As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Genesis      22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.

	Camminero’ alla presenza del Signore nella terra dei viventi.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    Romans     8:31-34
God did ot spare his own Son.
.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard: this my beloved Son, hear him.  
Glory and praise to you, Lord 

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’! 

Dalla nube luminosa si udi la voce del Padre: “Questi e’ il Figlio mio, l’amato: ascoltatelo.  
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
  


GOSPEL  Mark   9:2-10
This is my Son, the beloved; listen to him.  
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$414.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$202.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$211.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   25/02/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  R DiGuglielmo & P Sparano
M & T Forte & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – R Covello
D Nguyen & J Iaria
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  03/03/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- L Calafiore & G Calvi
F Pascuzzi, O Strangis & G Barbaro
10.30am- J Iaria 

L De Marco & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Patricia BELLI, Giuseppe CANCILLERI
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Daryl KENNAN, Maria & Carmelo GRIMA, Charles BONELLO, Filomena & Aldo SCIOLA, 
Santa CALIGIURI, Paolo ARCADI, Gaetano MILIDONI, Pasquale DE LEO, Corrado GIANNONE
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm

  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment   
 2nd  Sunday of Lent    Year  B                                                                    25   February,   2024                                                                                                                           
	OBEDIENCE BRINGS THE BLESSING
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Abraham is a problematic figure in the biblical story. He lies to Pharoah about his wife, hanging her out to dry to protect his own skin. He does the same thing a few chapters later to another king, Abimelech. But when push comes to shove, at the moment of the test, he … ’passed with flying colors’ as we used to say in school.  Abraham was not perfect, but he did pass where Adam and Eve failed. The Parents of humanity were called to partnership with God in accomplishing his creation plan. They were given a privileged place of rule in the world; they named the animals; they were fruitful and multiplied. But when push came to shove, at the moment of the test, they took the fruit of the tree and ate it. They failed the test. The serpent deceived them, saying, in effect, that God, in forbidding them access to the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, did not have their good in mind.   They needed to take for themselves the good thing that God held back from them. They decided to determine right and wrong for themselves. Taking the fruit was ‘good in their own eyes’. They rejected the only possible path by which they—we—can find the fullness for which we were made. That path is obedience to God’s commands. In obedience we are liberated. To ride a bicycle you must obey, so to speak, the law of gravity. You must trust that collaborating with the bicycle’s pedals, seat, and handlebars, and through them, the wheels, will work. You must submit yourself to be free. Otherwise, you are going to get hurt. The price of being God’s (GOD’S!) special collaborator in his creation project is obedience. Trust. We must trust that God has our good in mind, that our Creator is supremely good, even when—most especially when—we do not see how that can be the case.   Abraham is the Old Testament exemplar of obedience. He was put to the most difficult test imaginable. He trusted God’s goodness even through the command to sacrifice his ‘one and only son’, Isaac. He trusted what God had promised him (through his numerous descendants all nations will be blessed) and what God gifted him to initiate the fulfillment of that promise (a son).   Obedience brings the blessing. For Abraham, this meant being the father of the people Israel, through whom, finally, the Messiah would come to bless all creation, to bring, in Jesus’ words, the kingdom of God.   Beyond Abraham, the Messiah, Jesus, passed the test. That test reached its make-or-break moment in the Garden of Gethsemane, where he sweated drops of blood, bringing his fully human will to complete transparency with the divine will, obedience to the point of death, death on the cross. In that obedience, Christ Jesus won the ultimate blessing for himself, for humanity, for the world. And he makes us now his collaborators in the project. 

                                                                                                                               W Chris Hackett                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 


	PROJECT COMPASSION

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT CARITAS AUSTRALIA
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Ronita is 22. She lives with her husband and two children in a barangay (local district) in Quezon City, which is situated in Metro Manila in the Philippines.  Ronita left school when she became pregnant as a teenager. This could have had a life-long impact on her ability to find work and provide for her family but, thankfully, she heard about the Alternative Learning System (ALS) program run by the Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ), Caritas Australia’s local partners in the Philippines. Through the FCJ, Ronita was able to re-enrol in her studies and continue learning in a safe and flexible environment – even with the arrival of her second child. After completing her ALS classes, Ronita went on to earn her Grade 12 Senior High School Diploma. With her new diploma, Ronita has now secured a job at a call centre and is looking to a brighter future for her whole family. “I have now graduated senior school and I am so proud of myself,” she said. “I feel hopeful for the future… Now it’s not impossible for me to achieve my dream… Thank you.” Please donate to Project Compassion. Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow for all future generations. You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.



	POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION   FOR FEBRUARY 2024
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                  “FOR THE TERMINALLY ILL”

Pope Francis' monthly prayer intention this February is for the terminally ill and their families. Pope Francis explains clearly that even when little chance for a cure exists, “every sick person has the right to medical, psychological, spiritual and human assistance.” “Healing," he acknowledges, "is not always possible, but we can always care for the sick person, caress them.”

PRAYER: We pray that those with a terminal illness, and their families, receive the necessary physical and spiritual care and accompaniment.



VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS
Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) after the 9.10am morning mass.
BON VOYAGE

We give best wishes and blessings to Fr. Manny’s Sister: Grace Bonello, who will return back to Gozo Malta on Tuesday. We thank Grace for spending ten weeks with us being part of the community especially during the celebrations of the Eucharist.  Thanks to the many parishioners who made Grace feel very much welcome in the community.  We wish Grace, a safe trip home.  “Bon Voyage,” “II-Vjagg it-Tajjeb”.
BAPTISM 

Congratulations to Henry D’Alessandro child of  Anthony and Sharika,  who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Henry into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA
Martedi 27 Febbraio: Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am, Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am

DAY PRAYERS FROM 2024 LENT PRAYER CALENDAR (FEB 24 TO MARCH 2)
Saturday February 24:        
 Pray for Faith
Sunday February 25:           
 Pray for Understanding
Monday February 26:          
 Pray for Persistence
Tuesday February 27:          
 Pray for Freedom from Fear
Wednesday February 28:     
 Pray for Wisdom
Thursday February 29:       
 Pray for Gratitude
Friday March 1:                    
 Pray for Kindness
Saturday March 2:               
 Pray for Honesty      
SNAPSHOT OF OUR PARISH ST JOSEPH THE WORKER NORTH RESERVOIR
The Catholic National Centre for Pastoral Research provides all parishes in Australia with a Parish Profile that gives particular results of each parish taken from the responses given in the last Australian Census of 2021. According to the Parish Profile of our St Joseph the Worker Parish North Reservoir, within the boundaries of the Parish the Total Population is: 9,800; Catholic Population: 4,299 (43.9 per cent of the Total Population); Median age of Catholics is 54 years; Total Catholic families is 1,402 and 478 Catholics live alone. In our Parish 1,769 Catholics were born overseas and there are 497 Catholics who prefer speaking in their own native language than in English. The Parish Profile provides many other details for example about families, Education, Nationalities, People in Need of Assistance as well as comparisons with the former Census of 2016. If you are interested to know more you can search the Website of the Catholic National Centre for Pastoral Research, which is: www.ncpr.catholic.org.au
HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.

