As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Isaiah   35:1-6.10
God himself will come and save us.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, come and save us.

	Vieni, Signore, a salvarci.



SECOND READING     St James   5:7-10
You also must be patient: do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lo spirito del Signore e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio!   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew   11:2-11
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$651.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$404.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$329.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  15/12/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –E Saliba & B Nadenbousch
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & G Barbaro
D Biasibetti, P Leggiero & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & E Bartlett
P Nguyen, V De Leo, M Mizzi & G Caruana
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  22/12/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & D Pullicino
P Nguyen & B Nadenbousch
9.00am (SUN) – F Pascuzzi & M Crupi
L Catena, G Barbaro, C Alberti & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) –J Iaria & R Covello
T & T Nguyen, B Clark-Loh & J Frangiosa
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS      16/12/2019      F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                             23/12/2019      E Claridge

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  Giovanna CATALDO, Joseph INFANTINO, Elsa PIAZZA, 
Giuseppina MUSUMECI (d. Rec. Italy), Rosina CALO’
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Bishop Joe O’CONNELL, Bishop Joe GRECH, Eviza KLAGNA, Michael KLAGNA, Luigi PARISI,
Pierino D’ANASTASIO, Monsignor Aldo REBESCHINI, Luigi CAVEDON, Famiglia VALMORBIDA, Sergio DUSSIN, Nicola BOVE, Angela, Luigina & Luigi PUCCIO, Ferruccio & Ercole DI RICO, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd Sunday of Advent   Year  A                                                                 15   December,   2019                                                   
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Who are we expecting? 
Amidst the rush of the ‘festive season’, who are we expecting this Advent?  A Messiah perhaps?  
If so, what sort of Messiah do we imagine will turn up?  John the Baptist, in prison, sends messengers enquiring of Jesus are you the one, or must we wait for another?
Last week John declared Jesus was the one who is to come – as the prophet Isaiah had foretold – but now he’s not sure.  He’s puzzled by what he’s heard.  Jesus responds by saying, “go and tell John what’s been happening throughout Galilee”.
What disorients John is that not only does Jesus instruct, he also heads the blind, the lame, the lepers, the deaf, the poor, and those with no one to turn to.  A new creation is happening – a re-creation – and Matthew’s gospel has called our attention to it from the beginning.

The ascetic, prophetic John of last week – calling people to repent, dressed in camel hair and eating off the land – has told of the one who will bring a fierce judgment.  So, who is this?  Is this what the prophets foretold?  Yes, Jesus calls people to repentance, but, by calling up the words of the prophet Isaiah again, lets it be known these healings are a sign of the new age that the Messiah will usher in:  the kingdom of heaven is here.

The question for all of us at this time is what have we seen and heard this year?  What is happening among us?  Do the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, do the poor get dental care, the homeless a place to live?  Is the good news good for them?  Is Jesus the one, or must we look around for another?  These questions are being asked of us, all the more pointedly at this moment, which is why we have to make a response.
If there are no signs, or few that we can discern, then we might, like John in prison, become more and more uncertain of this person and wonder whether he is the one we continue to say he is.  And we may turn away from him, because we had expected someone, something different.  Jesus, recognizing God’s grace, says: ‘Happy is the man who doesn’t lose faith in me’.

The messengers leave and Jesus declares John to be the greatest of the prophets; but, he continues, the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater still.  John’s greatness only serves to highlight the fullness of life to which we are called; but, it is a fullness, a greatness, made real by doing what Jesus does – like the disciples he sent out previously – listening to, inviting into our midst those with no one to turn to.  Is this the one we’re expecting this Advent?

                                                                                                                              Damian Coleridge
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CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE
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THURSDAY  19th  DECEMBER  - 2019
7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony
FRIDAY 20th  DECEMBER – 2019  WORKING BEE
Working Bee 8.00am till 12.30pm, (Lunch will be provided)
Please come along and help at the working bee in preparation for Christmas.

WEEKEND SATURDAY 21st / SUNDAY 22nd   DECEMBER – 2019  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Mass times as normal weekend:  Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English)
TUESDAY 24th  DECEMBER – 2019  CHRISTMAS EVE

7.00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass
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WEDNESDAY  25th  DECEMBER  - 2019   CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

THURSDAY 26th  DECEMBER 2019  -  BOXING DAY

There will not be any Mass on this day, the church will remain closed.
WEEKEND SATURDAY 28th  / SUNDAY 29th  DECEMBER -  2019  -  
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend:  Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

WEDNESDAY  1st  JANUARAY  2020  -  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato)             14/12/2019      10.30am           

Tuesday (Martedi’)           17/12/2019        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)  18/12/2019        9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)           19/12/2019       9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)              20/12/2019        9.30am           

Saturday (Sabato)             21/12/2019       10.30am  



 
MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICES:
Please note that there will not be any Communion Services from Monday 9th December 2019 until Monday 27th January 2020. The next Communion Service on a Monday will be held on Monday 3rd February 2020. Thanks to the communion services leaders for their ministry during the year. 
FUNERAL

Funeral Mass for Elsa Piazza will be celebrated on Monday 16 December at 10.30am
MEMORIAL MASSES

Wednesday 18 December 7.00pm – Giuseppina Musumeci (d. Rec. Italy)

Sunday 22 December 10.30am – Giuseppina Liistro (1 yr)
END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS

Wednesday 18 December 2019 Mass at 12.15pm we celebrate and pray with all the school children the end of year school. We thank God for the year we had in school and thank the school Principal and staff and all the school families. May God’s blessings be with them always. 

ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 17 Dicembre celebrazione Natalizia con S. Messa di ringraziamento.   Alla conclusione ci sara’ un rinfresco con l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e La Befana.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi!

ITALIAN PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION

The Italian Pensioners Association will celebrate an end of year Mass on Thursday 19 December at 10.30am. 

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to Giuseppina and Vincenzo D’Angelo who celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary this weekend. May God bless them with many more happy years in their married life.  Auguri.
GRUPPO DI PREGHIERE
Il gruppo di preghiere iniziera’ i suoi incontri venerdi 14 Febbraio 2020,  dalle 10.00am alle 12.00pm.

Siete tutti benvenuti, Vi aspettiamo.
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ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.



MULTICULTURAL NATIVITY NOVENA MASSES
Sunday 15–Monday 23 December, 7.30pm  -  St Brigid’s Church, 378 Nicholson St, North Fitzroy
Participated by Various Migrant Communities, the Novena Masses feature Christmas songs in their languages every night with Fellowship after each Mass.
Contact: St Brigid’s Parish on 9489 6777 or Filipino Chaplaincy 0404261228
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

Let us ask the Lord, in this time of Advent, to revive in us faith in Christ who comes to save us, to help us be always faithful to our vocation as missionary disciples.
