As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Genesis      9:8-15
I will recall the covenant between myself and you…the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep your covenant.

	Tutti i sentieri del Signore sono amore e fedelta’.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    St Peter     3:18-22
The water of the flood is a type of the baptism which saves you now.
.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from sthe mouth of God.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!


	Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!.  

Non di solo pane vivra’ l’uomo, ma di ogni parola che esce dalla bocca di Dio.  
Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!.
  


GOSPEL  Mark   1:12-15
He was tempted by Satan, and the angels looked after him.  
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$414.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$202.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$211.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   18/02/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – D Pullicino
T Nguyen & B Nadenbousch
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte
T Nguyen & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  25/02/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & E Saliba
9.00am- R DiGugliemo & P Sparano
M & T Forte & M Piscioneri
10.30am- R Covello
D Nguyen & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Fr Angelo BARTOLO (Gozo, Malta), Vincenzo D’ANIELLO, Sr Grace CINI, Lina FARRUGIA
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Loreto BUTTIGIEG, Fr Gavan FITZPATRICK, Fr Barry GWILLIM, Salvatore PASTURA, 
Maria MOLINARO, Tulio FANTIN, Lina VESCIO, Mary MERCIECA, Felice TARANTO,
Laura & Pasquale MARIANI, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Mario & Iolanda DI VINCENZO 
Giuseppe DIMASI, Alfonzina AMORE
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm

  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment   
 1st  Sunday of Lent    Year  B                                                                    18   February,   2024                                                                                                                           
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LET THIS BE A DIFFERENT LENT
Mark wrote his gospel for persecuted Christians living in Rome. These early believers lived in fear of being thrown to the wild beasts in the public square; their cruel and agonising deaths a source of grotesque ‘entertainment’ for Rome’s citizens! 

Interestingly, today’s gospel situates Jesus with wild beasts in the wilderness, where Mark says that he was tempted by Satan. The word satan in Hebrew means an opponent, and in the Old Testament, it typically referred to human opponents. In time, the word also came to be understood as a kind of ‘public prosecutor’, someone who accused people before God. 

Eventually, it came to mean God’s adversary; a demonic spirit opposed to God. So, in the New Testament, Satan was seen as the powerful spirit of evil, engaged in a great tussle against God. By Jesus entering the wilderness, he ‘took on’ Satan on his home ground; an encounter which Jesus clearly won!   But when Jesus leaves the wilderness of temptation, we know it’s an experience that he will encounter again and again at various stages throughout his public life and ministry, including those last hours in the garden and on the Cross.    For example, recall when Jesus tells Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.” So, in his preaching, Jesus, who is the way to God, urged his followers to see that the time had come for them to embrace God’s way, to allow God to guide and direct their lives and to allow the Good News to illuminate their minds, hearts and actions. But for that to happen, they need to repent and believe.   For us, too, temptations and evil are part of our lives. Selfishness, greed, dishonesty, jealousy, revenge, resentment, control and power constantly surround and seduce us. But the true value, worth and beauty of life, comes with building and fostering a loving and just society, founded on Jesus the Way to God, and his Good News of truth, integrity, love, compassion, freedom and peace.   That’s why we need this purifying period of Lent every year. If, in recent years, we let it pass us by largely unnoticed, let this year be different. Let it be a time to review our lives, reflect upon our thoughts, words and deeds, and concentrate our efforts more fully on the things of God, and to repent and believe.   At the beginning of Lent, the Church always takes us into the wilderness with Jesus, to confront the powers that are contrary to the gospel. The good news is that we face this lifelong task under the guidance, strength and inspiration of the Holy Spirit and with the powerful nourishment of the Eucharist, and together with the support and encouragement of our fellow pilgrims of faith gathered here with us today.                                                                              
                                                                                                        David J Hore CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                        


	LENT 2024 -THROUGH THE DESERT GOD LEADS US TO FREEDOM
In his Lenten message 2024 Pope Francis tells us: "The Church’s synodal form, which in these years we are rediscovering and cultivating, suggests that Lent is also a time of communitarian decisions, of decisions, small and large, that are countercurrent. Decisions capable of altering the daily lives of individuals and entire neighbourhoods, such as the ways we acquire goods, care for creation, and strive to include those who go unseen or are looked down upon. I invite every Christian community to do just this: to offer its members moments set aside to rethink their lifestyles, times to examine their presence in society and the contribution they make to its betterment". 


	POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2024
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“FOR THE TERMINALLY ILL”

Pope Francis' monthly prayer intention this February is for the terminally ill and their families. Pope Francis explains clearly that even when little chance for a cure exists, “every sick person has the right to medical, psychological, spiritual and human assistance.” “Healing," he acknowledges, "is not always possible, but we can always care for the sick person, caress them.”

PRAYER: We pray that those with a terminal illness, and their families, receive the necessary physical and spiritual care and accompaniment.



VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS
Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) after the 9.10am morning mass.
FEAST
Thursday 22 February – The Chair of Saint Peter, apostle
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.
	PROJECT COMPASSION

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT CARITAS AUSTRALIA
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This year, Project Compassion brings you the stories of three resilient women from three different corners of the world. They are facing vastly different challenges, but are all united by one dream: to create a better tomorrow for all future generations. ​
Meet Ronita from the Philippines. Ronita is a mother of two young boys living in a slum in Quezon City. She went back to school to finish her education so that she could earn income to support her children. 
Meet Leaia from Samoa. Not having access to a reliable source of clean water was very difficult for Leaia and her family. But, with the support of Caritas Australia, a water tank was installed at their home, improving their health and living conditions. Meet Memory from Malawi. Memory, the eldest daughter from a rural Malawian family, trained to become a carpenter and is now a trailblazer for future generations of women in her village.  Throughout Project Compassion, you will get to know the stories of Ronita, Leaia and Memory. Journey with them as they forge a path to a brighter future for all generations. You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes available in the church, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.



MASS ON C31 (d.44)
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.

