As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah    61:1-2, 10-11
I exalt for joy in the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul rejoices in my God.
	La mia anima esulta nel mio Dio.



SECOND READING     Thessalonians  5:16-24
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Lo spirito del Signore Dio e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio!  Alleluia!


GOSPEL  John    1:6-8, 19-28
There stands among you, unkown to you, the one who is coming after me.                     
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$580.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$285.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$300.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   17/12/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  E Saliba & Sr. T Ftizsimmons
R Iuele & P Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  M Crupi & F Multari
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & A Valentini
P Nguyen, D Shcembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  24/12/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
D Pullicino & N Ziino
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) – P Sparano & C Agositnelli

T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) –T Nguyen & L De Marco
S Dakin, J Iaria, B Clark-Loh, E Bartlett
                                                                                                T Nguyen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       18/12/2017          F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                               27/12/2017         E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
Fr Karm SCICLUNA (in Gozo Malta), Fr Joseph SAID (in Gozo Malta), Michael PORTELLI (in Gozo Malta),
Connie RICH, Anthony PARKE, Luigi CELLILLI (d. Rec. Argentina)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   Francesco SPARANO, Rosa-Maria LAMBRAIA
Anna SALTALAMACCHIA, Tommasina MARINACCI, Mario PANNUNZIO, Angela PIROMALLI, 
Famiglia FERRARO, Famiglia PUGLIESE, Domenico & Maria-Rosa RUGGIERO, 
Matteo & Maria Giulia RICCIO, Antonio & Vincenzo RUGGIERO, Anunziata AMATO, 
Giovanni SCIOLA, Maria Francesca FURCI, Caterina CURRA’ Giuseppe & Laura DIAMARIO,
Mariano & Vincenza CATENA,
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd Sunday of Advent,  Year  B                                                                 17  December,   2017                                                      
	 Reaffirming God’s Promise
In our technological world today, most people are familiar with codes.  When we go online to see our emails or download a program, we use a password to gain access.  We may be told the password must contain a mixture of numbers and letters, both small and capital.  We are told the combination is necessary to make it more difficult for others to hack into our computers.  Our passwords are a form of code.  People in the bible also speak in code.  
In Mark’s gospel, Jesus speaks about a mysterious evil figure with the unintelligible name “the desolating sacrilege.”  We don’t really know what this expression means, but people did in Jesus’ time.  Mark 13:14 reads:  “When you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not be (let the reader understand)…”.  There are other places in the scriptures where numbers and animals have symbolic meanings that we do not always comprehend.  In today’s gospel, John the Baptist speaks in code.  When John says he is not the Christ, the Jewish leaders put a series of questions to him about his identity:  Is he Elijah or the prophet?  He answers these by saying “I am not.”    
When he does answer, he uses those well-known words from the prophet Isaiah:  “I am a voice that cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord.”  Here he is speaking in a kind of code.  Why does the gospel use these words?  Why does John quote from the prophet Isaiah?  The reasons are not immediately clear to us, but people back then would have understood what he meant.  Those words from Isaiah were written more than 500 years before Jesus.  They were addressed to a group of Jewish people who were exiled from their homeland and living as captives in a foreign land.   Isaiah spoke as a messenger from God, and was telling them that God was about to intervene in their world, forgive them their sin, free them from captivity and bring them back to their homeland.  Isaiah presented a vision of a wonderful future which would be blessed by God.  However, when they eventually returned, the reality did not live up to the vision.  They returned to conflict and were still captive, as their land was occupied by a foreign power.  
Despite this, the people still clung to the idea that at some point in the future, God would again intervene, and this time they would be free and live as a people blessed by God.  John the Baptist uses the words from Isaiah to tell the people that God was about to intervene by sending Jesus as the Messiah.  Jesus would free them from sin and bring about the wonderful future promised by God through Isaiah those 500 or so years earlier.

                                                                                                                           John Hill CSsR                                                                                                 


	ADVENT A TIME OF HOPE WONDER AND BLESSING
This week we are given a wonderful sense of the fulfilment of prophecy. Everything promised in the scriptures is about to be fulfilled. All the hopes contained in the old covenant are soon to be accomplished. Into this picture of hope and promise steps the powerful figure of Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist. John knew, without any doubt that God had a plan and purpose for his life. This divine purpose, his vocation, lay in fulfilling the words spoken many years earlier through the prophet Isaiah, to be “a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord”. We can be like any of the crowd who gathered around John the Baptist. We can be alert to his message, that the Messiah is already among us, or we can be blind to this saving presence.

Joy will be felt around the world, when the oppressed receive the Good News. 
Joy will break out around the world, when the broken-hearted are given support. 
Joy will be celebrated around the world, when those held captive know freedom. 
Joy will be experienced around the world, when the everlasting joy of God finds expression and purpose in worship.    Amen.




ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.
WELCOME TO GRACE BONELLO
We welcome in our parish, Fr Manny’s sister, Grace Bonello, who traveled from Gozo, Malta for a visit to Australia, catching up with family and friends.
END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS
Tuesday 19th December 2017 Mass at 11.45am we celebrate and pray with all the school children the end of year school. We thank God for the year we had in school and thank the school Principal and staff and all the school families. May God’s blessings be with them always. 
ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 19 Dicembre celebrazione Natalizia con S. Messa di ringraziamento. Alla conclusione ci sara’ un rinfresco con l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e La Befana.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi!

MEMORIAL MASSES
Monday 18 December 7.00pm – Tommasina Marinacci (1mth)
Sunday 24 December 9.00am – Raffaele Siriani (1 yr)
HEALING MASS: OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Thursday 11 January 2018, 7.45pm (praise and worship begins 7pm)
Newman College Chapel, 887 Swanston Street, Carlton
The National Charismatic Retreat for priests, deacons, religious and associates invites you to this special Healing Mass, being celebrated by Fr Francis Innocent Otobo (Diocese of Sale) and concelebrated by all of the priests attending the retreat. Following the Eucharist, all of the clergy participating in the retreat will be available to pray with visitors afterwards.
Details:  Dot Buckland on 0411 021 946
	   CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

TUESDAY  19th  DECEMBER  - 2017
7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony
WEEKEND SATURDAY 23rd  - SUNDAY 24th DECEMBER  2017

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English)
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SUNDAY  24th  DECEMBER – 2017  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass
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MONDAY 25th  DECEMBER  2017  - CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

TUESDAY  26th  DECEMBER 2017  -  BOXING DAY
10.00am Mass in Italian.
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WEEKEND SATURDAY 30th  / SUNDAY 31st  DECEMBER  2017  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Mass times as normal weekend:  Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).
MONDAY  1st  JANUARAY  2018;  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English
TUESDAY  2nd  JANUARAY  2018  

10.00am in Italian.
WEEKEND SATURDAY 6th  / SUNDAY 7th  JANUARY  2018  -  FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English)

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato)             16/12/2017      10.30am           
Tuesday (Martedi’)           19/12/2017        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)  20/12/2017        9.30am           
Thursday (Giovedi)           21/12/2017       9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)              22/12/2017        9.30am           
Saturday (Sabato)             23/12/2017       10.30am  



