As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiahl      63:16-17; 64:1,3-8
Oh, that you would tear the heavens apart and come down.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved.

	Signore fa’ splendere il tuo volto e noi saremo salvi.                                                                                                                   


	
	


SECOND READING    Corinthians    1:3-9
The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation..   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Mark    13:33-37
Stay awake!  You never know when the Lord will come. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$445.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$244.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$230.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   03/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & G Barbaro
M Sinopoli, P Leggiero & L Cavedon
10.30am (SUN) – H Joy-Lopez
T Nguyen & M Mizzi  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  10/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba 
N Ziino & D Nguyen
9.00am- G Calvi & F Multari
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am- V De Leo
D Nguyen & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Fr Gerard DOWLING, Ylenia USELI, Giuseppina TARANTO, Santo LEDDA, 
Antonio LEGGIERI, Iolanda CIMAROSTI, Ron STOBAUS

 
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Fr Justin WOODFORD, Francesco MULTARI, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 First Sunday of Advent     Year  B                                                          3   December,   2023                                                                                                                           
	[image: image2.jpg]



ARE WE PREPARED? 
When travelling, especially overseas, many people spend a good amount of time in preparation. There may be a trip to the doctor, dentist, pharmacy, the supermarket and even the hairdresser. Calls to insurance companies regarding travel and medical cover, requests to neighbours and family members to keep an eye on the house, the dog, the cat ... the list goes on. 

Much of the preparation goes into ensuring that when we do leave, there is peace of mind knowing that everything possible has been done. There could also be a last-minute momentary panic. Just as the plane is about to take off, or when the ship is about to leave port, a thought may cross your mind; has the kitchen light been left on? 
We hear this in today’s gospel. Mark is encouraging his faith community to continue living their lives as best they can in preparation for the second coming of Christ. When Jesus ascended into heaven after Good Friday and Easter Sunday, a lot of the early disciples and followers were left with the impression that Jesus would come back sooner rather than later to usher in a new era of God’s Kingdom. 

Hence, there was a lot of urgency in the early writings of the early faith communities to encourage one another not to lose faith, not to fall by the wayside and to continue to live their lives in accordance with the teachings of Christ. In other words, to maintain their faith and peace of mind. 

For us in the 21st century and reading the words of the gospel, the circumstances of our faith and our journey maybe somewhat different from those early communities in Mark’s time. However, the overarching message of being ready and prepared remains the same. 

Advent is a ‘reminder’ time to do our best each day to follow in the footsteps of Christ and loving God and loving our neighbour. To take the journey of the path less travelled. To go against the grain of a world that promotes greed, power, and a focus on the self over others. To have hearts that are open to the mystery of God in our lives, in the lives of others and in the wider world, despite all the uncertainties, doubts, anxieties and even fears around us. 

Advent is when we begin to prepare for what is to come: When we plant our faith firmly in God’s truth so we can better face up to the delays, the unexpected side trips and dark pathways that our lives can unexpectedly take.  And that truth is that God so loved the world that God gave his only Son to be born as one of us.   So let us stay awake and be witnesses to the wonder of God’s love that is continuously at work around us as it was then, as it is now, and as it will be for all time.

                                                                                                                                    Mark Chia  CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


	POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 2023  

[image: image3.jpg]



“FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES”
“Let us pray that people with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society and that institutions offer inclusion programs that value and enhance their active participation.




INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 3 DEC 2023

The Pope’s prayer intention for this month reminds us of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. In his message Pope Francis said: “This magisterium of fragility is a charism by which you – dear sisters and brothers with disabilities – can enrich the Church. Your presence “may help transform the actual situations in which we live, making them more human and more welcoming. Without vulnerability, without limits, without obstacles to overcome, there would be no true humanity”. For this reason, I am pleased that the synodal journey is proving a favourable occasion to listen at last to your voices, and that an echo of your participation can be found in the preparatory document for the continental stage of the Synod. There we read that: “Numerous reports point to the lack of appropriate structures and ways of accompanying persons with disabilities, and call for new ways of welcoming their contribution and promoting their participation”. The pope explained that we are all one with Jesus at the Centre, where each person brings his or her own gifts and limitations. In his message the Pope made a special mention of the sufferings of all those women and men with disabilities who live in the midst of war, or have been themselves disabled as a result of warfare, who need to be given special attention and their access to humanitarian aid facilitated in every possible way. At the conclusion of his message Pope Francis showed thanks for the initiatives taking place on this International Day of Persons with Disabilities, and promised his support of prayers and blessings. 
	ADVENT 23

COME LORD JESUS YOU ARE OUR HOPE AS WE WALK TOGETHER IN FAITH

These are the reflective words to be put on a purple banner in the church as we start the Season of ADVENT. The word Advent means arrival or coming and it refers to the coming of Christ. The first Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of the Church’s liturgical year. This is Year B of the liturgical calendar, during which the Tha Gospel readings at Sunday masses will be mostly from the Gospel of St Mark. The words on the Advent Banner are a reminder of the Synod on Synodality assembly in Rome that was held in October and which encouraged very much the walking together as Baptised faithful people. We have Mary’s company and her Son Jesus our only Hope. As we walk together in faith THE ADVENT WREATH, symbol of God’s light invites each of us to patiently live out the values of: 

1. HOPE (First Sunday of Advent – Prophets’ Candle); 

2. FAITH and PREPARATION (Second Sunday of Advent – Bethlehem Candle); 

3. JOY (Third Sunday of Advent – Shepherds’ Candle) 

4. PEACE and LOVE (Fourth Sunday of Advent – Angels’ Candle).

As we walk in God’s light during Advent let us acknowledge Christ’s coming into our everyday life and being with us in our moments of sorrows and joy. 



BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Billie Arnell child of David and Christine, Hudson Mifsud child of Clinton and Annie-Rose, and Christian Rodriguez child of David and Masrelia who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
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CUPPA
There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass this weekend..  It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

FEASTS
   Thursday  7  December -  St Ambrose, bishop,doctor
    Friday 8 December – The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN  MARY

PASTORELLE SISTERS -  THANK YOU TO ITALIAN LADIES GROUP

We the Sisters of Jesus Good Shepherd “Pastorelle” the Philippine-Australian-Saipan-Taiwan Province express our heartfelt gratitutde to the Italian Ladies Group for your donation of $600, sent last August 2023, and $500 sent this November 2023 for the poor children.  Pastorelle Sisters , will organize a feeding program for 50 poor children in Imus, Cavite in December 2023.  There will be a short catechesis on the basic Catholic prayer, then a prepared meal of fried chicken and spaghetti will be distributed to the children.  We will also distribute few kilos of rice and some canned sardines.
The $500 will be sent to an orphanage managed by the SMAC Sisters (Missionary Sisters of the Love of Christ) in the Parish of Toril in Tugbok, Davao in Mindanao.  They cater to orphans and they also provide for their education.  You may like to see their website; https//pandmig.wixsite.com/engageaddujhs/smackids

We assure you of our prayesrs and offerings.  May God who cannot be outdone in generosity shower His bountful blessings upon you and your loved ones.

Molte grazie per la vostra generosita’!   Sr Purisima L. Tanedo, sjbp – Provncial Superior.
A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than WEDNESDAY.
Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del MERCOLEDI.
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
