As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Zephaniah   3:14-18
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.

	Canta ed esulta, perche’ grande in mezzo a te e’ il Santo d’Israele.



SECOND READING     Philippians   4:4-7
The Lord is near.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Lo spirito del Signore e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio.  Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Luke   3:10-18
What, then, must we do?                      
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$615.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$253.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$262.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  16/12/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – E Saliba & Sr T Fitzsimmons
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & R Pino
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – E Bartlett & J Kearney
J Iaria, D Schembri, T Nguyen & B Clark-Loh
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  23/12/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & D Pullicino
P & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) – T Forte & R DiGuglielmo
T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & T Nguyen
J Frangiosa, R Iule, L De Marco & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                               MONEY COUNTERS       17/12/2018        F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito  & G Li Rosi
                                               24/12/2018       E Claridge
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Victor PULIS, Joseph MINNITI
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    Elizabeth PHAM
Famiglia MONDELLO, Betty PELUSO, Joseph & Jane CALLEJA, Sergio DUSSIN, 
Francesco  & Sarina IERARDO, Franca, Perino & Famiglia ASEIUTTO, 

Celestino, Amalia & Giuseppe BERTON, Giovanni, Carmela, Nicola & Antonio CORDIANO, 

Giuseppe GALATI, Mariangela LUZZI, Giuseppe LUZZI

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd Sunday of Advent,  Year  C                                                                16   December,   2018                                                      
	We are the good news people
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John the Baptist is preaching at the River Jordan.  After listening to him, three different groups ask a simple question, “what must we do?”  John replies to each group separately, according to their way of life.
The ordinary folk are to share what they have; their clothes and food, with those who are in need.  The tax collectors, who don’t have a good reputation because they do the dirty work of the Romans and then make a profit for themselves on the side, leading to all sorts of corruption and extortion, are to be honest and just in what they collect.  The soldiers are told, “No intimidation! No extortion!  Be content with your pay!”

Having listened to John’s wise preaching and teaching, the people begin to wonder if John himself is the Messiah; the One for whom they had waited expectantly and with intense longing.  But John is quick to silence such talk; he is not the Messiah!  John diverts attention from himself to Jesus.  His ministry is not about himself but about the One who is coming; “someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals.”  John baptises with water but the Messiah will baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire.
John proclaimed repentance, prepared for Jesus and died.  This is the pattern of John’s life.  It’s also the pattern of Jesus’ life.  He proclaimed the Good News, prepared the way to the Father and died.  It’s the pattern of our own Christian living.  We proclaim the Good News, prepare for the many ways that Christ comes to us throughout our lives and die to ourselves.

By being baptised “with the Holy Spirit” we are empowered to do God’s work, for in baptism our ives are grafted onto Christ.  In baptism we become heralds, like John, of Christ’s redeeming presence in our world.  By our Christian living we not only point to Christ, but we also make present the Christ who lives in us!  So, what must we do?  Whether we are at the office, in the kitchen, on the playground, in the supermarket, on the golf course, in the classroom, behind the counter, in the factory, at the garage, working at the keyboard, answering the phone or in the waiting room, we need to remember that we are God’s representatives, proclaiming the Good News wherever we are.

Today, think about your life; the people with whom you come into contact; your sphere of influence.  You are God’s instruments.  For some people you may be their only link to God and the Good News.  It is through your life that people see and experience Christ and his enduring message of love, acceptance, forgiveness, peace and hope.
                                                                                                                              David J Hore CSsR                                             


BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday  17 December at 7.30pm in the Church.
END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS
Wednesday 19 December 2018 Mass at 12.00pm we celebrate and pray with all the school children the end of year school. We thank God for the year we had in school and thank the school Principal and staff and all the school families. May God’s blessings be with them always. 
ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 18 Dicembre celebrazione Natalizia con S. Messa di ringraziamento. Alla conclusione ci sara’ un rinfresco con l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e La Befana.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi!
ITALIAN PENSIONERS

The Italian Pensioners Association will celebrate an end of year Mass on Thursday 20 December at 10.30am. 

FUNERALS

Rosary for Joseph Minniti will be recited on Monday 17 December at 11.00am, followed by Funeral Mass.

Rosary for Victor Pulis will be recited on Thursday 20 December at 5.30pm.  Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Friday 21 December at 10.00am.

MEMORIAL MASS

Wednesday 19 December 7.30pm – Jennifer Dell’Albani (1yr)
NINE DAY DAWN MASS (SIMBANG GABI) st lukes church lalor

Everyone’s Welcome… 9 day Dawn Mass (Simbang Gabi) - Mass starts at 5.00am from 16 December – 24 December 2018.  St Lukes Church 1A David St, Lalor   Vic   3075.  

Details: Parish Office 9465 2180, Fr Luciano – 0411 206 858, Fr Emilio – 0418 991 543.

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020: WHAT IS GOD ASKING OF US IN AUSTRALIA AT THIS TIME?

 Have your say by Wednesday 6 March, 2019   Details: http://www.cam.org.au/plenary/
CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

Catholic Theological College 2019 Study Options Now Available!

Undergraduate and Postgraduate Options  
Choice of Philosophy, Systematic Theology, Moral Theology, Religious Education or Christian Spirituality units Audit options available

Enquiries: Mr John Bartholomeusz, Assistant Dean T: 9412 3309  E: ctc@ctc.edu.au  
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                      ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.


	   CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

THURSDAY  20th  DECEMBER  - 2018

7.00pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony
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MONDAY 24th  DECEMBER – 2018  CHRISTMAS EVE

7.00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass
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TUESDAY 25th  DECEMBER  2018  - CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

WEDNESDAY  26th  DECEMBER 2018  -  BOXING DAY

10.00am  Mass in memory of Antonio Calvitto (1yr)
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WEEKEND SATURDAY 29th  / SUNDAY 30th  DECEMBER  2018  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend:  Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

TUESDAY  1st  JANUARAY  2019;  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato)             15/12/2018      10.30am           

Tuesday (Martedi’)           18/12/2018        9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)  19/12/2018        9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)           20/12/2018       9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)              21/12/2018        9.30am           

Saturday (Sabato)             22/12/2018       10.30am  
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· "Comfort, comfort my people" (Is 40,1). How does the Lord give comfort? With tenderness.
· Loving God means serving our neighbour without reserve, and trying to forgive without limits.



