As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Wisdom      6:12-16
Wisdom is found by those who look for it.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

	Ha sete di te, Signore, l’anima mia.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Thessalonians    4:13-18
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Vegliate e tenetevi pronti, perche’, nell’ora che non immaginate, viene il Figlio dell’uomo.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   25: 1-13 
Look, the bridegroom comes.  Go out to meet him. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$341.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$251.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$314.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   12/11/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Krygger
B Nadenbousch & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria
L De Marco & M Mizzi   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  19/11/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- N Ziino

E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am- R DiGuglielmo & P Sparano
M & T Forte & M Piscioneri
10.30am- B Clark - Loh
G Caruana & S Rottura
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Carmela CORBO, Vince TRUDA (d. Rec. brother-in-law of Rosanna Truda), 

Maria DI GIOVANNI (d. Rec. Italy – Sorella di Lucia Catena),  Marcel ABELA, Elisa TAOUK, Valerio CALBONARI

 
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Bishop Nicholas CAUCHI, Anglu ATTARD,
John PASCUZZI, Salvatrice ZOCCO, Angela TRAPANI, Guido TRAPANI, Vincenza PINNUTO, Michele PINNUTO Susan DEPETRO, Famiglia INZITARI, Famiglia GALATI, 

Famiglia DIGUGLIELMO, Famiglia PICCONE,  Famiglia ALBERTI, Famiglia RISOLI, 
Daniel DI CESARE,  Giovanna & Famiglia CONTE, 

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 32nd   Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              12    November,   2023                                                                                                                           
	BE AWAKE AND PREPARED
In biblical times, people wed at a young age with marriages arranged by the fathers of the couple. The betrothal took place in early youth and was a legal marriage, although the woman remained in her father’s house.   The wedding took place at a later stage when the bridegroom would come at a pre-arranged time to the parental home of the bride, and the betrothed woman, accompanied by a colourful procession went to the house of the groom where a feast would be held for all. 

Jesus uses this scenario in a parable about the kingdom which he both proclaimed and inaugurated in word and deed. The ten bridesmaids awaiting the coming of Christ in glory at the end of time. The kingdom is among us but what is our approach to the second coming of Christ? Are we enthusiastically living a life of faith and bearing witness to our belief by incarnating the values of Jesus.   Do we, like some in the Thessalonian community, passively await the coming of the fullness of God’s kingdom. Mindful of the brokenness evident in our world do we merely cling to the hope that things can change for the better? 

All the bridesmaids in the parable fall asleep, but wake at the coming of the bridal party. However, there is a degree of consternation as only half have thought to provide themselves with extra oil. The oil symbolises our willingness to invest daily in deepening our relationship with the Lord and serving the community.   We cannot expect to drift gently into eternal salvation. We must realise the necessity and urgency of witnessing and living the gospel, and of being spiritually and morally awake all the days of our lives.   Like the bridesmaids, it is time for each of to take stock of our personal situation as well as the situation of our community and our society. Perhaps there is a need to undertake a renewal of our lives. How do we do this? Perhaps it is through a renewed commitment to prayer. Perhaps it is by taking steps to enhance out biblical and theological literacy. Perhaps it is through a commitment to become more engaged in the life of our parish community. Perhaps it is by an undertaking to grow our relational skills in the service of our family. Perhaps it is by choosing to join a group who work with those on the margins of our society providing them with food, shelter, and the necessities of life. 

There are many ways of growing our commitment to make a difference in the lives of those we love, to contribute more to our community and to renew our spiritual life. This commitment requires us to take stock of our lives, to reflect on the vision of the ‘kingdom of God’, and to actively and strategically plan how we will change so that the door to the heavenly banquet will be open for us. 
                                                                                                                            Michael A Kelly  CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


	POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION 

FOR NOVEMBER 2023  “FOR THE POPE”
Let us pray for the Pope, so that in the exercise of his mission, he may continue to accompany in the faith the flock entrusted to him by Jesus, always with the help of the Holy Spirit.

With this prayer intention, Pope Francis made an invitation by saying: “Pray to the Lord that he will bless me. Your prayer gives me strength and helps me to discern and to accompany the Church, listening to the Holy Spirit. The fact that someone is Pope doesn't mean they lose their humanity. On the contrary, my humanity grows each day with God's holy and faithful people. Being pope is also a process. The person becomes aware of what it means to be a pastor. And in this process, he learns how to be more charitable, more merciful, and, above all, more patient, like God our Father, who is so patient.”

PRISON SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2023
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Prison Sunday was commenced in 2016, during the Year of Mercy, as an initiative of Pope Francis to observe the Jubilee for Prisoners. “We need to nourish the roots of our hope…,” said the Pope. Each year in November, the Catholic Church of Australia marks Prison Sunday, bringing attention to the plight of prisoners and highlighting the important work that prison chaplains undertake.

A Prayer for Those in Prison Ministry: God of all life, Your Son called us to be compassionate, just as You are compassionate. And so, we pray: For our generous Earth, who, even when mistreated, continues to nourish and sustain us. May we grow in mutual care for our suffering peoples, who, even when facing injustices, teach us resilience and hope. May we grow in mutual care for each one of us, who, in times of vulnerability, draws on divine love and strength. May we grow in mutual care for our prison ministries, which, in times of change, find new ways of reaching out and in. May we grow in mutual care and may we be blessed and inspired as we hear these words anew: “For you had compassion for those who were in prison.” In the name of Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, Amen.




HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
BAPTISM

Congratulations to Billy & Charlie Xuereb children of Joel and Lauren, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FEASTS
Thursday 16 November -  St Margaret of Scotland
 Friday 17 November - St Elizabeth of Hungary
A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than WEDNESDAY.
Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del MERCOLEDI.
NIGHT OF EVANGELIZATION WITH RON HUNTLEY - INTENTIONAL PARISH RENEWAL 

St Luke’s Parish, 1A David St, Lalor, invites you to a please join us in the St Luke’s church on Wednesday, 15th November at 7.00pm for this FREE event!

Be inspired by this world-renowned speaker and author on his mission to help create fruitful parishes around the world. 

For further information, please contact St Luke’s Parish, (03)94652180, lalor@cam.org.au
NIGHT OF WITNESS
Night of the Witnesses is an evening of testimony, prayer, song, adoration and reflection to honour the witness of modern-day Christian martyrs and to stand in solidarity with Christians around the world who are suffering persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ. With its origins at Notre Dame and Sacre Coeur Cathedrals in Paris over 15 years ago, Night of the Witnesses is now a regular feature in cities around the world including Madrid, London, Washington D.C. and Krakow. Last year it was hosted in Canberra and this year we look forward to hosting it at 

St Patrick's Cathedral in Melbourne, 1 Cathedral Place, East Melbourne on Wednesday 22 November 2023 7.00pm–8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.

The evening will be presided by Archbishop Peter A Comensoli, with special guest speakers:

· His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph Absi of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, Patriarch of Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem and all the East

· Mr Xavier Bisits, ACN Head of Projects, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt

· Sr Majella Dogonyaro OP, Dominican Sister, Northern Nigeria.

Remembering the persecuted Church through the witness of modern-day Christian martyrs gives us an opportunity to reflect on the strength of our own Christian witness and perhaps to ask the Lord for the grace and courage to be His bright light in a world so desperate for hope. For more information visit www.aidtochurch.org/notw or call 1800 101 201.

The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
