   As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah  43:16-21    
I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to my people.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

	Grandi cose ha fatto il Signore per noi.



SECOND READING     Philippians    3:8-14
Because of Christ I look upon everything else as useless in order to gain him.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
With all your heart turn to me, for I am tender and compassionate.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Ritornate a me con tutto il cuore, dice il Signore, perche’ io sono misericordioso e pietoso.
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’! 
  


GOSPEL  John  8:1-11
Let the person without sin be the first to throw a stone.        
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$750.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$343.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$125.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  03/04/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS


6.00pm (SAT) – 
 MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Pascuzzi
F Multari, G Barbaro & M Sinopoli
10.30am (SUN) – H Joy-Lopez
G Caruana & S Rottura
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  10/04/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm- E Saliba 
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am- T Forte & R Pino
M Piscioneri, R Alberti & G Calvi
10.30am- L De Marco
J Mengolian & T Nguyen 
      



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Sibil CORREYA (Mother of Fr Cassius Correya SDB), Ida ALBERTI,
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Pietro RIPOLI, Carolina & Antonio RIPOLI, Alessandra & Sabato VECCHIO, Antonio GROSSI      Rose SALIBA, Sofia DE LUCA, Joseph BONELLO, Archbishop Frank LITTLE, 
Bishop Ron MULKEARNS,Pasquale CAMERATA, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
 5th  Sunday of  Lent    Year  C                                                                     3    April,   2022                                                                                                                           
	Mercy and compassion above all
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If you were asked to name ten famous figures in the Bible, you would probably list a series of well-known male identities, for example, Abraham, Moses, Job, Jesus, Peter, or Paul. Of the 1426 names mentioned in the Bible, 1315 are male. Only 111 women’s names appear in the Sacred Scriptures. 

Given these statistics, one might rightly assume that both women and the issues specific to women were largely ignored by the Biblical writers. 

Today’s gospel, however, presents us with an anomaly — a nameless, adulterous woman whose story proved so powerful that it survived three centuries to be later included in the Fourth Gospel. Even more remarkable is that it involved a woman who was far from exemplary in her behaviour. 

Women play an important role in the Fourth Gospel. Jesus’ mother is offered as an example of the perfect disciple (Jn 2:3-4); the woman at the well in Samaria (Jn 4) is presented as a prototype of the Christian missionary (Jn 4:4-42); and, the first witness of the resurrection is Mary Magdelene (Jn 20:11-18), a detail that grants apostolic status to a woman.  The story of the woman condemned by a mob for her extramarital affairs is very different. On the one hand, it appears to be a stray tradition about Jesus that was added to the Gospel in the third century. On the other, the subject of the story is not held up as an example of anything other than as a recipient of Jesus’ mercy and compassion.   Some early manuscripts have this story in Luke’s Gospel; and, it is a worthy sequel to last week’s story of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11-32). Just as the Lukan Jesus told that story of the shameless father who sought to reconcile his two sons, so too here this tale serves to highlight that the call to be a Christian is a call to be different, even shameful in the eyes of wider society.   Jesus wouldn’t conform to the mob mentality.  He saw through the hypocrisy of the crowd demanding the woman’s death. He knew that their appeal to the authorities, both religious and civil, was an attempt to hide from the real demands of God’s covenantal love. 

In a society that saw women as property, Jesus held to a broader, more equalitarian perspective, despite the risk of being seen as different and dangerous. For Jesus, mercy and compassion trump all other demands, even the legal customs of society. He chose to identify with someone shamed by wider society and condemned by the mob.   Like the dysfunctional family of last week’s gospel, the story of the adulterous woman suggests that Christians too must be shameless in their compassion for the poor and lowly. To publicly declare one’s allegiance to the crucified Christ is to identify oneself with all those marginalised by the cultural expectations of society — be they refugees, drug addicts, adulterers or criminals.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	                                                                                                                                                                       Ian J Elmer
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C
Jesus and God’s Compassion and  Love
In the Gospel this weekend Jesus is approached by the Scribes and Pharisees who to test him asked whether they should throw stones at the woman who was caught in adultery. Jesus teaches us not to judge and not to condemn. In the midst of being trapped in some difficult discussions, Jesus showed mercy and compassion to the woman by accepting her and giving her the possibility to make a new beginning. “No one condemned you, neither do I condemn you”. Here Jesus is confirming to her that she is a human person, loved by God.
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FIFTH  SUNDAY OF LENT    2 & 3  APRIL
Shaniella 23, grew up in a remote village in the Solomon Islands in a province which has limited educational and job opportunities

– and one of the country’s highest poverty rates. After leaving school, she decided to move closer to the capital city, Honiara, to study hospitality and tourism. However, her vocational training school was hit by a landslide and cyclone in quick succession, destroying its water supply system and the vegetable garden that it relies on for food.

With your generous support, Caritas Australia has helped the school to install water tanks, re-establish its garden and provided training in disaster risk reduction. Shaniella can now complete her job skills training and the school has enough food and water for its students.  Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 so this transformational program can continue to empower and strengthen vulnerable communities For All Future Generations.



BAPTISMS
	Congratulations to Alessia Damiano  & Frankie Gallo , who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and  assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
MALTESE MASS

Please note that the time for the Maltese  Mass on the First Saturday of each month will be at 5.30pm.  The next Maltese Mass to be celebrated will be on Saturday 7th May 2022 at 5.30pm.



VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

La via Crucis durante la Quaresima, verra meditata ogni Venerdi’ mattina dopo la messa delle 9.10am.

Stations of the Cross  will be held every Friday morning during Lent, after the 9.10am mass. 
ALPHA COURSE 

St Francis of Assisi Parish, 290 Childs Road, Mill Park

Alpha is an exciting refresher Course in the Christian faith. The Alpha Course at St Francis will start on Thursday, 5th May, 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm, at St Francis Hall, 290 Childs Road Mill Park. Alpha runs for ten Thursdays. Explore questions of life and faith and make new friendships at Alpha! Everyone is invited! Come and bring a friend! Enquiries – Contact Ruth: 9407 6700. Email: Ruth.Lees@cam.org.au
POPE FRANCIS VISITS MALTA AND GOZO
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Congratulations to the Maltese and Gozitans living in Malta and Gozo as they will welcome Pope Francis on the Maltese Islands this weekend Saturday and Sunday: 2nd/3rd of April.  On his last Wednesday Public Audience in Rome Pope Francis acknowledged his visit to Malta as a pilgrim on the footsteps of St. Paul Apostle who was shipwrecked in Malta (Acts. Ch.28).  Pope Francis is calling us to accompany him in prayers on his way to the islands of Malta and Gozo, a country in the centre of the Mediterranean which today is increasingly engaged in welcoming so many brothers and sisters seeking refuge. 
	Holy Week and Easter Time Table 2022
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SUNDAY 10TH APRIL 2022:  PALM SUNDAY: 
Blessing of Palms or other branches during each Mass of that Weekend.  Please bring Your Own Palm or Olive branches or another kind of branch.

TUESDAY 12TH  APRIL 2022:
7.30pm Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated by the Archbishop Peter Comensoli  and the priests of Melbourne.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL 2022: 

7.00pm Communal Celebration of Reconciliation.

THURSDAY 14TH  APRIL 2022: HOLY THURSDAY: 

7.00pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  
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FRIDAY 15TH APRIL 2022: GOOD FRIDAY
3.00pm Good Friday Ceremonies: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

7.00pm Via Crucis (Station of the Cross) in Italian & English

SATURDAY 16TH APRIL 2022 : HOLY SATURDAY: 
7.00pm Easter Vigil Celebration of Mass

SUNDAY 17TH APRIL 2022: EASTER SUNDAY
9.00am Mass in Italian, 10.30am Mass in English.

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS (CONFESSIONI INDIVIDUALI)
Tuesday   12th April 2022: 9.30am                      Wednesday 13th April 2022: 9.30am

Thursday 14th April 2022: 10.30am & 6.30pm        Friday 15th April 2022: 10.30am & 2.30pm

Saturday  16th April 2022:  10.30am & 6.30pm


COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion. Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV. 

The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
