary Cassin 0407 514 639
RISE 2020: HOME AWAITS YOUTH FESTIVAL 

Saturday 21 March, 10am – 6pm | Emmaus Catholic College, 503 Springvale Rd, Vermont South Rise is a one-day event for young people aged from Year 7 to 25 years to discover and deepen their relationship in Christ and to celebrate their Catholic faith. With a festival-like atmosphere, Rise includes opportunities for young people to experience the Catholic faith through plenary sessions, the arts, live music, prayer, social activities, and workshops on a variety of topics. With special guests: Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli, Bishop Mark Edwards, Fr Rob Galea, Justine Cumbo, J. Sano and Gary Pinto.   Cost: $20 pp (early bird), $30 pp.  Further details and registrations: www.risemelbourne.com
	


	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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· The Lord, who is the first to care for us, teaches us to care for our brothers and sisters and the environment which he daily gives us. This is the first ecology that that we need.
· I entrust to the Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, all those who carry the burden of illness, along with their families and healthcare providers. I warmly assure everyone of my closeness in prayer.
· "Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted" (Mt 5:4). Wise and blessed is the person who welcomes the pain that comes with love, because they will receive the consolation of the Holy Spirit,who is God's tenderness who forgives and corrects.
· Jesus Christ offers His mercy to those who endure distress due to situations of frailty, suffering, and weakness. He invites everyone to share in His life in order to experience tender love.



ST MONICA’S COLLEGE, EPPING INVITES YOU TO INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY BREAKFAST
Friday 6 March 2020    7.00am  - 8.30am  -  The Gateway Room, Dalton Road Campus.  

Tickets $25 per person

$5 FROM EACH TICKET SOLD WILL BE DONATED TO THE CANCER COUNCIL OF VICTORIA

Please RSVP to Glenda Hay on 9401 6539 by Friday 21 February, 2020

LIVE-IN WEEKEND RETREAT WITH FR JOHN CORRIGAN AND FR NATHAN RAWLINS 
FRIDAY 27–29 MARCH | PALLOTTI COLLEGE, MILLGROVE 
This semi-silent retreat is organised by the Legion of Mary, Melbourne Senatus and is open to everyone. Retreat program consists of Tessera prayers, Holy Mass, chanting of the Divine Office, Meditations (talks), Silent time, Adoration, Confessions. 
Cost: $200 includes 2 nights’ accommodation and all meals. 

Further details and registrations: Caroline Fernandez on 0423 838 756 or smtcsf@gmail.com
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
Invest in your most precious asset......Your Marriage!
Married couples, come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your relationship and how to keep your love growing!
The weekend is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome.
Next weekend is on   17–19 April 2020 in Melbourne

Other weekends on 17-19 July and 13-15 November 2020

Starts 7.00pm on Friday.   Ends 5.00pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals provided.
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au  Website: wwme.org.au
