
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Exodus 17:3-7
Give us water to drink.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts..

	Ascoltate oggi la voce del Signore: non indurite il vostro cuore.


SECOND READING     Romans 5:1-2.5-8
The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; 
Give me living water, that I may never thirst again.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!

Signore, tu sei veramente il salvatore del mondo; dammi dell’aqua viva, perche’ io non abbia piu’ sete.     
Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!


GOSPEL John 4:5-42
The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of eternal life.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$642.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$348.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$333.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   23/03/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
N Ziino & Sr T Fitzsimmons
J Pullicino & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – 
 S LoBartolo & A DiRico
L Calafiore, T Mirigliano & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco & J Iaria
M Mizzi, S Dakin & T Nguyen
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  30/03/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
E Krygger & E Saliba
S Dakin & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & L Cavedon
A Sonza, G Barbaro & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – S Miano & Sr T Fitzsimmons
J Iaria, L De Marco & R Iuele
MONEY COUNTERS       24/03/2014          E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                              31/03/2014          D Herbert, C McMahon, S Miano & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Nivea LANZA, Adua MAZZOCCA, Maria SANTINON (d. Rec. Italy)
ANNIVERSARIES   
Teresa RISOLI, Angelo SPARANO, Maria & Emmanuel PISANI, Tony MIFSUD, Guido TRAPANI,

Maria & Antonio VESCIO, Orsola BONACCI, Pasquale, Carmela & Maria CIMINO, 

Teresa & Annita PANE, Giuseppe FATO


PI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    3rd  Sunday of  Lent,     Year A                                                               23  March,  2014    
	A Second Chance
From this Sunday and over the next two Sundays, we move from the Gospel of Matthew to the Fourth Gospel.  Often described as the “spiritual gospel,” the Fourth Gospel presents Jesus’ teachings in the form of long theologically charged speeches or his many-levelled interactions with various characters representing key groups within first-century Roman Palestine.  Today‘s Gospel is no exception.  The dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria in this passage in among the most historically interesting and the most theologically profound in the New Testament.
To astute readers of the Gospels, this story comes as a surprise.  One would not expect the Jewish Jesus to be found in conversation with an unaccompanied woman in public; and, more significantly, a woman from neighbouring Samaria: a territory and people with whom the Jewish community had a long and hostile relationship.
Samaritans shared with their Jewish neighbours a common ancestry and a common faith in God (YHWH).  But they were considered ethnically and religiously debased because they had intermarried with foreigners and adopted aspects of pagan worship into their religious practice.

The story reflects something of this history.  It indicates that the Samaritan woman had “many husbands” prior to her present partner.  Typical of the Fourth Gospel, there are various levels of meaning here.  On the one hand, the reference can be understood as an obvious allusion to the dubious ethnicity of the Samaritans.  On the other hand, it may be meant literally, indicating that the woman’s irregular relationships had made her an outcast in her own community too.

Jesus breaks several social taboos in first speaking to the woman, and then sharing her drinking vessel.  In the eyes of his fellow Jews, Jesus acted shamefully in speaking with the woman alone.  And in drinking from the same cup he rendered himself ritually “unclean” – that is, unfit to enter the precincts of the Temple and offer prayer to God.  Jesus in the Fourth Gospel, however, is no respecter of human conventions, especially when they act as boundaries between people of all cultures and creeds.

After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a disciple, even though she is neither a Jew nor a “respectable” member of her community.  Nevertheless, she returns (with, no doubt, much trepidation) to her town.  There, she proclaims the gospel and succeeds in leading others to Jesus.
There are at least two lessons to be learned from this passage.  First, there is nothing that we have done in our past or in our present situation that prevents us from finding God in our lives.  Second, genuine Christian communities must be open and welcoming.  Christianity is meant to be counter-cultural.  It cuts across all conventional boundaries that separate people, communities and nations from each other.  But such boundaries do not separate us from God, who loves us all unconditionally and is always willing to give us a second chance.  More importantly, there is nothing in our past that should prevent us from proclaiming the Gospel, especially to those closest to us: our family friends and neighbours.




BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Allegra  Inturrisi child of Robert and Melissa, Maria Corrone child of Raffaele and Leeza, Antonio Lombardo child of Vince and Diana, and Bailey Lafsky child of Giuseppina and Parrish, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISIM PREPARATION  
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday 7 April at 7.30pm in the Church.

ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 25 Marzo Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am con riflessione e preghiera. 
Vi aspettiamo numerosi.  Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am.
MAINTENANCE MEETING

Maintenance Team Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 March at 8.00pm in the Parish Meeting Room.

FUNERAL NOTICE

Rosary for Nivea Lanza will be recited on Wednesday 26 March at 10.30am followed by Funeral Mass.

MEMORIAL MASS

Thursday 27 March 7.30pm – Nicola Reale (1 mth)
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church, both in English and Italian.
FEAST

Tuesday 25 March – Annunciation of the Lord
NATIONAL LAMENT FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS
"We are a society which has forgotten how to weep." - Pope Francis at Lampedusa
 Catholic Religious Australia is launching a “National Lament” in response to the asylum seeker situation. Taking their inspiration from the words of Pope Francis when he visited Lampedusa, the National Lament is a campaign of prayer, penance and action for people seeking asylum in Australia. This is an opportunity to be part of a Christian response. This can be done by engaging in prayer, penance and action for people seeking asylum in Australia, for example, making Friday in Lent a day of prayer and penance for people seeking asylum and continuing this practice after Lent through to the Ascension.  
More info: www.catholicreligiousaustralia.org
FINDING LIVING WATER:
Retreat Day with Bernadette Micallef
Saturday 29 March, 10am – 3pm 
Be renewed and refreshed on the journey toward Easter. Jesus uses the rich symbol of water and says to the Samaritan woman at the well, “If you only knew what God is offering ...” Teresa of Jesus (Avila) also uses the symbol of water in describing four ways of prayer. Through guided reflection on our experiences, silent prayer and some group interaction we will explore Teresa’s four waters of prayer and what God may be offering each of us today.  
Where: O'Connor / Pilkington Rooms, 214 Richardson Street, Middle Park.  
Cost: $50  Register: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org
Contact: The Carmelite Centre 9690 5430 or info@thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org
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	Your donation to Project Compassion means vulnerable people can live in safe, supportive communities and have hope for the future.

For most of Archie’s life, he lived with his parents and nine siblings in a one-roomed house beside the Plaridel River in the Philippines, an area prone to flooding and typhoons. An emergency resettlement program supported by Caritas Australia helped the family resettle into permanent and secure housing away from the flood prone river.  

Thanks to your support, his family has moved to a safe location and permanent house, and his family are now happier and healthier.

Please donate to Project Compassion and help vulnerable families living in unsafe environments to resettle into secure housing, where they can start to have hope for the future.
With your support, families like Archie’s can be confident of a more secure future and can rebuild their lives.  

Please donate to Project Compassion today.  Project Compassion boxes are available from the doors of the church.  
If you wish to take advantage of tax deductability, please complete your details on the inside flap of the box.

Please take home a brochure which explains many of Caritas Projects.


FREE YOUTH LENTEN RESOURCE

The Archdiocesan Office for Youth has developed a resource about Lent for youth groups. The resource includes four sessions ranging from an “Introduction to Lent”, to “Praying the Stations of the Cross with young people.” The resource includes a printable Stations of the Cross and can be viewed online or downloaded from their website: www.cam.org.au/youth
TAIZE PRAYER SATURDAY 29 MARCH, 7PM
Following the Taizé Brothers’ visit to Victoria in September 2011, we are meeting for our eighth Melbourne CBD Taizé service. The event is especially for 15 - 35s, but if you are outside this age group, please come along and bring some young people you think might enjoy Taizé - everyone is welcome! Singing practice is from 6:30pm. Services are held every three months so we can continue to pray together!

Where: Wesley Uniting Church, 148 Lonsdale St, Melbourne.  Contact: taize.melbourne@gmail.com
SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY SERIES
Wednesday 26 March 12pm – 1pm
Maggie has been with AMES in a number of capacities over 45 years and also works at Brighton Grammar, heading up the International Parent Group where she actively supports families who are new to Australia. It is the work that Maggie does outside of those two official roles that won her the OAM award. Maggie will speak about welcoming and assisting new arrivals in Melbourne.  Where: St Francis Church Pastoral Centre Cnr Lonsdale & Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne.  Contact: Paula 9895 5800.
