As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Jeremiah   31:31-34
The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with Israel and I will forgive their iniquity.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Create a clean heart in me, O God.
	Crea in me, o Dio, un cuore puro.



SECOND READING     Hebrews  5:7-9
He learnt to obey and became for all the source of eternal salvation.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;
and where I am, my servant will also be.   
Glory to you Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu! 
Se uno mi vuol servire, mi segue, dice il Signore, e dove sono io, la’ sara’ anche il mio servitore. 
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu!


GOSPEL  John  12:20-30
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest.                     
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$537.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$359.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$300.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   18/03/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  E Krygger & E Saliba
S Dakin & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  P Sparano & S LoBartolo
T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – C Antonio & E Thompson
S Dakin, J Iaria, B Clark-Loh, E Bartlett
                                                                                                & Thomas Nguyen
                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  25/03/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
D Pullicino & B Nadenbousch
E Saliba & P Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) – C Brunetti & L Cavedon
M Crupi, A DiRico, T Forte & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – R Covello & Sr. Estelita
T Nguyen, L De Marco, A Filippone, 
                                                                                                & R Gatto
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       19/03/2018         F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                               26/03/2018        E Claridge & S Dakin
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED   Francesco ROTTURA, Benedetta BARBUTO, Lucia (Lucy) GUEBALA,

Natalina CARMUSCIANO in VENUTO, (Antonietta VECCHIO & Giovanni SICA d. Rec. Italy)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    Gaspare CATALANO, Giuseppe CATALANO
Gina DI DONATO, Pasquale & Carmela CIMINO, Orsola, Maria & Teresa BONACCI,
Annita PANE, Maria DE LURDES – PEREIRA, Joao VIERA, Silvana DA LUZ,

Joao MATIAS, Alvaro VIDAL, Manuel BOUCAS, Maria IRESA, Carmine COSTANZO

Gabriele SANGIULIANO, Giuseppe SCARMOZZINO, Luigi CAVEDON

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   5th Sunday of Lent,   Year  B                                                                   18  March,   2018                                                      
	A sign of hope 
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In Jesus’ time, no-one would have seen a crucifix as a sign of hope, but as a symbol of terror, cruelty and extreme violence.  Women would not have worn a decorative crucifix around their necks.  Crucifixion was meant to shock and terrify people into political and social submission.  And it did.  St John is writing for people who fear crucifixion and are deeply puzzled by the belief that God in Jesus could endure such torment and then rise again after being put to death.
The Greeks are clearly not Jews but come looking for Jesus.  They are the searchers for religious truth in John’s day, trying to understand the Christian message.  They are like so many of us today, searching for deeper meaning in our lives, and longing to embrace the hope of resurrection ourselves.

John does not consider that Jesus is sacrificing himself in reparation for our sins, or reluctantly obeying the will of his Father that he should suffer a cruel crucifixion for us.  Not at all.  Jesus is embracing his death, not because he is indifferent to the horror and torture involved, but because the Father in Jesus is revealing his passionate love for human beings and demonstrating God’s intense solidarity with us in the constant struggle against evil and oppression.  Jesus is a mirror of the Father’s love in human words and actions.  Jesus turns this instrument of torture into an instrument to reveal the glory of God, unveiling what is at the very heart of the Father, with burning compassion for every single person, and inviting us to allow the Holy Spirit to embrace us in love.

Jesus stresses the transforming power of faith.  The seed dying in the ground is not lost, but multiplies into new life and abundant new seed.  Something similar is happening in our lives as sufficient to ourselves ‘in this world’ and not allowing ourselves, like a seed, to break open in love and concern for others, and leading us to eternal life.  This is the only place in the gospel where Jesus says that if we truly follow and serve Jesus, ‘my Father will honour’ us.  These are mysterious words, inviting us to unexpected intimacy with God and total trust.  In telling us that the glory of God is at work here, John is referring to Jesus’ compassion and actions of healing the blind, the deaf, the lame, and even raising Lazarus from the dead.  The message for us is the same: the transforming power of God is at work in the world even now, against all the evils and tragedies that threaten us.

The Prince of this world is overthrown by Christ in the Resurrection, and the gift of faith is offered to the Greeks in John’s account, meaning to all people, especially the searchers and outsiders.

                                                                                                                                    Bruce Duncan CSsR
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


FEAST OF ST JOSEPH

Monday 19th March 2018  Mass will be celebrated at 9.10am to celebrate the feast, Solemnity of St Joseph Spouse of Mary.

ALPHA
This Sunday at 10.30am Mass we welcome Marcell Henderson who will speak about Alpha Scripture sharing groups.
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Tiana Lotito child of Fabrizio and Amy, and Anastasia Zanella child of Roberto and Kunthima, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

PALM SUNDAY

Parishioners who can assist in bringing palms please bring them to the Church by 10.00am on Saturday morning 24 March.  Thank you.

FUNERALS
Rosary for Benedetta Barbuto, will be recited on Monday 19 March at 11.00am, followed by Funeral Mass.  
Funeral for Lucia (Lucy) Guebara will be celebrated on Tuesday 20 March at 11.00am.

anno dei giovani  - national year of youth 

Il Venerdi Santo 30 Marzo, invitiamo tutti i giovani a partecipare per portare la grande Croce in processione nella Chiesa per la via Crucis alle ore 7.00pm.

Good Friday 30 March, we invite all young people to participate in carrying the large Cross in the procession at church for the Stations of the Cross at 7.00pm
WESTERN SPIRITUALITY IN THE PUB: SOUTH SUDENESE – ENRICHING OUR COUNTRY?
Tuesday 20 March, 7.30pm Club Italia, 128–152 Furlong Road, St Albans
There have been lots of negative media reports about South Sudanese young people, particularly in the Western suburbs, as well as some negative comments made by federal politicians. Some young people have behaved in unacceptable ways. For this first Western Spirituality in the Pub session this year, speakers on the topic will be Tut Gordon Tut and Daniel Ajak, who will open up conversation that may well broaden insights and perceptions and perhaps balance some of the things we may have seen and read. Tut was born in Ethiopia after his family left South Sudan due to civil war and currently works as a lawyer at Victoria Legal Aid. Daniel currently works as a criminal defence lawyer at Papa Hughes Lawyers. He was also born in Ethiopia after his parents fled to Kenya. Daniel currently works as a criminal defence lawyer at Papa Hughes Lawyers. Talks begin at 7.30pm, dinner is from 6pm. The event will end by 9pm.  Details and RSVP: admin@wsip.org.au
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Ditosa, a young girl from Mozambique, is cared for by her grandmother after her parents died of AIDS-related illnesses. Featured in Project Compassion 2013, Ditosa faced a challenging future with food scarcity, little education and few job prospects. In 2018, thanks to Caritas Australia’s support Ditosa has graduated from school and hopes to go to university and secure an even brighter future.  
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Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help young women like Ditosa to grow up with an education, confidence and hope, providing them with a just future. 


	Holy Week and Easter Time Table 2018
 
SATURDAY 24TH MARCH: WORKING BEE 

Please come along and help at the working bee in preparation for Easter. 

8.00AM – 12.30PM (Lunch will be provided)  

SUNDAY 25TH MARCH  PALM SUNDAY: 
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Blessing of Palms or other branches during each Mass of that Weekend. 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH:
11.00am Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated by the Archbishop and the priests of Melbourne. Everyone is welcome to attend.

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH: 

7.30pm Communal Celebration of Reconciliation.
THURSDAY 29TH  MARCH: HOLY THURSDAY: 

8.00pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by the transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to the altar of reposition which will be set up in the chapel.
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FRIDAY 30TH MARCH: GOOD FRIDAY
3.00pm Good Friday Ceremonies: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
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7.00pm Via Crucis (Station of the Cross) in Italian & English

SATURDAY 31ST : HOLY SATURDAY: 
8.00pm Easter Vigil Celebration of Mass

SUNDAY 1ST APRIL: EASTER SUNDAY
9.00am Mass in Italian, 10.30am Mass in English.

MONDAY 2ND APRIL: EASTER MONDAY (PUBLIC HOLIDAY)
There will not be any communion service celebrated. The Church will remain closed. 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS (CONFESSIONI INDIVIDUALI)
Tuesday   27th March: 9.30am  -  Wednesday 28th March: 10.30am

Thursday 29th March: 10.30am & 7.30pm  - Friday 30th March: 10.30am & 2.30pm

Saturday  31st March:  10.30am & 7.30pm



VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

Stations of the Cross Prayers every Friday during Lent (English and Italian) at 7.00pm.
