As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Chronicles   36:14-16, 19-23
The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of his people.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!.
	Il ricordo di te, Signore, e’ la nostra gioia.



SECOND READING     Ephesians  2:4-10
When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.   
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu! 
Dio ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il Figlio unigenito; chiunque crede in lui ha la vita eterna. 
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu!


GOSPEL  John  3:14-21
God sent his Son into the world that we might be saved through him.                     
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$553.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$219.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$261.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   11/03/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  D Pullicino & N Ziino
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  A DiRico & F Multari
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – Sr T Fitzsimmons & E Bartlett
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                & J Frangiosa
                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  18/03/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Krygger & E Saliba
S Dakin & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) – P Sparano & S LoBartolo
T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – C Antonio & E Thompson
S Dakin, J Iaria, B Clark-Loh, E Bartlett
                                                                                                & Thomas Nguyen

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       12/03/2018         J Kearney, E Bartlett  & S Dakin
                                               19/03/2018        Francesco Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED   
11
Fr Joseph MICALLEF, Drago TEKLIC, Domenico DATTILO, Maria DE SPIRT
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    Rita MERCURI, Aileen DE BONO,Concettina STELLA
Antonio & Maria PAINO, Giuseppe, Antonino,Angelina, Concetto & Sebastiano LO NIGRO
Giovanni, Angelo & Sebastiana MURE’, Sebastiano LOMBARDO, Famiglia ANANINA,
Famiglia BUTERA, Giuseppe, Natale & Maria FATO, Michele, Marianna & Rosario MAGALDI

Harold KENNAN, Rosie PAPARGIRIS, Robert Joseph CINCOTTA, Francesca CINCOTTA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   4th Sunday of Lent,   Year  B                                                                   11  March,   2018                                                      
	Universal Love
The three readings are about Love with a capital L.  Everything in heaven and in our universe began in and with Love.  The creation of the heavens, the universe, the development of the earth and the creation of the first man and woman were all acts of God’s love.
God gave to human beings the special gift of freedom.  God knew he was taking a risk, that some people would misuse their freedom, turn away from loving him and go their own way.  However, the thought that people would freely choose to serve him when they could have refused, filled him with delight.

Unfortunately, sin came into the world through the disobedience of the first man and woman.  As a result, they were put out of the Garden of Eden into a harsh world.  But God’s love did not abandon them.  God promised that in time, he would send a Messiah who would save his people from their sins.  

The time came when God fulfilled his promise to Adam and Eve.  
God the Son came down on earth as man, chose a human mother, Mary of Nazareth, and was born in a stable at Bethlehem.  
For many years, Jesus lived in Nazareth, a backwater village, working as a carpenter.  When he was about 30, he began his public ministry and that was to spread the Good News of God’s love for the world.

The religious leaders refused to accept his message as it would have meant too great a change in their way of life.  They looked on Jesus as a troublemaker and because of his miracles, they were afraid that he would attract many followers.  So he had to die.

Jesus knew what they intended but remained faithful to his Father’s will and continued to spread the message of his love for the world.  This finally brought him to death on Calvary.  God’s love for his creatures remained unchanged.  It was the misuse of human freedom that brought Jesus to his death.

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul emphasises the message of Jesus.  Salvation is a gift from a loving God.  We have been saved by grace, not by anything that we have done.  We do not earn our way to heaven, we do not merit it.  It is God’s gift.  Paul tells us that we are “God’s work of art”.  God has created us and continually offers us his graces to make us the persons he intended us to be: grace to love him more; grace to overcome and avoid sin; grace to let our love for God overflow in love for those in need; grace to be like Jesus, so that no matter what may happen to us, we will put all our trust in God, firmly believing that beyond Calvary, there is Resurrection and the hope of everlasting life.
                                                                                                                                    Rev Ahearn CSsR
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT
In John’s Gospel, (as it is mentioned in today’s Gospel), the greatest moment in Jesus’ life is the moment of his death on the cross. This is not simply a moment of suffering and death but a spiritual exultation because it is at that moment that God’s love for the world is made manifest. ‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son’ so that we could have life. The only proper response to this great love and gift of life is to choose light and not darkness. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR JOE YU
We wish a very happy birthday to Fr Joe Yu who on Friday 9th March 2018 arrived to the venerable age of 92 years. We continually thank him for the work he has done in our parish as the Parish Priest for 32 years. We acknowledge Fr Yu’s great leadership through the parish buildings of Hall, Parish House, School, Community Centre and Church. Being the first Parish Priest Fr Yu is the one who with a shepherd-like leadership ministered, served and gathered together the community of believers of our parish.  Fr Joe Yu is now the eldest priest in the Archdiocese of Melbourne.   We remain grateful to him for his great ministry as our Shepherd and congratulate him on his 92nd Birthday.   We promise our prayers for Fr. Yu that he may continue to have good health and enjoyment of life.   Let us ask our God and The Virgin Mary and St. Joseph the Worker to bless Fr Yu with many more years. 
Auguri Fr Yu.  Ad multos Annos. 
GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to Giuseppe and Maria Cannistraro who celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary this weekend.   We ask God’s blessing on them and their family on this special occasion.

PLEASE NOTE:  MONDAY 12 MARCH PUBLIC HOLIDAY
No Communion Service this Monday 12 March. 
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Isabella Zanin child of Mark and Sook-San, and Celeste Tkatchyk child of James and Kathy, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
anno dei giovani  - national year of youth 

Il Venerdi Santo 30 Marzo, invitiamo tutti i giovani a partecipare per portare la grande Croce in processione nella Chiesa per la via Crucis alle ore 7.00pm.

Good Friday 30 March, we invite all young people to participate in carrying the large Cross in the procession at church for the Stations of the Cross at 7.00pm
VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

Stations of the Cross Prayers every Friday during Lent (English and Italian) at 7.00pm.
FUNERAL
Rosary for Maria De Spirt, will be recited on Tuesday 13 March at 11.30am, followed by Funeral Mass.  
memorial massES
Monday 12 March 7.00pm – Domenico Dattilo (1mth)

Wednesday 14 March 7.00pm – Rosie Papargiris (1mth)

Sunday 18 March 9.00am – Gaspare Catalano (1yr)

                                          – Giuseppe Catalano (anniversary)
FEAST
Saturday  17 March – St Patrick.
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Fourth Sunday of Lent

11th March 2018
Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture while making a living and creating opportunities for her community. Featured in Project Compassion 2016, Evangeline went from seeking employment to being a Senior Artsworker and an inspirational leader for youth. Her work at the non-profit Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation has supported the organisation’s growth and it is now a major employer for young people in the remote Northern Territory community.

[image: image4.jpg]


Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help provide employment and training for First Australians, allowing them to remain on country and keep their culture alive, essential for a just future. 
A Just Future starts with your support!   Please pick up a project compassion box available in the Narthex and near the Church side Door.   Thank you.

	



YOUNG MEN OF GOD: MOVIE FUNDRAISER
Saturday 24 March, 12–3pm, Hoyts Highpoint, Highpoint Shopping Centre, 200 Rosamond Road, Maribyrnong The Young Men of God extend an invitation to all to attend a private screening of the new film Paul, Apostle of Christ. Cost: $20
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/TXNB or on the day at the front of Hoyts, near the Lux Bar Details: Llewy Berchy an 9287 5568 or llewy.berchy@cam.org.au

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD: BACCHUS MARSH
Friday 9 to Saturday 10 March Ta’ Pinu Shrine, 15 Flanagans Drive, Bacchus Marsh
The ‘24 hours for the Lord’ initiative by the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization invites the entire Church community to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation in the context of Eucharistic adoration. The Shrine will remain open for 24 consecutive hours, offering an opportunity for both eucharistic adoration and sacramental confession. The 24-hour period begins with Mass on Friday afternoon at 3.30pm, followed by exposition and the Divine Mercy chaplet, then devotional prayers and meditation before the Blessed Sacrament. Saturday afternoon Mass at 3.30pm concludes 

the 24 hours.  All welcome.  Details: 5367 7006 or 0412 360231 or infotapinu@optusnet.com.au
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION: AN INTRODUCTION
Wednesday 14 March, 7–9pm Cathedral Room, Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert Street, East Melbourne
This workshop will introduce participants to the theology, history and practice of this ancient form of Christian prayer. Come and experience the stillness, simplicity and silence that seek God beyond words and thoughts. The workshop will be facilitated by Mirella Pace, Deputy National Coordinator of the Australian Christian Meditation Community. Cost: $20 includes refreshments.
Registration: by Monday 12 March at https://www.trybooking.com/UIYN
Details: Suzanne Hermon on 9926 5761 or Suzanne.hermon@cam.org.au 
