As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Genesis   12:1-4
The call of Abraham, the father of God’s people.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

	Donaci, Signore, il tuo amore: in te speriamo.



SECOND READING     Timothy  1:8-10
God has saved us, and called us to be holy.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Dalla nube luminosa, si udi la voce del Padre: Questi e’ il mio Figlio, l’amato: ascoltatelo.

Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!

  


GOSPEL  Matthew   17:1-9
His face shone like the sun.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$564.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$365.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$336.00
                            - Bushfire Recovery……………………………….$263.00

PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  08/03/2020
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  P Sparano & L Cavedon
D Biasibetti, P Leggiero & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & E Bartlett
J Iaria, R Gatto, A Filippone & V De Leo
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  15/03/2020
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & E Saliba
T Nguyen & B Nadenbousch
9.00am (SUN) – T Forte & R DiGuglielmo
L Catena, G Barbaro, C Alberti & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria & R Covello
E Bartlett, J Mengolian, K Nguyen & G Caruana
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS      09/03/2020      E Bartlett
                                             16/03/2020      F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi



                                                                                YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Remo GAGLIARDONE (d. Rec. Italy, - fratello di Emma DiBattista), 
Giuseppina D’ANASTASIO, Augusta MARCIANO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES Fr Joseph Yu
Sofio GUARINO, Corrado GIANNONE, Paola & Primo PRECOMA, Corrado PELLIGRA, 
Filippo PASCUZZI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Lent  Year   A                                                                      8   March,   2020                                                  
	What does your heart say? 
Banal.  Humdrum.  Boring.  Commonplace.  Dull. Trivial.  Uninteresting.  Unremarkable.  Quotidian.  Life can sometimes be described by any one of these terms.  Quite often we can experience even the most fundamental, the most profound things, like prayer, like the Mass, as banal and unremarkable. Prayer can feel so much like interior self-exposure to empty nothingness and Mass can be so mundane that you struggle to see the point.  Except you have some vague but persistent conviction that you should be at church to honor Jesus. That you should persist in the struggle to set yourself  before God, to open the depths of your heart to his presence, to pray…
You’ve heard the words of consecration thousands of time:  “This is my body…This is my blood…”  At one level, they are like any other words said by any other person at any other time on this planet: breath is pushed through vocal chords and quickly changing shapes made by tongue, teeth and lips in order to form sounds in a precise order.  The difference, though, is that these words are the very words of Jesus Christ, spoken at a specific moment in time, on the night of his betrayal, the night of his arrest.  The night before his death.

And yes, Jesus of Nazareth, was a man, like any other man who ever lived: he was born, he did some stuff and he died.  He even did some rather remarkable stuff and said some rather remarkable things: healings, exorcisms, parables, warnings, blessings.  He was fascinating and charismatic – even on a merely human level.

But what does your heart tell you to see in him?  What does your heart tell you to hear in his words, repeated countless times in countless places over millennia, words repeated today, in your presence, at the altar?  Does your heart tell you to see in him everything worth having, everything good and holy and true?  Does your heart tell you to see in him and in his words the very love of God himself?  An invitation to life and truth, to joy, to eternity, to resurrection, to a coming kingdom, to justice and peace, to life unending, to bliss, to a new heavens and new earth?
What does your heart tell you to recognise in his passion and death?  What does your heart say to you about the empty tomb?  He is alive and reigns now.  He has “destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light,” said St Paul.  Even more remarkable: he is including you in this plan, this “grace bestowed…in Christ Jesus before time began.”  In Jesus, he is thinking of you; he has been thinking of you all along.

                                                                                                                           W Chris Hackett


	NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
In a special letter our Archbishop Peter Comensoli is reminding us of some precautionary measures at the situation of the Corona Virus as also advised by the Australian and Victorian Health Departments: these include the hand sanitizing for Special Ministers and Clergy before and after distributing communion and not sharing the chalice. Regarding the sign of Peace: The Archbishop asks us that if anyone feels uncomfortable to shake hands or has a cough or flu may wish to exchange the peace with a smile or bow. 

Also, it is important that communion (the Body of Christ) be received on the hand. 

For more information and guidance search on internet for the Australian and Victorian Government Health Department: 

www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019ncov.

“These initial measures are being implemented to provide a response that is proportionate to the level of risk to vulnerable people”, said the Archbishop. 

Finally Archbishop Peter invites to pray: “I encourage parishes” he said, “to pray for those infected by the novel coronavirus around the world and for those working with them; for health specialist and authorities seeking to disrupt the spread of the virus; and for all that are experiencing apprehension during this period of uncertainty to ‘cast your anxieties on God, as he cares for you’ (1 Peter 5:7)”



VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

Every Friday during Lent starting from this Friday 28 February 2020 there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) at 7.00pm.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Please note that there will not be any Communion Service on Monday 9th March which is the Labour Day Public Holiday.
FUNERAL

Rosary for Augusta Marciano will be recited on Tuesday 10 March at 11.30am followed by Funeral Mass.
ASHES TO EASTER CONCERT REFLECTIONS WITH PETER KEARNEY 
Saturday 21 March, 6.30pm | St Leo the Great Parish Church, 387 Mason Street, Altona North 
Sunday 22 March, 4pm | St Brigid's Church, 378 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy North Monday 23 March, 7.30pm | St James the Apostle Paulist Centre, 330 Derrimut Road, Hoppers Crossing 
Thursday 26 March, 7.30pm | Mercedes Hogan Theatre, 39 Yarra Street, Heidelberg Friday 27 March, 7.30pm | St Damian's Church, 5 Settlement Road, Bundoora Saturday 28 March, 11am | St Thomas Church, 27 Peninsula Drive, Drysdale (Geelong) Peter Kearney is an Australian Catholic songwriter/singer and guitarist whose hymns include ‘Fill My House’ and ‘The Beatitudes’. His ‘Ashes to Easter’ concert weaves songs and stories and reflections on Lenten themes and looks ahead to Holy Week and Easter. Entry by gold coin donation. Further details and registrations: Email peterkearney50@gmail.com
FEAST OF JESUS THE REEDEMER
The Maltese Association Hobson Bay is organizing Malta’s feast of Jesus the Redeemer to be celebrated Sunday 22nd March 2020 at The Maltese Neighbourhood Centre 21 & 31 Collins and Marion Avenues, Altona East. Prayers and Rosary will start at 2.30pm and at 3.00pm There will be a Solemn Mass (in English) Celebrated by Archbishop Peter Comensoli. After Mass there will be a procession in the streets with the statue of Jesus the Redeemer. All are welcome. 
	PROJECT COMPASSION

2nd  Sunday of Lent
“GO FURTHER TOGETHER”
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The transfiguration in the Gospel readings today describes a dazzling transformation.  The witness of which had a profound impact on Peter, James and John.  The transfiguration renewed their vision and they felt compelled to perpetuate the experience by remaining high on the mountain.  Jesus encouraged them to continue their journey.
From a mountain you can see the landscape from a different perspective, noticing landmarks which may not have been clear from below.  Often climbing the mountains in our own lives; overcoming challenges, offers us an opportunity for a new perspective, a clearer vision.  Much like Peter, James and John, when we behold the divinity of Jesus, our view is expanded, so that we can now see in a different way.  This doesn’t deny the circumstances of our life or world, rather it shows us that in the midst of these circumstances, there is life, hope and each other.  This is what allows us to endure face and respond to the needs of our world.
Phany who lives in rural Cambodia, undertook an opportunity that transformed her own perspective.  Struggling to earn a living as a rice farmer, her family experienced food scarcity and she was forced to leave her young daughter behind to take up construction work in the city.

Through a Caritas Australia supported program, Phany learnt a range of different farming techniques and small business skills so that she could generate a reliable income for herself and her family.  Now Phany is reunited with her daughter because she can make a living in her home village.  She now has enough food and income to support her family and send her daughter to school.  These new skills also benefitted Phany’s neighbours through better management of water and the sharing of farming skills which has improved the wellbeing of the whole community.

Do you need to change your perspective so together we can go further, Let’s Go Further, recognizing that our responsibility for others goes beyond our immediate community?  
Project compassion Boxes are available in the Narthex and near the side door. Thank you for your generosity.



	MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 

Invest in your most precious asset......Your Marriage!
Married couples, come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your relationship and how to keep your love growing!  The weekend is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome.
Next weekend is on   17–19 April 2020 in Melbourne 

Other weekends on 17-19 July and 13-15 November 2020

Starts 7.00pm on Friday.   Ends 5.00pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals provided.
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or  Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au  Website: wwme.org.au



